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MP’s ‘lost 
the trust’ 
of voters 
after sick 
pay row 


By Chrissie Daniels 

chrissie.danieLs@archant.co.uk 

MP for Maidstone Helen Grant 
has “lost the trust” of the elec¬ 
torate, according to her 
constituency assistant, after 
her husband resigned from his 
post following a fresh contract 
scandal. 

Simon Grant, who worked in 
his wife’s office, has stepped 
down after differences between 
his contract and other mem¬ 
bers of staff left the equalities 
minister in an “embarrassing 
position”. 

This is the latest chapter of 
the scandal which has em¬ 
broiled Mrs Grant’s office and 
has led to political opponents 
calling for her head. 

It has emerged Mr Grant has 


given all other members of staff 
just two weeks of sick pay - 
compared to the standard 26 
weeks. 

However, Simon Grant’s 
contract entitled him to have 
the full half a year’s sick pay. 

A statement last week con¬ 
firmed Mr Grant had resigned 
from his position after telling 
Mrs Grant of the discrepancy 
nearly two months after it was 
identified by the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards Au¬ 
thority (IPSA). 

Simon Grant said: “Failing to 
tell my wife about the discrep¬ 
ancy when it was discovered in 
August was an error of judge¬ 
ment which has put her in an 
embarrassing position through 
no fault of her own. ” 

See inside for more. 



LEADING MAN: Nick Knowles is bringing BBC’s DIY SOS team to town to help one Lucky family 

TELEVISION 


NICK’S NEXT PROJECT 


HIT BBC show DIY SOS is coming to town 
this week to help one lucky family revamp 
their home. 

The long-running show, fronted by 
presenter Nick Knowles, has spent the last 
week recruiting local builders, electricians 
and suppliers to help with the project. 

The exact location is a closely guarded 


secret, but it is believed to be in Maidstone. 

Originally tranforming individual rooms, 
the show, now dubbed The Big Build, 
tackles more ambitious projects for 
deserving families, who are helped by 
volunteers from their community. 

Crews are expected to be on site until 
December 13. 
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FIRE 

Crews tackle 
chimney blaze 

FIRE crews tackled a blaze in a 
chimney at a Large farmhouse 
in Cranbrook on Sunday. 

The fire broke out at the first 
floor Level of the chimney stack 
at around 10.15am. 

Two fire engines rushed to 
the scene in Hawkhurst Road 
and brought the fire under 
control within an hour. 


CRIME 

Town centre 
two-year ban 

A MAIDSTONE man who 
committed a spate of crimes 
has been served an Asbo which 
prevents him from entering the 
town centre for two years. 

Mark Huzzey, 55, of St 
Catherine’s Road, admitted a 
racially aggravated public order 
offence and criminal damage 
recently. 


LITERATURE 

Battle of Britain pilot’s unique diary shows true face of war 


THE DIARY of a young, heroic, Battle 
of Britain pilot, which recounts a fran¬ 
tic dogfight in the skies over Maidstone, 
has just been published. 

It describes the wartime career of 
George Barclay who survived being 
shot down three times and escaped from 
the Nazis in occupied France, but was 
sadly killed in action in North Africa. 

Now, 70 years after his death, Battle 


of Britain Pilot: The Self-Portrait of an 
RAF Fighter Pilot and Escaper is thought 
to be the only record of its kind. 

It tells how the heroic Norfolk-born 
squadron leader took to the skies in the 
Hurricanes and Spitfires, and who de¬ 
scribes being shot down for the first time 
as a “most novel experience”. 

The day-to-day log of the conflict, 
written against Ministry of Defence se¬ 


curity rules, was undiscovered for years 
before being found by Barclay’s family 
in a small parcel, along with his Distin¬ 
guished Flying Cross. 

It has been published by Haynes with 
the help of the pilot’s younger brother 
Richard, 86, and historians who pieced 
together the unique story. 

Barclay was just 20 when he was 
called up to fight against the Nazis in 


1939, and trained as a fighter pilot. 

His diary was written on two exercise 
books filled with scraps of writing 
paper, with each page detailing his ex¬ 
periences and emotions as he fought for 
his country. 

■ Battle of Britain Pilot: The Self-Por¬ 
trait of an RAF Fighter Pilot and Es¬ 
caper, published by Haynes, is avail¬ 
able from bookshops priced £25. 


COMMUNITY 

Fire safety at 
bingo night 

FIREFIGHTERS attended the 
Gala Bingo on Monday night in 
Maidstone as part of a 
campaign to keep residents 
safe this Christmas. 

They reminded residents of 
simple steps which can protect 
their homes and ensure elderly 
relatives are safe. 
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Isn't it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the SEGURO SALE, the 
decision's made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric demote controlled' insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door - operated by hand held 'Keyring' handset is currently reduced 
from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset ♦ Manual Override for use in a power cut 

♦ Safety laser beam to prevent any possibilty of accidents 

♦ White as standard, many other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system ♦ Full 12 month warranty 

♦ Price is for any single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide. 

♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal ♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01622 765993 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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^•Channel Tunnel blaze 

A PROBE got under way on Thursday into a fire 
in the Channel Tunnel which forced services to 
be suspended for much of the afternoon. 

The incident occurred on the French side of 
the link with eye-witnesses reporting spotting 
cars ablaze. 

French firefighters swiftly dealt with the 
incident, and there were no reports of any 
injuries. 

For the latest, see www.kentnews.co.uk. 

^College funding plea 

K COFFEGE principal Bill Fearon, the Univeristy 
and College Union’s Michael Moran and 
campaigner Fynne Beaumont have joined forces 
to lobby the county’s MPs in a bid to ensure a 
long-term future for further education in the 
towns served by the cash-strapped college. 

They are seeking assurances from the 
Government to ensure funding support will be in 
place while the college balances its books 
following its multi-million pound losses. 

^Land Rover warnings 

DRIVERS of Fand Rover Defenders are being 
warned to take extra security checks after a 
spate of thefts. 

Police say crooks have stolen at least ten of 
the old style 4x4 vehicles in recent weeks, in 
and around the Ashford area, and that extra care 
should be taken to avoid risks. 

Officers believe they could be used in further 
crimes or be dismantled and the parts sold. 


TELEVISION 

The middle-aged cat that’s the face 
of a multi-million pound empire 


MAGICAL: Bagpuss has made the leap from 
children's television to become a popular product 


marketing director at the firm. He confirmed its 
share of the Bagpuss market is worth around the 
flm a year mark. 

He said: “Bagpuss is our biggest seller. About 
three months ago, we signed another three-year 
deal, and we are delighted to still be able to offer 
Bagpuss products.” 

Fran Huxley, licensing consultant at Coolabi 
said: “The continuing retail success is testament 
to the enduring popularity of the character.” 

The original Bagpuss is on display at 
Canterbury museum - and contin¬ 
ues to draw in the crowds. It admits 
plans to mark the cat’s 40th are al¬ 
ready well advanced. 

A spokesman explained: “We are 
already planning something spe¬ 
cial when Bagpuss turns 40, but 
details are still a big secret.” 
To mark his 39 th birth¬ 
day in February, there 
will be a special guest 
appearance by Mr 
Firmin and members 
of the Firmin and Post¬ 
gate families. 


CREATOR: 

Peter Firmin, 
one half of the 
duo who woke 
up Bagpuss 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


HE may be “an old, saggy cloth cat, baggy, and a 
bit loose at the seams” but as Bagpuss hurtles to¬ 
wards his 40th anniversary, he still supports a 
multi-million pound industry. 

And as the range of products featuring the 
timeless children’s classic looks set to fill Christ¬ 
mas stockings up and down the country, yet 
again, there is no sign of our love affair with the 
pink cat slowing. 

Just one of a number of companies which has 
a licence to make Bagpuss products says it con¬ 
tinues to generate more than flm each and 
every year through its branded product range. 
And that is just the tip of the iceberg. 

Bagpuss was born in the workshops of crea¬ 
tors Peter Firmin and Oliver Postgate in Blean, 
near Canterbury, and the outside of the shop in 
which the character lived, filmed in the village. 

The duo and their Smallfilms firm created 
some of children’s TV’s best loved characters, in¬ 
cluding The Clangers, Ivor the Engine and Nog¬ 
gin the Nog. 

Mr Firmin - Mr Postgate died in Broadstairs in 
2008 - has a deal with London firm Coolabi 
which licenses the Bagpuss name for use on a 
wide range of products. 

Existing deals include photographic greeting 
cards, adult nightwear and underwear, chil¬ 
dren’s aprons and bags and, of course, cuddly 
toys and keyrings. 

That deal runs until next year, when another 
big money deal looks set to be agreed. 

A deal with the charity Asthma UK also allows 
for a range of Bagpuss products including pin 
badges, bookmarks and charm bracelets for sale 
at a wide range of outlets - they have helped 
raise £1 million over recent years. 

Intelex produces a range of items in¬ 
cluding boots, toys andneckwraps, which 
can be heated in a microwave before being 
used for a feeling of warmth. 

Darren Ingram is sales and 
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a room to ex cape 

from the hectic pace of life 
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Design, Supply & Supervised Government approved installation 

LARGE SHOWROOMS AT THE OAST, CLOCK HOUSE FARM, 
HEATH ROAD, COXHEATH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME I 7 4PB 
Wealden company operating in and around the Maidstone area 

Call for an appointment: 01622 619875 www.m-b-k.co.uk 
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TELEVISION 


Nick and the team are 
ready to change lives 


HIT BBC TV show DIY SOS is 
coming to town next week to 
help one lucky family revamp 
their home. 

The long-running show, 
fronted by presenter Nick 
Knowles, has spent the last 
week recruiting local builders, 
electricians and suppliers to 
help with the project. 

The exact location is a 
closely guarded secret, but it is 
believed to be in Maidstone. 

Originally tranforming 




individual rooms, the show, 
now dubbed The Big Build, 
tackles more ambitious 
projects for deserving families, 
who are helped by volunteers 
from their community. 

Crews are expected to be on 
site from December 4 to 13. 


PRESENTER: Nick Knowles 
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forever (^reen ^Jawns 

/\rtlficiaf Gi*<iss Specialists 

Email: sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk 




Free Phone: 0800 668 1958 • Tel: 01732 323122 





• No More Mowing • 

• No More Brown Spots • 

• No More Muddy Kids • 

• No More Muddy Paw Prints • 


Just sit back & relax 
Usable all year round 
Child & Pet Friendly 
No Fuss, No Hassle, 
No Worries 


• Free Samples • 

• Free Site Survey & Quotations • 

• Full Supply & Installation Service • 
Supply only service for the DIY Enthusiast 


Any Shape, Any Size, Any Where 



9 LIFE CHANGING STEPS 
TO ACHIEVE A PERFECT 
ALL YEAR ROUND 
LOOKING LAWN. 

Step I. Decide to change that 
over grown lawn & call us. 

Step 2. Cut & remove existing turf. 
With a turf cutter 
Step 3. Level & compact area 
ready for aggregates. 

Step 4. Insert a treated timber 
edge to secure grass too. 

Step 5. Compact area with 
crushed limestone. 

Step 6. Screed, level & compact 
with sharp sand. 

Step 7. Lay a heavy duty 
geo-textile weed membrane. 

Step 8. Secure Artificial Grass 
onto timber edge. 

Step 9. Sit back, relax, 

& enjoy your Forever 
Green Lawn. 

Supply only or full 
installation service. 
Suppliers & Installers of 
top quality Artificial Grass. 


www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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TRANSPORT 

Cautious optimism as train firm 
takes steps to keep us moving in 
the snow, but will it be enough? 



By Dean Kilpatrick 

dean.kiLpatrick@archant.co.uk 

AS forecasters predict an icy snap, 
train operators Southeastern need 
to prove they have “learnt their les¬ 
son” when dealing with wintery 
weather, according to a Kent MP. 

Commuters have traditionally 
faced major problems with snow 
and ice, leading to huge delays and 
cancellations. 

However, last year, the service 
appeared to cope well when put un¬ 
der pressure. It was a far cry from 
2010 when services were decimat¬ 
ed by snow and commuters com¬ 
plained of being left stranded with 
no information. 

This week, Southeastern and 
Network Rail, which provides the 
rail infrastructure, outlined conti- 
gency plans for when the extreme 
weather strikes over the coming 
months and sought to reassure pas¬ 
sengers fearing the worse. 

The two firms met with MPs to 
brief them on how they intend to 
deal with the inevitable challenges. 

The plans include: 

■ The introduciton of two extra 
anti-freeze trains, designed to ease 
problems on the rails. 

■ Countywide tannoy announce¬ 
ments to improve communication 
with travellers. 

■ Analysing weather reports 72 
hours in advance, with a contin¬ 
gency timetable ready to roll if ice 


and snow impact on services. 

The strategy has been welcomed 
by Dartford MP Gareth Johnson, 
but he warned the proof was in the 
pudding. He said: “It’s fair to say 
they are aware of their previous 
failures and are trying to improve 
their contingency plans from that. 

“Southeastern fell down in their 
service and their communication 
in 2010 and they have got to learn 
their lessons from that 

“Although there was an im¬ 
provement in the service last year, 
the weather was not as severe.” 
Asked if he thought the plans 


would be enough to curb any po¬ 
tential winter problems, he said: 
“we will only know then”. 

Earlier this year, Southeastern 
said train services in Kent were 
more vulnerable to ice and snow 
because its trains get their power 
from the rail tracks compared to 
overhead lines - something the 
high speed route benefits from. 

As in previous years, the rail pro¬ 
vider said it would hand out glow- 
sticks and foil blankets to travellers 
if a train should breakdown and 
lose lighting, whilst the company 
has also bought three 4x4 vehicles 


ON THE ROADS 


A RURAL business watchdog 
has told motorists to prepare 
for the snow by fitting winter 
tyres in advance of any 
adverse weather. 

The Country Land and 
Business Association (CLA) 
said that despite bad weather 
hitting the county in the Last 
two years, not enough people 
prepare their cars until the 
white stuff starts to fall. 

CLA regional director Robin 
Edwards said: "Winter tyres 
make sense for drivers in more 
remote rural areas where 
winter conditions are likely to 
be more severe for Longer." 


to assist broken down trains quicker. 

Southeastern customer relations 
manager Alison Nolan said: “Heavy 
snow and ice represents a signifi¬ 
cant challenge for running trains 
on the third rail network. 

“Whilst there is always likely to 
be disruption during severe winter 
weather, we believe the continual 
work we have done jointly with 
Network Rail should enable us to 
keep more services operating, help 
us recover more quickly from dis¬ 
ruption and support our efforts to 
improve the quality of information 
that we provide to passengers.” 


BUSINESS 


On the right track to develop opportunities 


A MASSIVE advertising campaign 
was unveiled across London's 
transport network this week as 
part of a bid to boost economic 
regeneration across east Kent. 

The Grow For It campaign, 
spearheaded by Kent County 
Council, was launched on Wednes¬ 
day night and the fruits of the 
scheme could be seen by city 
commuters the following morning. 

London buses bearing the 
project's Logo hit the streets, while 
posters have been put up alongside 
the escalators at many of the 


busiest tube stations, including 
Kings Cross, Victoria, Covent 
Garden, Canary Wharf and Bank. 
All extol the virtues of 
Living and working in 
towns such as Canter¬ 
bury, Folkestone, Dover, 

Margate and Ramsgate - 
rather than the grind of 
the daily commute. 

Among the slogans is: 

"Swap your Oyster travel 
card for oysters on the beach". 

Details of the campaign, run by 
London-based marketing company 



Seven Hills, were revealed at the 
official launch of the regeneration 
project at the Dover Cruise 

Terminal. It is seen as the 
latest piece in the jigsaw to 
revitalise the area, and will 
work in tandem with £35m 
recently awarded to the 
area by the Regional 
Growth Fund, which it is 
hoped will underpin the 
creation of 5,000 jobs. 

KCC Leader Paul Carter told the 
audience of around 400, which 
included councillors and business 


figures, that the high speed raiL 
service - which has cut journey 
times from the area from more 
than an hour and 40 minutes to 
just 55 - is an oppotunity "the rest 
of the world hasn't woken up to". 

CLLr Carter then called for 
further investment, including a 
third Thames crossing and a new 
railway station at Manston to 
accommodate the fast trains. 

For more on the Launch and all 
the latest business news, see our 
new supplement The Business 
Quarter inside this issue. 


ONLINE 


CRIME 


Join our Twitter followers 


Pervert jailed for 630,000 child images 


KEEP up-to-date with 
all the latest headlines 
from across the county by 
following us on social net¬ 
working website Twitter. 

Thousands already 


receive a daily diet of the 
Latest news, Leisure, sport, 
business and comment and 
you can too by visiting 
www.twitter.com/kosmedia 
and clicking ‘follow’. 


A JUDGE has handed a 59- 
year-old former tutor from 
Tunbridge Wells a 10-year 
jail sentence for possess¬ 
ing indecent images of 
children. 


Jonathon George Clarke, 
formerly of Coniston 
Avenue, was sentenced at 
Maidstone Crown Court 
after police found 630,000 
indecent images of children 


downloaded on his 
computer following a raid 
in May. 

DC Karl Brett said: 
"Clarke Lived a secret Life, 
while tutoring children." 


Got a legal problem 
but can't get out to 
see a Solicitor? 

Let me come to you. 


Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and I deal with lots 
of people's legal problems. Whether you're 
buying or selling a house, dealing with an 
annoying neighbour or even if it's just a 
question of getting your house in order and 
making sure that your will is up to date. 

This is my job. It's what I do. 

Maybe I can help, just give me a ring. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 



half PRICE 

day TRIP 



HURRY! 


OFFER ENDS 12 DECEMBER 


CALL NOW! 


0844 335 1647 

eurotunnel.com/dayoffer 


'Valid on any Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday from 
13 November to 13 December 
2012. Subject to availability. 
Terms and conditions apply. 


FOLKESTONE - CALAIS 
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NOVEMBER MADNESS! 




FREE 

1 

n 
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Tiling 

- 

JT! 

with every 
bathroom* 

Lz 



FREE 

Fitting 

with every 
bedroom* 


fwream 

kitchens bedrooms bathrooms 


Design you love. 

Quality you expect. 

Service you deserve. 


Planning your new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? 

Visit our impressive award-winning showroom at 
Gillingham for inspiration and unrivalled choice. 

FREE no obligation planning. 

www.ream.co.uk 


Government Endorsed Standards 


www.trustmark.org.uk 


10-11 Matilda Close, Gillingham Business Park ME8 OPY 01634 388 331 
758 Sidcup Road, New Eltham SE9 3NS 020 8857 2489 


kbsa 

the UK kitchen bathroom bedroom 


; Terms & Conditions apply 
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CAMPAIGN 

Latest controversial 
airport design takes 
proposals out to sea 



IN THE SEA: The Latest airport design to be put forward would 
be located off the coast of Sheppey, Whitstable and Herne Bay 



What are your views? 
Share your opinion by 
writing to Airport 
Campaign, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS, or 
email editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. Sign 
the petition online at 
www.stopestuary 
airport.co.uk 


By Chrissie Daniels 

chrissie.daniels@archant.co.uk 

YET another ambitious propos¬ 
al for a multi-billion pound air¬ 
port terminal off the north Kent 
coast has emerged - this time 
linking a Thames Estuary air¬ 
port with the international rail 
terminal at Ebbsfleet. 

Dubbed the London Jubilee 
International Airport (LJIA), it 
has been put forward by a 
former advisor to London May¬ 
or Boris Johnson. 

Bridget Rosewell, former 
economic advisor to the Great¬ 
er London Authority, says the 
designs would cost £49bn and 
be open for business by 2025. 
The airport would be equipped 
to handle up to 160m passen¬ 
gers a year. 

A key difference to other de¬ 
signs already in the public do¬ 
main is that it would look to 
utilise the rail hub at Ebbsfleet 
to form part of the terminal 
complex, before a high-speed 
rail service took passengers to 
the runways, built off the coast 
of Sheppey, Whitstable and 
Herne Bay. 

It would boast five runways 
- with scope to extend to six. 

However, the plans have al¬ 
ready been slammed by a lead¬ 
ing borough and county coun¬ 
cillor who described them as 
“unworkable and unaffordable”. 

Bryan Sweetland, Conserva¬ 
tive member of Gravesham 
Borough Council and Kent 
County Council, said: “The 
Bridget Rosewell plan is just 
another in an increasing list of 
unworkable and unaffordable 
proposals that would cause un¬ 
told environmental damage to 
the Thames Estuary. The pro¬ 
posal is clearly flawed and un¬ 
workable.” 

But Ms Rosewell said she be¬ 
lieves the idea will eliminate 
noise issues for residents and 
said the plans were not unaf¬ 
fordable. 

She said: “People want to fly 
but do not want planes near 
them because they are noisy. 
The idea of putting the runway 
in the water solves the prob¬ 
lem. If we are not connected to 
the rest of the world the UK 
economy will die. All infra¬ 
structure is expensive but with¬ 
out infrastructure we do not 
have an economy. ” 

Ms Rosewell added that wild¬ 
life would not be affected as 
there are already wind farms 
on the site. 


GRAND DESIGNS 



BRIDGET Rosewell's 
proposals come hot on the 
heels of a host of other 
widely publicised plans. 

They include Lord Foster's 
plans for an airport which 
would sit on Grain and 
stretch onto reclaimed land 
in the estuary. 

The other main contender 
is by designers Gensler, who 
propose a giant futuristic 
airport with four runways 
tethered to the seabed. 

They all take their 
inspiration from an idea 
originally mooted by Boris 
Johnson and dubbed Boris 


Island, which would be sited 
in the estuary. 

ALL proposals will go 
before an independent 
commission, headed up by 
Sir Howard Davies, which will 
examine options for the UK's 
aviation industry. It is 
expected to report back by 
the end of next year. 

Other options to be 
discussed include expansion 
at Gatwick-strongly 
opposed by people living in 
west Kent who already suffer 
noise from planes flying over 
- and a third runway at 
Heathrow. 


Ahead for Business 11 

Fee-free business 
loans now 
with 1 % off the 
interest rate 

One way we're helping business get ahead 


As the biggest lender to small businesses in the UK, we're fully committed to providing 
the support you need to succeed. So, as well as making all our business loans fee-free, 
we're also offering a 1 % interest rate discount on loans of five years or less. The funding 
is available due to our participation in the Government's Funding for Lending Scheme 
(FLS) and is limited to £2.5 billion, offered on a first-come, first-served basis. So why 
not find out today how we could help you achieve your business ambitions? 



She said: “If the turbines can 
be there then we can put the 
airport there. It’s not where 
there are lots of birds. 

“[We are] trying to get the 
planes away from the people 
with a minimum impact on the 
environment.” 

However, a spokesman for 
CPRE Protect Kent said the air¬ 
port was not needed. 


He said: “We are not con¬ 
vinced that there is any need 
for any more air capacity in the 
south east. Even if there were, 
anything in the Thames Estu¬ 
ary would be abysmal. ” 

Kent County Council, Med¬ 
way Council and surrounding 
borough and district councils 
are all opposed to the idea of a 
Thames Estuary airport. 


Find out more, call 0800 529 8089 

Typetalk 18001 0800 529 8089 
Visit natwest.com/ahead 


Funding for Lending 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm (excluding Bank Holidays). 

Calls may be recorded. 

Please note that the FLS cannot be applied to overdrafts, or business credit cards. 

Offer is only available for loans. Usual lending conditions apply. Structured Finance and 
Real Estate Finance are excluded. 

Security may be required for which a fee may apply. Over 18s only. 


ANY PROPERTY USED AS SECURITY, WHICH MAY INCLUDE YOUR HOME, 
MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT. 


NatWest 
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HEALTH 

GPs to offer superfast testing service at 
HIV hot spots in bid to halt rise in infection 


WHAT IS HIV? 


HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) 
attacks the body's immune system. 

In late-stage HIV infection, also 
known as AIDS, the weakened 
immune system means the body 
is more vulnerable to life-threatening 
conditions such as pneumonia 
and cancer. 

The virus is passed on through 
exchanging bodily fluids, most 
commonly through unprotected sex, 
sharing needles to inject drugs and 
birth or breastfeeding, when an 
infected mother can pass the virus to 
her baby. 

The most common HIV symptoms 
are similar to flu and include fever, 


sore throat, body rash, tiredness, joint 
and muscle pain along with swollen 
glands. 

Of the 6,630 new cases of HIV in 
2009 in the UK, more than half (54 per 
cent) got infected through hetero¬ 
sexual sex, and 42 per cent through 
sex between men. 

In 2010, around 91,500 people were 
living with HIV in the UK, a figure made 
up from 69,424 who were diagnosed 
with HIV and an estimate of just over 
22,000 who were undiagnosed. 

Anyone in the Bromley area 
concerned can contact the HIV Advice 
Hotline on 01689 866647 for further 
information about HIV and treatments. 



By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

A 60-second test for HIV is be¬ 
ing piloted in Bromley after a 
huge surge in those infected. 

Health officials believe cases 
have risen 300 per cent in the 
past five years to over 500. 

Now a new test that can be 
done at a doctor’s surgery is be¬ 
ing piloted in the Penge and 
north Beckenham areas, said 
to be HIV hotspots. 

HIV experts say because the 
rise in numbers has been so 
dramatic, they fear one in four 
carriers may be completely un¬ 
aware they are infected. 

They said this means they 
are missing out on life-saving 
treatment and can consequent¬ 
ly unknowingly infect others. 

If HIV is detected early it can 
be treated, allowing those with 
HIV to live a normal life span. 
Late diagnosis is the biggest 
factor associated with HlV-re- 
lated death in the UK. 


And that’s the reason for 
launching the confidential and 
instant finger prick test for HIV 
in selected GP practices. 

A spokesman for NHS Brom¬ 
ley said: “It involves no pain, 
no needles and no hassle. Our 


Rapid HIV Test is a simple two- 
step process, giving accurate 
results in 60 seconds. 

“We give one finger a very 
slight prick that may not even 
be noticed. A smear of blood is 
taken and in 60 seconds or less, 


there is a result. They can ei¬ 
ther leave right away, or stay 
and get any support needed.” 

The test is available to new 
patients aged 15 to 59 at the 
time of registration; the most 
at-risk sectors of society. 


Patients with HIV-related 
symptoms can take the test 
along with those with identi¬ 
fied risks and any individual 
who may be concerned about 
their health. 

Anyone worried can also ask 


their GP to refer them to the 
GUM (Genito-Urinary Medi¬ 
cine) clinic or local hospital for 
a test but this can take longer. 

The spokesman added: 
“Partly, HIV rates are increas¬ 
ing because people get diag¬ 
nosed too late and have already 
transmitted the infection. 

“Using condoms is still the 
best protection where you do 
not know your partner’s HIV 
status. Intravenous drug use is 
responsible for a very small 
proportion of new HIV infec¬ 
tions; most are caused by un¬ 
protected heterosexual sex and 
the majority of the remainder 
by sex between men. 

“Our message to the public is 
to be sure of their HIV status 
and get tested, especially if they 
are in a high risk group.” 

To mark World AIDS Day on 
December 1, health profession¬ 
als in Bromley took to the 
streets this weekend to high¬ 
light HIV awareness and ex¬ 
plain its confidential services. 
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MTW Healthcare 

The Weils Suite 


Considering cosmetic surgery? Put yourself in expert hands 



Renowned cosmetic surgeon 
Mr Brent Tanner MD (Cantab.) 
FRCS is taking bookings for free 
initial consultations at The Wells 
Suite at The Tunbridge Wells 
Hospital at Pembury. 


A 


Mr Tanner offers a wealth of experience in all procedures including: 


• Breast reduction and enlargement 

• Liposuction 

• Brow lift 

• Breast augmentation 

• Thigh and buttock lift 

• Lip enhancement 

• Excessive skin removal 

• Rhinoplasty 


• Abdominoplasty (tummy tuck) 

• Face and neck lifts 


For an appointment and no obligation opportunity to discuss how cosmetic surgery could help you, please call 01892 635842. 

mtwhealthcare.co.uk 
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T DC 


A One Day 

- Solution to a Implant Centres 

Denture Free Life 


As seen on 
The Discovery Channel™ 

Before After 



Visit www.smileinaday.co.uk 

to see photos and videos 


• Our proven technique allows implants 


and teeth to be fitted in one day 

• Perfect for people with missing 
or loose teeth 

• Requires no bone grafting 

• Can be used even if you have 
been told you can’t have implants 


“I'm so proud of 
my new teeth. 
I'm still getting 
used to smiling.” 

-Jackie N. London 


92 Sandgate Road 
Folkestone, Kent CT202BE 


77 Harley Street 
London wig son 


Cathedral Square 
Peterborough pei ixw 


Our experienced clinical team is led by UK-registered 
Specialist Periodontist, Dr. Michael Zybutz* 

BDS (Rand), MS (USA), Cert.Perio. (USA) 


Regain a permanent, natural smile 

in just one day. 

For your free consultation call 

0800 041 3011 


**lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 



www.smileinaday.co.uk 
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Kent on Sunday tastecard offer... 

FREE tastecard for every user! 

50% OFF & 2 for 1 at 6500+ UK restaurants 
FREE 1-month tastecard for all Kent on Sunday readers ... 

A tastecard gives you 50% OFF or 2-For-1 Meals at over 6500+ UK restaurants. As a 
reader of KOS you can join the tasteclub for 1 month.FOR FREE! 

Your tastecard enables you to enjoy 50% off the total food bill or 2-For-1 across starters, 
mains & desserts at over 6500 restaurants throughout the UK - simply 'flash' your card at 
any participating eatery and your food bill will be automatically halved! 

As an KOS reader we are giving you the 
opportunity to join taste for a whole month 
absolutely free of charge. You don't need to 
provide any payment details - simply supply 
your name, email and address details and 
your free tastecard will be despatched to 
you. 

Restaurants include: PizzaExpress, Gourmet 
Burger Kitchen (gbk), Zizzi, Bella Italia, Cafe 
Rouge, ASK Italian, Strada, La Tasca & 

Prezzo - to Michelin rated and AA rosette 
establishments from Marco Pierre White, 

Gregg Wallace, Cyrus Todiwala MBE and 
Mark Baumann! Plus they even have gastro 
pubs and local haunts to choose from too, the choice is absolutely huge! 

When your 'out and about' we also have a host of free mobile solutions to enable you to get 
full use of your tastecard, iphone, Android & Blackberry all free to download! 

Join over 700,000 members who benefit from the taste Vz Price discount, for 1 month ... 

FOR FREE! 

Get yours today ... 
www.tastecard.co.uk/trial/kos 

No bank details needed, just a free membership. This offer is available to UK residents only. Only one 
membership can be claimed per household. The price of a full annual membership to taste is £79.95. 





CAFE ROUGE 
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FOSTERING 

Ukip foster parent row: KCC insist 
political views not a factor here 



ANGRY: Nigel Farage was Left fuming over the row in Rotherham 


MP’S HUSBAND STEPS DOWN 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

KENT County Council has cat¬ 
egorically stated it would never 
remove foster children from 
the homes of Ukip supporters 
following uproar over a deci¬ 
sion taken in Rotherham. 

County Hall chiefs insisted 
political persuasion is not a fac¬ 
tor in considering foster par¬ 
ents. Medway Council refused 
to comment. 

Kent underlined the stance 
after it emerged officials at La¬ 
bour-controlled Rotherham 
Council had recently taken 
three ethnic minority young¬ 
sters from the home of a couple 
that had been looking after 
them. 

The reason, it is claimed, is 
because the couple back the 
UK Independence Party, which 
campaigns against an ‘open 
door policy’ on immigration, 
but has no racist agenda. 

The council leader at Rother¬ 
ham, Roger Stone, claimed it 
was a “very complex case”. It 


has admitted it was a wrong 
decision, and a council state¬ 
ment said: “Membership of 
Ukip should not bar someone 
from fostering.” 

But the action has brought 
about wide condemnation. Ed¬ 
ucation secretary Michael Gove 
has ordered a full inquiry. 

The foster parents, in their 


50s, are now demanding to 
know if they will be allowed to 
continue looking after chil¬ 
dren, and also want the council 
to clear their name. They can’t 
be identified in order to protect 
the vulnerable children who 
have been in their care. 

We asked both KCC and 
Medway Council for their poli¬ 


cies on fostering criteria and 
specifically if political persua¬ 
sion would be considered dur¬ 
ing selection. 

Mairead MacNeil, director of 
specialist children’s services at 
Kent County Council said: 
“Foster carers are assessed only 
on their ability to meet a varie¬ 
ty of children’s needs or an in¬ 
dividual child’s specific needs.” 

But a spokesman for Med¬ 
way said: “This is not the sort 
of thing we would talk about.” 

Ukip leader Nigel Farage, 
who lives in Westerham, said: 
“I was very upset and very an¬ 
gry at hearing about this case. 

“This couple has been foster¬ 
ing for many years and are 
very decent people. It must 
have been an awful shock to 
them and to the children. 

“Politically, I am not sur¬ 
prised at all. This is typical of 
the sort of bigotry we get from 
the Labour Party and Labour- 
controlled councils. 

“I want the couple pardoned, 
I want the children returned, 
and yes, heads should roll.” 


MAIDSTONE MP Helen 
Grant has "Lost the trust" of 
the electorate, according to 
her constituency assistant, 
after her husband resigned 
from her office this week. 

Simon Grant stepped 
down after differences 
between his contract and 
other members of staff Left 
the equalities minister in an 
"embarrassing position". 

It was the Latest blow for 
the Conservative MP, who 
has faced criticism for plans 
to sell her constituency office 
and an expenses claims for a 
London home - despite Living 
in Reigate, just 19 miles from 
Westminster. 

Mr Grant’s contract, it 
emerged this week, entitled 
him to 26 weeks' sick pay - 
while other staff were told 
they could have just two. 

It follows a row with 
constituency assistant 
Tony Williams who 
claimed Mrs Grant had 
altered his contract to 
reduce sick pay, 
uncovered when he 
needed 

treatment for a 
heart problem. 

In a 

statement, Mr 


Grant said he had resigned 
after telling his wife of the 
discrepancy nearly two 
months after it was identified 
by the Independent Parlia¬ 
mentary Standards Authority 
(IPSA). 

Simon Grant said: "Failing 
to teLL my wife...was an error 
of judgement which has put 
her in an embarrassing 
position through no fault of 
her own. 

“I have gained nothing 
from the discrepancy itself 
which was a genuine 
oversight." 

Mr Williams said this week: 
"She's Lost the trust of the 
electorate." 

A statement from Mrs 
Grant's office said: "His (Mr 
Grant's) contract was 
created from the I PSA's 
permanent staff template, 
not the template used 
for all of her other 
staff. 

"The standard sick 
pay clause in Mr 
Grant's permanent 
contract was not 
amended - this 
was the case 
through oversight 
on his part rather 
than design." 



for Ashford 


YOUR NEW WASTE AND 
RECYCLING SERVICE 


Ashford's household waste and recycling 
collections will change from April 2013. 



S3^- 



***** 







o 




Ashford 


ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Visit www.ashford.gov.uk/waste for more details 









12 I week ending December 2, 2012 


KWE 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk 


NATURE 

TV star’s fear for our ‘wonderful 
forests’ as ash trees face threat 


By Dean Kilpatrick 

dean.kiLpatrick@archant.co.uk 

SURVIVAL expert Ray Mears has 
voiced his concerns about the future 
of Kent’s forests as ash dieback threat¬ 
ens to wipe out up to 90 per cent of 
ash trees in the county. 

Television presenter Mr Mears, who 
has a house on the Kent and East Sus¬ 
sex border near Tunbridge Wells, said 
he knew the county’s countryside 
very well after growing up in the 
North Downs. 

And he spoke of his worries that the 
fungal disease could seriously devas¬ 
tate our landscape. 

There are approximately 5.5 mil¬ 
lion ash trees in Kent, with some ex¬ 
perts predicting the Chalara fraxinea 
disease could affect up to 90 per cent 
of them over the next ten years. 

So far, there have been 11 con¬ 
firmed cases of the deadly fungus in 
the county - with most of the affected 
trees between Dover and Ashford. 

Surival expert Mr Mears said more 
needed to be done to protect the coun¬ 
ty’s forests. 



Speaking to this newspaper after 
working with students from the coun¬ 
ty, the Survival star said: “We are very 
lucky here because we have such 
wonderful forests, so, yes, I’m very 
worried because ash trees are my fa¬ 
vourite kinds of trees. I’m very con¬ 
cerned.” 

The 48-year-old also said people 
took the countryside for granted and 


SURVIVAL Sevenoaks won the opportunity to 
take part in an adventure challenge 
with the expert after they submitted a 
project as part of the npower Climate 
Cops SOS competition, which would 
see them create an outdoor assault 
course. 

After impressing Mr Mears and a 
judging panel, the students got to 
meet the television presenter in the 
Lake District for a number of outdoor 
tasks. 

He said: “I’ve spent the last two days 
teaching them how to make fire. I 
have taught them several different 
methods to use and have used that as 
a vehicle to teach other things like 
teamwork and how they look at them¬ 
selves. 

“Together we are enjoying the envi¬ 
ronment and fresh air and I am really 
impressed by these ‘green-agers’ - 
there are definitely some future wild¬ 
life warriors amongst them.” 

School staff member David Beach 
added: “The students worked hard to 
come up with original and creative 
activities for their fellow students, and 
had lots of fun doing it too.” 


SKILLS: Ray 

Mears took 
pupils from 
Wrotham 
School on 
an adventure 
challenge 
recently as 
a reward 
for winning 
a climate 
change 
competition 


not enough concern had been shown 
before ash dieback was discovered in 
Britai n . 

Mr Mears added: “It’s interesting 
that people have taken this long to re¬ 
alise how wonderful our forests are. 

“Not so long ago, all the doors and 
frames were made of oak before they 
became aluminium.” 

Pupils from Wrotham School in 



CHALARA dieback of ash is a 
serious disease of ash trees 
caused by a fungus called 
Chalara fraxinea (C fraxinea). 

It causes Leaf Loss and dieback 
in affected trees, and usually 
leads to tree death. 

It is believed the disease was 
first detected in Poland in 1992 
and has spread across Europe, 
reaching the UK earlier this year. 

Cases in Kent were first 
confirmed in November. 

According to the Forestry 
Commission, it is being treated as 
a quarantine pest under nationaL 
emergency measures, and it is 
important that suspected cases 
of the disease are reported. 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

WINDOWS 


WNDOWS 
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£ 2,378 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 




Celebrating over 31 years 
— of beautiful windows- 

Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


H Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

H SArgon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Enefgy Window 


* 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

SupagEaze it! 

All of our installers 
are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

L Offers end . 
11th j 
December/ 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634 294 696 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 102.8 


1 HH Essj! 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. |pp 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322 290525 www.supaglazing.comS 
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Need extra space...consider a log cabin 

A modern, low cost alternative to a house extension has arrived in the form of the 
log cabin. Why not have the office at the end of the garden or give the children the 
ultimate kids den. Either way, a ^okn^° log cabin will provide the ultimate garden 
accessory and an elegant focal point to instantly transform your outdoor space 



ORDER 
NOW 

To get a further 
10% off on orders 
placed in November 
& December, you can 
arrange installation 
anytime 


• NO HIDDEN EXTRAS all packages include vat, delivery, installation, roof 
coverings, fixings, door & window furniture 

• SUPERIOR QUALITY COMPONENTS thicker walls, roof & floor boards, 
premium quality windows & doors 

• FREE SITE SURVEYS & ESTIMATES - from our friendly, experienced staff 

• NO PRESSURE SELLING - we don't need to, our product sells itself 

• FULL BACK UP SERVICE - unparalleled warranty & after service 

• MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE AVAILABLE - we can fiilly design, 
manufacture and build your log cabin to your specifications 


available with...internal rooms/laminate flooring/double glazing/insulation/electrics/climate control 

Call us for a free colour brochure or a no obligation quotation on 0845 45 99 444 

Johnsons Nursery Polhill Garden Centre Notcutts Garden Centre 

Old Thanet Way, Outside Display Area Outside Display Area 

near McDonalds, Chestfield, London Road, Halstead, Newham Court Village 
Whitstable CT5 3JD Sevenoaks TN14 7AD Maidstone ME14 5LH 

www.johnsonsgardenbuildings.co.uk 
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LITERATURE 

Brave RAF pilot’s diary 
offers a unique insight 
into battle for the skies 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE diary of a young, heroic, Battle of Britain pi¬ 
lot, which recounts a frantic dogfight in the skies 
over Maidstone, has just been published. 

It describes the wartime career of George Bar¬ 
clay who survived being shot down three times 
and escaped from the Nazis in occupied France, 
but was sadly killed in action in North Africa. 

Now, 70 years after his death, Battle of Britain 
Pilot: The Self-Portrait of an RAF Fighter Pilot 
and Escaper is thought to be the only record of its 
kind. It tells how the heroic Norfolk-born squad¬ 
ron leader took to the skies in the Hurricanes 
and Spitfires, and who describes being shot down 
for the first time as a “most novel experience”. 

The day-to-day log of the conflict, written 
against Ministry of Defence security rules, was 
undiscovered for years before being found by 
Barclay’s family in a small parcel, along with his 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

It has been published by Haynes with the help 
of the pilot’s younger brother Richard, 86, and 
historians who pieced together the unique story. 

Barclay was just 20 when he was called up to 
fight against the Nazis in 1939, and trained as a 
fighter pilot. His diary was written on two exer¬ 
cise books filled with scraps of writing paper, 
with each page detailing his experiences and 
emotions as he fought for his country. 

It finishes before the Allies secured victory as he 
was killed in action at the age of 22 as he com¬ 
manded 238 Hurricane Squadron at El Alamein. 

His first entry begins: “Yesterday evening we 
were told we were to move to North Weald, 
Essex, today, to relieve the war-weary and much 
shot up 56 Squadron.” 

Days later he was shot down, but managed to 
crash-land his aircraft. 

Later the diary describes 12 British planes 
patrolling the skies over Maidstone - of which 
only seven returned. 

He wrote: “We went off just before tea by our- 
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selves and climbing up to 23,000ft over Maid¬ 
stone... I was leading yellow section and looking 
after the squadron’s tail. 

“The odds today have been unbelievable (and 
we are all really very shaken!). There are bombs 
and things falling around tonight and a terrific 
gun barrage. Has a blitz begun?” 

Barclay was shot down for the second time on 
November 29 at 22,000ft, but chose not to open 
his parachute until he reached 2,000ft. 

He recorded the incident: “I was shot down to¬ 
day - a most novel experience. As I fell out and 
down on my back one of my boots fell off, appar¬ 
ently to me falling upwards as I left it behind. ” 

On September 20, 1941, the fighter pilot was 
downed for a third time after being ’jumped’ by 
five Me 109 fighters as he flew over France in a 
Spitfire. He ended up in a French field where he 
turned his uniform inside out to hide the insig¬ 
nia, and pretended to be a farm worker as Nazis 
came looking for him. 

Historian Humphrey Wynn, who edited the 
book, said: “As a document, it is as important as 
a personal account of any other great battle such 
as the diary of an Elizabethan seaman in the Ar¬ 
mada or one of Nelson’s officers at Trafalgar.” 

■ Battle of Britain Pilot: The Self-Portrait of 
an RAF Fighter Pilot and Escaper, published 
by Haynes, is available from bookshops 
priced £25. 


Boiler breakdown? 


You can hire 

The British Gas Team 


Our team of 
professional 
engineers will fix 
your boiler fast, 
and you’ll get: 



A competitive fixed-price quote 
y Parts and labour included* 

All work guaranteed for 
12 months 


For a one-off boiler repair call 

0800 000 999 + 

quoting X826 


You don’t even need to be a British Gas customer, 
so save the number in your phone today. 


a 

British Gas 

britishgas.co.uk Looking after your world 


* Terms and conditions apply. For further information visit 
britishgas.co.uk/999 $ Prices for households within the M25 
vary, t Calls may be monitored and/or recorded for quality 
assurance and compliance purposes. 



LEADING MAN: George Barclay was shot down three times before he was killed in battle, aged 22 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 



Captivating diving. Masca Valley 
treks. Year-round sunshine 
and endless, majestic beaches. 
Escape to a land where the 
spirit of summer never fades. 

Route launches 29th March 2013. 

Book now at ba.com/gatwick 

To Fly. To Serve. 



Limited availability. Prices are one-way including taxes and charges, correct as of 26/11/12 but are subject to change at any time. Departing from London 
Gatwick to Tenerife South Airport for travel between 15/04/13 - 27/06/13 but excluding 23/05/13 - 03/06/13. For full terms and conditions go to 
ba.com/gatwick 
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MUSIC 

It’s only rock ‘n* roll (but 
50 years on we still like it) 

By Chris Britcher m 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk ^ 

z 

IT was 52 years ago that Mick Jagger and P 
Keith Richards bumped into each other at £ 

Dartford train station and rekindled a friend- g 
ship which would result in the creation of 
one of the world’s best loved rock bands. 

And to mark the 50-year anniversary of 
the group’s first live show at London’s 
Marquee Club in 1962, the band hit the 
stage of the 02 Arena in Greenwich for 
two sell-out performances. 

Their first UK show for five years took 
place last Sunday, with special guests dur¬ 
ing the two-and-a-half-hour performance 
including former band members Bill 
Wyman and Mick Taylor, as well as Mary J 
Blige. The second was on Thursday night. 

Tickets for the two shows had attracted 
criticism, with prices starting at more than 
£100 and soaring into the thousands for 
those wanting hospitality packages. 

During the first show, Mr Jagger, 69, 
quipped: “How is everyone in the cheap- 
seats? Oh, there aren’t any.” 

In addition to the two London shows, 

the band are also performing two nights in TOGETHER: The Rolling Stones at the premiere of Crossfire Hurricane during the BFI 
New York. London Film Festival in October. Right, they played two gigs at The 02 Arena last week 



THE STONES IN NUMBERS 


£106 

£3,250 

£16m 

273 

200m+ 


price of the cheapest ticket 
(inc booking fee) for 02 shows 

price offered per ticket for front 
row seats via secondary ticketing 
site Seatwave.com this week 

reported sum paid to band 
for their four shows 

combined age of the four 
remaining band members 

number of album sales 
worldwide 


EARLY GIGS IN KENT 


1963 August 5 Dreamland Ballroom, Margate 
September 5 Strand Palais, Walmer 

November 1 Odeon Theatre, Rochester (two shows) 

1964 January 8 Granada Theatre, Maidstone (two shows) 
February 15 Odeon Theatre, Rochester (two shows) 
March 17 Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells 

March 31 West Cliff Hall, Ramsgate 

April 4 Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

May 17 Odeon Theatre, Folkestone (two shows) 

1965 March 4 Odeon Theatre, Rochester (two shows) 
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Garden Centre | Festive Events | Farm Foodhall | Restaurant | Home Delivery | Gift Wrapping | Free Parking 
Dobbies Garden World | Rutherford Road | Eureka Leisure Park | Ashford | Kent | TN25 4BN | Tel: 01233 619 360 
Dobbies Garden World | Courteney Road | Gillingham | ME8 0FB | Tel: 01634 224 630 

(^) www.dobbies.com 

All offers available while stocks last. Offers are not valid in conjunction with any other discount, offer or promotion. Products may vary from store to store. 
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CHRISTMAS 


Events switch on our enthusiasm 
for the season as towns are lit up 




* 

w 
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By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

IT’S beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas, after towns across the 
county started the countdown to 
the big day by unveiling their fes¬ 
tive lights and attractions. 

Thousands of people headed into 
Maidstone to watch the lights 
switch-on, while in Tonbridge there 
were huge crowds for its Christmas 
Festival, which ended in a dramatic 
firework display. 

Meanwhile, in Tunbridge Wells, 
the ice rink in Calverly Grounds 
opened for the second year, and 
saw hundreds take to the ice, while 
traders set up shop in chalets 
pitched around the rink’s edge. 

Mayor of Tonbridge and Mailing, 
Dave Davis, was among the crowd 
who watched the firework display 
after listening to a number of local 
bands performing. 

He said: “It was fantastic to see so 
many people come out to celebrate 
Tonbridge’s Christmas Festival. The 
lights looked spectacular this year 
and the reflection on the river made 
it all the more magical.” 

Malcolm Greer, cabinet member 
for economic and commercial de¬ 
velopment at Maidstone Borough 
Council, said: “There was a real 
buzz in the town as the lights went 
on and it was great to see so many 
people with smiley faces and Christ¬ 
mas cheer.” 

And in Tunbridge Wells there 
was delight despite the miserable 
weather. Last year unseasonably 
warm weather saw the ice rink’s 
first week dogged by the ice melting 
and strong winds preventing it from 
refreezing. 

There were displays from the jun- 



FESTIVE: From Left, Tonbridge was 
illuminated by fireworks; Tunbridge 
Wells hosted an ice hockey display; 
and Maidstone is also now lit up 

ior team of Gillingham ice hockey 
side the Invicta Dynamos and also a 
choir as visitors strapped on their 
skates. 

Jane March, portfolio holder for 
tourism, leisure and economic de¬ 
velopment said: “Nearly 300 people 
attended the opening of the ice rink. 
Despite the wet weather, figures 
over the weekend were higher than 
last year, with a large number of 
skaters enjoying the attraction.” 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or WORK ACCIDENT? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in accidents at work, 
medical negligence, head injuries and car/motorcycle accidents. 


ior> 



Contact us now 
Telephone 

01227 768374 

Email 

; 14 Rose Lane, Canterbury 
WWW, girfivtgtparsovtafin jury* ojuIi 


NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 
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| Keyfree is the very la^st 
door security from Briteli 
allowing you to access 
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Composite front doors, fully installed 


and protect your property 
without a key. 


incl. VAT. 


CALL 
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FENSA 


Showrooms throughout 
the South East of England 


See website for full addresses 


Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co . u k 


Off our normal list price 
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ENVIRONMENT 

The battle for 

Conservation groups go head-to-head 


By Dean Kilpatrick 

dean.kiLpatrick@archant.co.uk 

ENVIRONMENTAL groups have been left divided 
over plans which could see an ancient woodland 
make way for the extension of a ragstone quarry. 

A public inquiry into the heavily disputed 
plans to lengthen the existing site into Oaken 
Wood in Maidstone began this week after more 
than 1,000 objections to the proposals were sub¬ 
mitted to Kent County Council. 

However, the plans to remove trees from the 
woodlands have divided environmental groups 
and the public alike. 

Both the Woodland Trust and Kent Wildlife 
Trust are to speak against the plans at the in¬ 
quiry, but the Kent branch of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England, Protect Kent, says cam¬ 
paigners should look at the bigger picture. 

Ragstone produced at the Kentish quarry has 
been used for buildings such as Westminster Ab¬ 
bey and the Tower of London, and Protect Kent 
says the end products contribute to the environ¬ 
ment as much as the woodlands. 

However, the Woodland Trust and Kent Wild¬ 
life Trust say the proposed development would 
destroy ancient woodland and a number of spe¬ 
cies which reside in the area. Some 32 acres of 
Oaken Wood could get the chop, which consists 
mostly of sweet chestnut coppice. 


The plans to extend the existing ragstone 
quarry were submitted by the Gallagher 
Group back in 2010, and the application was 
approved by KCC in 2011, despite a large 
number of objections. 

However, a public inquiry was called after the 
Woodland Trust and Kent Wildlife Trust re¬ 
quested the matter be addressed by the Secretary 
of State. 

The company behind the proposals insists it 
will return the land to its current state once the 
production of ragstone has ceased. 

Gallagher Group chief executive Nick Yandle 
said: “This application is good for Kent, good for 
local jobs and, with time, will see the doubling of 
the woodland footprint, from 33 hectares to 66 
hectares, with indigenous species such as oak. 

“The future well-being of some of the county’s 
best-loved ancient buildings depends on this ap¬ 
plication being approved as many were con¬ 
structed with, and are, preserved using Kentish 
ragstone.” 

The company also said the extension was nec¬ 
essary to meet demand for the material, although 
this is disputed by opponents. 

The inquiry is ongoing. 

■ What do you think of the plans? Write to 
us at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or KOS 
Media, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS. 


Windows 8, get your 
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make, believe 
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seconds, 
runs for 
days 


Type and 
write, touch 
and tap 


Available in 11", 15" & 17" 


hands on it now 

At your local Sony Centre, we'll help you create 
your own laptop based on how you use it. 


VAIO Recommends Windows 8. 


Faster, more 
intuitive 
touchscreen 
^computing 
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portable VAIO 
from £699 
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Available at your local Sony Centre 

Sony Centre, Royal Victoria Place, Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2SS, Tel 01892 522226 
Also available at the Sony Centre in 
Brighton, Horsham, & Portsmouth 


Sony Centre 


Beautiful, fast, fluid SB Windows 8 
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Oaken Wood 


over controversial quarry plans 



CHOICES: The inquiry will decide whether to allow planning permission to extend the 
current Hermitage Quarry onto land covered by the highly valued Oaken Wood 


FOR I AGAINST 


Jamie Weir 

Public relations 
manager of 
Protect Kent 

CPRE Protect Kent 
wants the best for 
all of Kent, and 
indeed rural 
communities 
across England. 

We regularly 
have to think about 
development from 
a strategic view¬ 
point, and we often 
have to deal with 
contentious 
proposals. This is one such proposal. 

Having given this very careful consideration, 
we decided not to object to the extension of 
Hermitage Quarry, provided that conditions are 
imposed to ensure quarrying is carried out as 
sustainably as possible, and assurances are given 
regarding its reinstatement to woodland once the 
quarry is no longer operational. 

Many of our country's most important heritage 
buildings, such as Westminster Abbey and the 
Tower of London, were constructed using Kentish 
ragstone, and their maintenance will require a 
reliable supply of replacement stone. 

This is obviously both a sensitive and controversial 
application, but provided the appropriate conditions 
are met CPRE Protect Kent does not object to this 
proposal. 



Sue Young 

Head of conservation, 
policy and evidence at 
Kent Wildlife Trust 

Once ancient woodland has 
been destroyed, it’s gone 
forever. 

The natural value of the site lies not just in trees, but 
in the interdependent woodland animals, plants, fungi 
and soils that have developed together over hundreds 
of years, and this complexity cannot be replicated. 

Oaken Wood supports many species of conservation 
importance: we will do our best to ensure that Kent 
does not lose any more of its ancient woodland 
biodiversity. 

Nikki Williams 

Head of campaigning at the Woodland Trust 

Oaken Wood is the biggest test for the future of 
ancient woodland since the National Planning Policy 
Framework came into play 
earlier this year. 

To lose it would seta 
dangerous precedent. We are 
confident that the need for and 
benefits of the mineral 
extraction at Oaken Wood do 
not outweigh the loss 
of this irreplaceable ancient 
woodland and look forward to 
defending this precious wildlife habitat for the benefit 
of generations to come. 
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Live the dream 

at BEAUTIFUL 

Bwdgfrt* 

Experience the difference 


Brand new holiday homes 
from £32,000 
Luxury holiday twins 
from £80,000 

This quiet, family-run park is walking 
distance from Westwood Cross shopping 
centre and just 2 miles from Broadstairs. 

Facilities include 

heated indoor pool, gym, launderette 
and bar/restaurant 

Not suitable for children. 
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Margate 



The View Guest House, with 
it's Art Deco Style exterior 
and contemporary interior, 
is the perfect place to stay 
on the East Kent Coast. 

The guest house is ideally located 
within easy reach of Margate's Old 
Town where you will find the newly 
opened dynamic Turner 
Contemporary.The area is also well 
known for its many art galleries and 
quirky bars and restaurants. 

Upon your arrival you will be 
greeted by your host who will 
show you around the beautifully 
finished interior, which you are free 
to enjoy and relax in for the 
duration of your stay.Your bags will 
be carried to your room where you 
will be able to unwind with 
complimentary refreshments and 
chocolates. 

The guest house is also the perfect 
location for entertaining. A number 
of packages are available for dinner 
parties and private functions 

It is our aim that our guests enjoy a 
restful stay within a casual, relaxed 
ambience mixed with a dash 
of luxury. 


Tel: 01843 299878 



20 Palm Bay Avenue, Margate CT9 3DQ 
www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk 
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EVENT 

Woggle-tastic! Scouts set 
to gather from around the 
world for jamboree party 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

MORE than 3,000 scouts and guides 
from around the world will be dib- 
dib-dibing next year for the Kent In¬ 
ternational Jamboree. 

Staged at the Kent County Show 
Ground in Detling, representatives 
from 30 nations have confirmed 
their attendance, with some travel¬ 
ling from as far as Japan, Sri Lanka, 
Lagos and Denmark. 

It will be the fifth event of its kind, 
with the event taking place every 
four years, for what is billed as a 
week of fun, adventure and interna¬ 
tional friendship running from July 
27 to August 3. 

Jamboree director Andy Trill said: 
“We’re excited to be welcoming 
thousands of scouts and guides next 
summer, something that wouldn’t 
be possible without the dedication of 
our volunteers. We will spend thou¬ 
sands of hours organising this event 



to ensure it’s a success. 

“Our scouts and guides will be able 
to meet thousands of other young 
people from different cultures and 
countries as well as take on seven dif¬ 
ferent activity zones together.” 

And another organiser, Chris 
Lrankland, added: “Jamborees are a 
fantastic opportunity for young peo¬ 
ple to meet others from literally all 
around the world. 

“We’re really looking forward to 
next year and the return of some of 
our favourite activities. 

“Many of the international contin¬ 
gents will be staying in Kent after the 


week-long jamboree, taking in some 
of the local scouts’ hospitality before 
departing home. 

“Jamborees are an international 
celebration for young people in¬ 
volved in scouting and guiding. The 
spirit of a jamboree involves making 
friends while sharing new adven¬ 
tures. There will be an active and en¬ 
ergetic programme that will allow 
young people to grow in confidence. 

“Our philosophy has always been 
about offering a jamboree experience 
born from our scouting and guiding 
traditions and providing a camp with 
both an intimate feel and the chance 
to have fun.” 

Mr Lrankland added: “Just like the 
Olympics and World Cup, it takes 
place every four years and we have 
high hopes that in 2013 it will be our 
best event yet. Scouts and guides will 
have the opportunity to try more 
than 100 different activities in the 
programme zones, including climb¬ 
ing, abseiling and water events.” 



FRIENDS: Scouts and guides from all over the world are set to attend the jamboree 


AN INSPIRATIONAL AMBASSADOR 


WORLD traveller Phil Packer MBE has been unvieled 
as the Scout Association's newest ambassador. 

The inspirational figure suffered a severe spinal 
injury while on active durty as a serviceman in Iraq and 
was told he would never walk again. But he overcome 
his problems to inspire others with personal challenges 
including parachuting, rowing, mountain climbing and 
several marathons. 

He even rowed across the Channel less than a year 
after sustaining the injuries. 

Mr Packer has spent this year walking the whole of 
the UK, with scouts joining him at many points in his 
journey, as part of his own charity challenge. It included 
a visit to Kent. 
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A donation of lOp 
will be made to 
Hospice in the Weald 
for every Grotto visit. 


Visit Santa in his ™ 
Winter Wonderland 
Grotto located on 
level I opposite M&S 

Open every day* 
until Christmas 
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OrchardFencingLtd 


Offering an extensive range of fencing 
£t materials for Commercial, Domestic, Est - 1989 



Industrial ft Agricultural service 


www.orchardfencing.co.uk 

info@orchardfencing.co.uk 


Call us today for a competitive price! 



Catford 

020 8698 4064 

Ardoch Road, Catford, 
London SE6 1SZ 
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Erlth 

01322 347799 

Landau Way, Darent Park 
Industrial Estate, Wallhouse 
Road, Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 
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Welling 

020 8855 6961 

Stephenson Close, Welling, 
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★ Free Delivery 

★ Expert advice 

★ Family company established 1925 


2 AMAZING OFFERS FOR DELIVERY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


'MAHON' IN LEATHER / LEATHER MATCH 




Buy both 
for only 

£799 


available in Espresso Brown / Black / White - Chair also available 


'FORNELLS' ALL RECLINING SETTEES IN LEATHER / LEATHER MATCH 




Buy both 
for only 

£999 


available in Espresso Brown / Black / Red - chair also available 


ALSO SHERBORNE UPHOLSTERY - PRE XMAS OFFER 



FREE CHAIR OR 
MANUAL RECLINER 



Terms and conditions: Sofa and chair (or 2 sofas) must be purchased to qualify for free chair 


4-6 Union Square, The Pantiles, i I • . i i • 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8HE Immediate delivery 


Tel: 01892 614150 


on all stock items. 
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KENT REMEMBERED 



BACK IN TIME: Authors Paul Wells and Jeff Howes with the book which launched last weekend 

Exploring rich history 
of gateway to the UK 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

FOR centuries, Dover has been 
Britain’s frontline. 

Its majestic white cliffs rising 
from the murky waters of the 
English Channel have inspired 
generation after generation; a 
potent symbol of the begin¬ 
ning, or end, of the British 
Isles. 

On a clear day, you can stand 
and peer out to sea and quite 
clearly make out the French 
coast, a little over 20 miles 
away. 

As a result of its geography, 
it is traditionally accepted as 
the frontline whether it be for 
invading forces or, as is more 
often the case in the modern 
era, for the thousands of tour¬ 
ists who use it as the entry 
point into the UK. 

It is not hard to imagine, as a 
result, the rich history in which 
the town is steeped. 

Now a pair of local authors 
and historians have completed 
their second book on the histo¬ 
ry of the port. 

Paul Wells and Jeff Howe’s 
Dover Then and Now is their 
second title published by His¬ 
tory Press, based on the events 
that have affected the town. 

Their first effort, Dover Past 
and Present, was released three 
years ago. 

The new book features a set 
of unique black and white pho¬ 
tographs of a Dover long for¬ 
gotten, in addition to modern 
day photos showing how the 
area has changed over the last 
century. 

With full insight into the 


DOVER 

THEN & NOW 



BOOK: Focuses on town's past 


area provided, they are hoping 
the hardback book provides a 
vital addition to any local his¬ 
torian’s library. 

Mr Howe is a founding mem¬ 
ber of the Western Heights 
Preservation Society and Mr 
Wells is responsible for organ¬ 
ising the open days at the Drop 
Redoubt Fort twice a year. 

He is also currently studying 
as a history undergraduate at 
the University of Sussex, and 
Mr Wells is treasurer of the 
preservation society. 

Local government officer Mr 
Wells said: “Between us, we 
have over 40 years of interest 
in military Dover, and the draw 
of the town has extended our 
interest even further. 

“With over 3,000 years of 
history extending from the 
Bronze Age boat, through the 
Roman era, Napoleonic and 
Victorian defences and the de¬ 
velopment of the harbour 
there’s always something new 
to discover. 

“For over 10 years we have 


led illustrated guided walks for 
the White Cliffs Countryside 
Partnership and for English 
Heritage round the town and 
surrounding area. 

“Our books are an opportu¬ 
nity for us to share our collec¬ 
tions and vast amount of local 
knowledge and enthusiasm 
with the locals and beyond.” 

Mr Wells added: “We wrote 
our first book in 2009 follow¬ 
ing the success of a friend’s 
similar book on Ramsgate. We 
had led guided walks in and 
around Dover for over 10 years 
and there is nothing like stand¬ 
ing in the exact location of a 
photo taken 100 years ago and 
seeing the difference today, and 
it seemed a natural progression 
to convert this into a book. 

“There was a gap in the mar¬ 
ket for this style of book and we 
took the opportunity to be able 
to share some of our collection 
with the public rather than it 
gathering dust on our book¬ 
shelves. 

“Following the sell-out of the 
first volume, the publishers, 
History Press, approached us 
earlier this year proposing a re¬ 
vamp ready for thier new col¬ 
our hardback range, however 
rather than re-release the same 
images we took the opportuni¬ 
ty to do a totally new book with 
new photographs.” 

The pair are now working on 
new projects, including more 
books. 

Dover Then and Now went 
on sale last Saturday, with a 
special launch event at Dover 
Museum’s education room. 

The book is on sale for 
£12.99. 
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OPINION 


Why your high street needs you 


Jo James, chief executive of Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce, 
highlights why independent traders rely on your spend this Yuletide 


FIRST, let’s get one thing out of 
the way - what, precisely, is a 
trader? 

“A person who engages in 
trade” is not particularly help¬ 
ful. We seem to use the word 
trade with a variety of mean¬ 
ings: international trade, trade 
and industry, a person’s trade... 

Most dictionaries, however, 
seem to be in agreement about 
the primary meaning of trade; 
the buying and selling of goods 
or services. 

From that perspective, the 
importance of Christmas to 
traders becomes immediately 
obvious. Whatever else Christ¬ 
mas is, it is certainly a bean¬ 
feast of buying and selling. 

The simple fact is that the 
Christmas period represents, 
without doubt, the most impor¬ 
tant time of the year for retail 
businesses, and in many cases 
it can be not only the icing on 
the cake, but that which keeps 
the business viable. 

Outside retail, if I can briefly 


digress, the Christmas period 
can be a bit of a double-edged 
sword. It can be intrusive and 
disruptive to the pattern of 
business, and cause severe ad¬ 
ministrative problems. 

But let’s face it, we are all 
consumers of one kind or an¬ 
other and as individuals we 
contribute to the Christmas 
retail situation, so we are all in 
this together. Besides, outside 
retail is a different story. 

This year is especially crucial. 
The economic situation is giv¬ 
ing rise to severe problems in 
the retail world, as evinced by 
perpetually low trading statis¬ 
tics and the failure not only of 
independent high street trad¬ 
ers, but of national chains that 
have been household names 
for many years. 

People simply do not have 
money to spend; even those 
that may have some kind of 
buffer against austerity are re¬ 
luctant to use it, fearing things 
might get even worse. 


Independent traders espe¬ 
cially are finding times hard. 

Large corporations have re¬ 
serves that can be brought into 
play to cushion thin times; they 
buy in huge amounts, they can 
source their supplies from a 
vast market, and they have im¬ 
mense power to pressure bene¬ 
ficial terms. 

The independent trader has 
no such advantages. 

Even so, the supermarkets 
are lobbying for longer Sunday 
opening hours over the Christ¬ 
mas period to maximise their 
potential sales. If the supermar¬ 
kets feel the need for that, im¬ 
agine how the independent 
traders must be feeling. 

Is there anything that we 
can do about it all? 

The obvious answer is to 
spend lots and lots over the 
Christmas period. 

Fine in an ideal world, but 
we are not in one at present. So 
it has to be a matter of spending 
what we do in a judicious way 





Spend as 
much as 
you can 
wisely... 
including 
at local 
shops 
which 
need your 
support 


that spreads the largesse as far 
as possible. 

We all want to retain as 
much choice as possible, in 
whatever we do. The deeper 
into austerity we go, the more 
threat there is to local inde¬ 
pendent traders who offer a dif¬ 
ferent shopping experience to 
that of the corporations and 
multi-nationals. 

Don’t get me wrong, I think 
the supermarkets and online 
outlets have an important part 
to play in the overall scheme of 
things. But local independents 
often buy from local independ¬ 
ent sources, and both are para¬ 
mount to the culture and envi¬ 
ronment of the communities in 
which we live. 

Spend as much as we can, 
spend it wisely, and spend it at 
a variety of outlets, including 
our local shops which need our 
support. That way, we are more 
likely to retain the high streets 
and communities which we 
hold so dear. 


KOS COMMENT 


The generational slip of 
protecting against HIV 

FOR a certain generation, the threat of 
HIV and AIDS was one which curtailed 
behaviour and sent a shiver down the 
spine. 

It was a virus which threatened to kill 
so many, and straight or gay, sex 
suddenly became an activity which 
could, quite literally, be the death of 
you. 

But as the publicity died down, it 
would appear cases started to rise. The 
situation in Bromley we report on this 
week is one which should remind us all 
of the very real dangers of assuming if 
we don’t think about it, it can’t hurt us. 

It is World AIDS Day this weekend. We 
should use it to teach the younger 
generation it’s always better to be safe 
than sorry. 

They deserve better 

THERE is always a delicious irony that 
the announcement of the annual 
increase in rail fares comes just a few 
weeks before we’re blanketed in snow 
and the whole network grinds to a halt. 

Now, more than ever, commuters 
deserve the very best service possible, 
after all, they certainly pay enough. 


Why buy a new kitchen 


J J 

when you can just change your 

' doors!! 


Transform your 
kitchen with new 
made to measure 
doors and accessories, 
less mess, less time 
and a fraction of 
the cost of a 
complete kitchen. 


• Replacement Doors from £24.00 

Doors made to measure to fit any existing kitchen Work Surfaces 
Handles / Sinks & Taps Also Complete kitchens made to your specifications 
Over 40 Desiqns of Doors in 40 Different Colours 

The 

KITCHENDOORCOMPANY www.kitchendoorskent.com 


159 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5AQ Tel: 01227 375554 Email: sales@kitchendoorskent.com 



An affordable way of 
getting that kitchen 
of your dreams. 

Why not contact us 
now for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 
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Did we really 
have faith? 

YOUR KoS front page headline 
last week asked ‘Are we losing 
faith?’. In fact, the majority 
have never really had faith. 

In the past, the non-believing 
majority feared to speak out 
because of the power of the 
Church. We now live in a 
freer society where people can 
openly express their views. 

Regrettably, due to the 
control the Church has over 
schools, some people continue 
to pretend to be church-goers 
in order to get their children 
into school. 

David Burgess, Hawkhurst 

Church should 
be answerable 

I FOUND last week’s story, 

‘Are we losing faith?’ excel¬ 
lent, excepting that it promul¬ 
gated the often held belief that 
those bereaved arranging a 


funeral have just two choices: 
one of their faith, however 
tenuous that may be; or a 
humanist ceremony, which 
forbids mention of a deity. 

This is simply not the case, 
but it’s a wonder to me, given 
the sometimes entrenched 
views of many funeral directors 
- essentially the ‘gatekeepers’ 
of funeral services - that you 
have managed to unearth that 
there is a choice at all. 

There is a third way; civil 
funeral ceremonies. 

Many of the families I see 
have turned their faces away 
not necessarily from God, but 
from established churches. 

This is hardly surprising 
given the horror stories I have 
heard over the 170 services I 
have now given. 

Some let me know the 
member of clergy leading a 
previous ceremony would not 
allow contributions from 
family or friends; called their 
deceased family member by 
the wrong name; and dealt 
with what brief eulogy there 
was to be via a telephone call. 


How utterly disgraceful and 
unspeakably wretched for the 
poor families involved. 

Established churches have 
little defence when they allow 
clergy to continue offering 
such a shoddy service for a not 
insubstantial sum. 

From January 2013, it will 
cost a family around £180 to 
have a Church of England 
minister conduct a ceremony. 

This is an increase of around 
£50 on 2012 fees. 

Given that we are in a period 
of almost uncharted austerity, 
can the General Synod really 
believe it is in touch with the 
common man? 

Stories such as yours can 
only encourage people into 
talking more about death; the 
last taboo. 

Susannah Clayton, 
Civil funeral celebrant 

Airport facts- 
not this fiction 

I HAVE yet to make my mind 
up whether I am in favour of 


an airport hub in the Thames 
Estuary area or not. 

The reality is there has 
yet to be sufficient detailed 
analysis of the pros and cons 
for me to do so. 

That, however, has not 
stopped local politicians such 
as Rehman Chishti (Opinion, 
November 25) coming out 
strongly against the proposal. 

What is particularly 
worrying, particularly for a 
politician who has ambitions 
of higher office, is the lack of 
even a basic grasp of local 
economics. 

Mr Chishti argues that as 
the number of jobs created by 
a new airport exceeds current 
unemployment in Kent and 
Medway this would result in 
an influx of new arrivals. 

He overlooks the fact that a 
significant proportion of 
Kent and Medway’s working 
population currently 
commutes out of the county as 
insufficient jobs exist locally. 

Many of these commuters 
would welcome the opportu¬ 
nity to work locally and by 


doing so would reduce 
congestion on transport routes 
into London. 

Those same transport routes 
could attract workers into 
Kent, taking advantage of the 
lower costs and congestion 
enjoyed when reverse 
commuting, without any need 
to move to Kent. 

Clearly some new housing 
would be required, but there is 
more than enough capacity in 
sites already allocated across 
Kent, Medway, south Essex 
and east London. They won’t 
all want to live in Medway. 

Mr Chishti also, rather 
oddly, argues against more 
infrastructure, schools and 
hospitals, things that his 
administration at Medway 
Council argued strongly for 
when faced with the Thames 
Gateway growth plans along 
with a persistent ‘jobs before 
housing’ mantra. 

Of course there are many 
environmental, funding and 
other challenges to building 
an airport in the Thames 
Estuary and ultimately these 


might well outweigh any 
economic benefits, but at least 
let us have a proper debate. 

The final decision will not be 
made by local politicians, but 
it is for precisely that reason 
that our local councils should 
jointly be assessing the true 
economic impact. 

This will enable them firstly 
to present an evidence-based 
argument against, if that is 
the conclusion, and secondly 
to ensure the region is best 
prepared to maximise the 
benefits should it ultimately 
happen. 

The current, ill informed, 
knee-jerk, head-in-the-sand 
reaction by most local 
politicians serves neither 
those who are for, against or 
undecided. 

Mark Bradbury 
Former head of economic 
development at Ashford 
Borough Council, head of 
Chatham Development at 
Medway Renaissance 
and deputy director of 
development at London 
Thames Gateway 
Development Corporation 

This ‘barbaric’ 
trade must end 

I AM writing in case some of 
your readers are not aware 
that live exports of sheep and 
calves continue to be exported 
from Ramsgate. 

It is often the case the calves 
are only 14-days-old therefore 
they are not even weaned. 

This cheap, vile trade takes 
place every week from the Port 
of Ramsgate, with most weeks 
there being two sailings. 

This may be deemed a legal 
trade, but it is not being 
conducted in a lawful manner. 

While Defra’s animal health 
inspectors only carry out the 
minimum amount of checks, 
the RSPCA inspectors were the 
ones who carried out thorough 
checks and found animal 
welfare violations, but since 
the reopening of the live 
exports on October 16, the 
RSPCA are no longer allowed 
to carry out inspections, they 
are only permitted to make 
notes and take photographs. 

Come and see the reality of 
live animal exports, take a look 
at Compassion In World 
Farming, the RSPCA and Kent 
Action Against Live Exports 
websites, find out the facts then 
make your decision. There is 
no place for this barbaric 
‘trade’ in the 21st century. 

Lynda Hammond, 
Broadstairs 
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Training, courses and careers 


KYCC launches 
scheme to boost 
youth job hopes 

THE Kent Youth County Council (KYCC) has 
launched what it is calling a “revolutionary" 
scheme to combat falling youth employment by 
creating more and better job opportunities for 
young people in Kent. 

The KYCC, part of Kent County Council, provides 
a platform for young people to have a voice on 
issues impacting on the county and those which 
have an impact on the younger generation. 

It has elected representatives to voice the 
opinion of those between the ages of 11-18. 

Previous successes include the introduction of 
the Kent Freedom Pass, which allows unlimited 
travel around Kent for a year at the cost of £100. 

Now it is tackling the issue of employment 
opportunities. 

After speaking with hundreds of young people in 
Kent, the KYCC has written a ‘Youth Employment 
Code' which has brought in, for the first time, an 
under-16 minimum wage, as well as changes to 
working hours, health and safety, apprenticeships, 
redundancies and vacancies. 

Leader of the scheme, and KYCC member for 
Canterbury, Nabhan Malik, aged 15, said: “This 
scheme is a giant step forward for young people. 
For the first time, young people and the employers 
themselves are on the same page and moving 
forward, together. 

"The possibilities are endless." 

The event was launched last Friday at a special 
event held at Kent County Council's headquarters 
at County Hall in Maidstone. 


Hopes high as bid for technical 
college goes back to the Dof E 


AFTER months of preparation, an official bid has 
been submitted to the Government in the hope of 
securing a university technical college in Med¬ 
way. 

It is the second bid submitted in the space of a 
year. An initial application received positive 
feedback but was unsuccessful. 

This time hopes are the proposal for the col¬ 
lege, billed as a new concept in secondary educa¬ 
tion, will receive a warmer reception from the 
Department of Education. 

If successful, Medway’s UTC will spe¬ 
cialise in engineering and construc¬ 
tion, traditionally at the heart of 
Medway’s economy, and would 
be sponsored by the University 
of Greenwich, MidKent College, 

Medway Council and local em¬ 
ployers. 

Offering 14-19-year-olds a 
mixture of practical and aca¬ 
demic education and training, 
university technical colleges are I 
supported by a university, a further 
education college and local employers 
who will create projects and training for 
the students to participate in. 

Professor Alan Reed, chair of the Medway UTC 
Partnership, said: “A successful outcome would 
bring a third option to secondary education, as 
well as a lasting legacy, to Medway and the wider 


sub-region.” 

Over the past few months, more than 800 
people across Medway and Kent have been asked 
what they think of the idea, and an overwhelm¬ 
ing majority back it. 

The Department for Education will now con¬ 
sider the submission, with panel interviews set 
to take place between January 21 and February 
6 next year, before an official decision is made in 
March 2013. 

If successful, work to get the college 
up and running will get under way 
almost straight away, with 
plans to recruit a principal 
designate to lead the school 
by December next year, in 
readiness for opening in 
September 2014. 

Although a site has 
not yet been confirmed, 
it is understood the pre¬ 
ferred option would be an 
unused building at Bromp- 
ton Barracks. 

Principal of MidKent College, 

_ Sue McLeod, said: “We believe 

Medway’s economy would benefit 
greatly from having a UTC, and we hope the De¬ 
partment for Education will agree with us. 

“A UTC will enable a degree of specialisation 
prior to age 16 that is currently unavailable and 


1 




SKILLED: A UTC would provide a vital boost 

which will re-engage and enthuse students.” 

Medway Council’s portfolio holder for chil¬ 
dren’s services, Les Wicks, said: “Medway has a 
rich history of construction and engineering. 
This will not only continue this tradition, but 
also equip a new generation with first class tech¬ 
nical skills that will help them pursue careers at 
all levels.” 




UCA looks its best ahead of it 
unveiling fashion retail course 


A FASHION course is launching at the University 
for the Creative Arts (UCA) at Rochester. 

The three-year degree in BA (Hons) fashion 
retail management will begin in September 
2013 with applications open now. 

The course will prepare students for a career 
in managing a wide-range of fashion outlets; 
from high street brands and department stores, 
to independent boutiques and online opportuni¬ 
ties. 

It will be based at UCA's fashion campus at 
Rochester which has prepared global fashion 
icons Karen Millen and Zandra Rhodes, among 
many others, for their worldwide success. 

Thomass Atkinson, head of fashion at UCA, 
said: "The degree is designed to develop and 
produce effective leadership skills among 


students, while at the same time nurturing a 
strategic understanding of the consumer and 
drivers of the demand chain to create specialist 
fashion managers for the industry. 

“Students will be prepared to work for any 
size of retail operation and across all channels 
of the consumer shopping journey - whether it's 
in-store or through the web, mobile and social 
networking devices - in an analytic, strategic, 
targeted and forward thinking way." 

Dr Simon Ofield-Kerr, UCA vice-chancellor, 
said: "We believe fashion retail management not 
only complements our current portfolio 
perfectly but also completes the entire fashion 
cycle: from design, to manufacture, marketing 
and promotion to the sophisticated area of 
fashion retail." 


Academy's big partnership 



DELIGHT: Tie up with industry 


THE Bishop of Rochester 
Academy in Chatham has 
announced its first Academy 
Partnership - with global 
logistics company, Kuehne- 
Nagel. 

Kuehne & Nagel is one of the 
largest logistics organisations 
in the world, managing the 
movement and storage of 
goods for household names 
such as Rolls-Royce, Honda, 
British Airways, B&Q, Waitrose, 
Sainsbury’s, Next, Virgin Media 
and many others. 

A spokeman for the firm 


said: "We took a definitive 
decision back in late 2011 to 
embark on a UK regional 
partnership programme with 
selected schools. The aims of 
the programme were multi¬ 
factorial, but the principle 
goals were to enhance the 
profile of the logistics industry 
within the community and to 
demonstrate the myriad 
opportunities the industry can 
offer young people at all 
levels." 

Academy chiefs are now keen 
to establish similar partnerships. 
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This is a world-class 
opportunity, so take 
it and build a future 

Clarion call to join the revolution at Pfizer 
site, where 'major announcement' is due 

By Nick Ames 


nick.ames@archant.co.uk 


THE world-class laboratories and facilities 
left behind when Pfizer departed Kent 
provide a unique opportunity for incoming 
businesses to take advantage of, say the 
new owners of the Sandwich site. 

Discovery Park bought the plant for an 
undisclosed fee in August and is now work¬ 
ing to develop it as a centre for excellence, 
mainly in the science and technology fields. 

The company hopes to create 3,000 
jobs, regenerating the local economy by 
providing high-end employment in what is 
now officially identified as an Enterprise 
Zone by the Government. 

Pfizer still maintai n s a presence at the 
sprawling site - but as tenant rather than 
owner - and there are other operations on 
site, notably LGC, a company that was 
responsible for drug-testing Olympic ath¬ 
letes at London 2012. 

The new landlords say they are very 
hopeful of announcing a new high-profile 
incomer before Christmas. 

Discovery Park took on the role of regener¬ 
ating the former headquarters of Samsung 
on Teesside, which at its height employed 
2,000 people before closing in 2005. 

Now rechristened Wynyard Park, it em¬ 
ploys roughly the same number - but is 
home to 65 companies rather than just one. 

Paul Barker, managing director of » 




HIGH HOPES: Discovery Park MD Paul Barker believes that some 
3,000 jobs can be created in what is a designated Enterprise Zone 
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Winners step forward to claim their pot 
in 'ambitious 1 £35 million programme 


By Nick Ames 


nick.ames@archant.co.uk 


THE first firms to successfully apply for 
interest-free loans to boost their business 
and create jobs through the £35 million 
scheme to expand the east Kent economy 
were unveiled this week 

The companies’ plans for growth and 
increased employment all passed the scrut¬ 
iny of the Expansion East Kent scheme, 
which aims to generate 5,000 new jobs by 
offering firms in Thanet, Dover, Shepway 
and Canterbury zero-rate loans. 

An audience of business leaders and en¬ 
trepreneurs met the businesses at Dover 
Cruise Terminal, where Grow For It, a new 
campaign from Kent County Council, 
was launched, aimed at driving business 
investment and growth into east Kent. 

KCC is administering the scheme, which 
uses Government money to boost business. 

Paul Carter, leader of Kent County 
Council, said: “The initial tranche of fund¬ 
ing has been agreed with six companies, 
with a further seven whose projects we 
have approved awaiting sign-off - creating 
a total of 32 7 jobs. 

“Kent County Council has agreed to in¬ 
vest more than £3.6m in these 13 projects 



ALL SMILES: 

County council 
leader Paul Carter, 
left, and Thanet 
North MP Sir Roger 
Gale are both 
delighted with 
the Grow For It 
campaign 


from Expansion East Kent, the investment 
fund we set up with support from the 
Government’s Regional Growth Fund. 

“The projects include accountancy, 
pharmaceutical research, manufacturing, 
tourism and leisure and childcare. 

“In addition, we have a number of other 
exciting proposals in the pipeline to create 
more than 5,000 jobs that we are keen to 
get off the starting blocks. 

“We were tremendously impressed by 
the determination and entrepreneurial 
spirit shown by these firms. They all pos¬ 
sess a sound business basis, a vision of 


what is possible and the skills necessary to 
succeed - we wish them all well. 

“Expansion East Kent is an ambitious 
programme. It also aims to unlock private- 
sector finance, stimulating more than 
£300m in associated investment over the 
course of the next four years, creating a 
massive driver for the east Kent economy. 

“Expansion East Kent is providing finan¬ 
cial support to firms as interest-free loans. 

“This intelligent use of funding means 
we can recycle the money to provide vital 
business support on an ongoing basis, 
benefiting local firms and creating local 
jobs for years to come.” 

Among those to benefit are: 

• Thanet-based Bumble Beez, which will 
be a family entertainment centre with 
provision for children with disabilities. 

• South East Retail Limited, which aims 
to restore a Victorian building and de¬ 
velop a 20-bedroom upmarket boutique 
hotel in Margate 

• Chalk Hill is a small start-up account¬ 
ancy practice in Shepway supporting 
leisure and tourism 

• H V Wooding is a medium-sized manu¬ 
facturing business based in Hythe. It is 
one of the UK’s leading manufacturers of 
precision-engineered components and 
assemblies whose clients include inter¬ 
national companies such as Rolls Royce, 


Schneider Electric, Honeywell and ABB. 

• Formed in 2009, and now in its second 
full trading year, UK Mobile Bars is a 
mobile-bar hire service for weddings, 
parties and events that is expanding 
into corporate work. 

• Dover nursery Creative Minds will pro¬ 
vide high-quality care and education, 
catering for children from three months 
to five years. 

Damian Collins, MP for Folkestone and 
Hythe, said: “This will help create new jobs 
by supporting the expansion plans of these 
firms. 

“I would encourage other businesses to 
apply for support from the East Kent 
Regional Growth Fund and am pleased to 
support the new Grow For It campaign, 
which is working to encourage more local 
applications and also more businesses in 
general to look at investing in our area.” 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale added: 
“I am pleased Margate is represented in the 
portfolio of companies through South East 
Retail, which has exciting plans for the 
development of a job-creating boutique 
hotel in Margate. This is precisely the kind 
of leisure-related business that we need to 
promote in the interests of east Kent.” 

To find out full details of the application 
process, simply visit www.kent.gov.uk/ 
expansion. 


sm e s given the vve're trying to bring back the good times 
at Westminster to this part of Kent, say new site-owners 


SMALL-business-owners have met 
Dartford MP Gareth Johnson to discuss 
the issues and problems they are facing 
as they seek to boost the local economy. 

Among the most important issues 
were fuel tax, pensions and the increasing 
retirement age, apprenticeships and young 
trainee schemes and business financing. 

The meeting, including a tour of 
Westminster and a question-and-answer 
session with Johnson and Neville Gaunt, 
chair of the Federation of Small Businesses 
North Kent branch. 

It was designed to give small-business- 
owners in Dartford and north Kent a 
chance to give their views on the issues 
affecting businesses, share their local 
experiences of trade in the recession and 
network with each other. 

Johnson also emphasised the need to 
nurture and protect them in Dartford. 

The MP said: "The reason I set up this 
meeting with Neville Gaunt and other FSB 
members in Dartford was to give local 
businesses the chance to tell me first-hand 
the difficulties they are facing. 

"There is no doubt the recession has hit 
small businesses hard, but the passion 
these entrepreneurs demonstrated during 
the discussions gave me an even stronger 
sense of hope for small businesses and 
for local trade. There is clearly a wealth of 
innovation and dedication in Dartford, 
and I fully support the vital local role that 
small businesses play in our community." 

Gaunt added: "It is important small 
businesses understand the system to 
ensure their voice is heard and the 
legislators create an environment for 
economic growth." 


« Discovery Park, said: “We’re trying to 
bring the good times back to this part of 
Kent. At one time 7,000 people worked 
here and made a big contribution to the 
local economy. 

“We have been speaking to former Pfizer 
employees who still work in the pharma¬ 
ceutical business but are based in London, 
Cambridge - or even Belgium. They still 
have family in east Kent and would love 
the chance to come back. 

“So there would be no shortage of 
highly-skilled applicants when companies 
start to move in here. 

“Our aim is to create a business park with 
a strong science and technology base, but 
there is a lot of office space available, as well, 
which could be used for other businesses. 

“The legacy Pfizer has left is world-class 
equipment and facilities which would be 
beyond the reach of most companies. 

“A high-profile business or the research 
facility of a top university arriving here 
will act as a spur to bring in others and we 
are currently in negotiations with two or 
three at the moment. We are hoping for a 
major announcement before Christmas.” 

The idea is that firms - especially smaller 
operations - can take a lease on premises 
for as little as three months. 

If things go well, then they can expand, 
but if it’s not working out they can “hand 
back the keys and walk away”. 

Discovery Park has been talking with 
companies in the UK and abroad about the 
benefits of moving to Sandwich; these in¬ 
clude an attractive lifestyle for employees 
and excellent transport links to both Lon¬ 
don and Europe. 

A recent delegation has just come back 



EYES FORWARD: 

Discovery Park's 
owners plan to 
create a centre at 
Sandwich with a 
strong science and 
technology base 


from a trade fair in Boston, United States. 

The site is divided into two parts, with 
the Millennium Buildings built around the 
turn of the century and still functioning. 

The entire site is 220 acres in size, but it 
also has 13 unoccupied premises built in 
the 1980s that have been unused for many 
years. 

They are currently costing about £1 mil¬ 
lion a year to maintain and Discovery Park 
wants to demolish them - even though 
some were used recently as a setting in 
Brad Pitt’s new film called World War Z. 

Damp has intruded into the carpets and 
ceilings and the interiors have been left to 
rot. Interior fittings that are of use will be 
recycled, but the buildings themselves will 
be torn down over a period of about 20 


weeks, should permission be granted by 
the local authority. 

A planning application was submitted 
on Friday, November 16, to Dover District 
Council and a decision is expected in Janu¬ 
ary. 

Barker said: “We are committed to en¬ 
suring the long-term sustainability of 
Discovery Park, and further to the an¬ 
nouncement of our plans to create 3,000 
new jobs over the next five years redevel¬ 
opment of the site will be necessary. 

“The application follows our recent an¬ 
nouncement detailing our vision for the 
site, which is to create a sustainable mixed- 
use community centred on the world-class 
science and technology facilities. 

“With this in mind we believe the pro¬ 
posed demolition of the buildings is neces¬ 
sary, as they are not fit for purpose.” 

Barker added that the space created 
would be used to for purpose-built facilities 
for future tenants. 

“This initial phase of proposed activity is 
crucial,” he said. “While under way, it will 
enable us to focus on attracting global 
tenants to the Millennium Buildings, 
which alone offer more than 1.5 million sq 
ft of premium commercial space.” 

Paul Watkins, leader of Dover District 
Council, said: “We welcome the confirm¬ 
ation that Discovery Park Ltd has made to 
the long-term future of the site. 

“The proposal for a structured pro¬ 
gramme of demolition is not unexpected.” 

Kent County Council has been enthusi¬ 
astic in its support of Discovery Park. 

KCC leader Paul Carter said: “Discovery 
Park offers world-class facilities that are 
looking to grow and prosper.” 
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


So many 
reasons 
you should 
join the 
federation 


Roger House reveals how 
the Federation of Small 
Businesses is leading the 
fight against ever-growing 
red tape and bureacracy 



E asy-to-access 
online legal and 
tax information 
| is a valuable^ 
member benefit 


IT is the goal of the Federation of Small 
Businesses to continually deliver unbeat¬ 
able value for its membership. 

Members have significant benefits avail¬ 
able to them and membership provides 
protection and commercial advantage in 
line with the needs of most businesses. 

There are also additional membership 
facilities available for FSB members deliv¬ 
ered by our service-providers. 

The FSB Legal Protection Scheme is the 
cornerstone of membership. 

Today’s businesses face a plethora of red 
tape and bureaucracy, exacerbated by the 
increasingly litigious society within which 
we live and trade. 

The exposure is forever growing. Relia¬ 
ble and practical support is difficult to find 
and expensive to maintain. 

As a right of membership, every busi¬ 
ness will benefit from; 

• 24/7 legal advice from qualified law¬ 
yers. Staffed by solicitors and barristers, 
the FSB legal advice line is provided as a 
right of membership and the only addi¬ 
tional cost is the telephone call, which 
is charged at local network rates. 

• Legal insurance protection. The insur¬ 
ance protection covers full, joint and 
retired and associate members for a 
wide range of business-related activi¬ 
ties. The insurance protection includes 
legal fees and statutory awards in speci¬ 
fied disputes, including employment 
and tax. There is a limit of £50,000 for 
ANY ONE CLAIM; however, the protec¬ 
tion is available for more than one claim 



up to a MAXIMUM of £1 million in any 
one year. The insurance is subject to 
terms and conditions. 

• Legal information is online. Members 
are able to access i nformation and doc¬ 
umentation on employment and com¬ 
mercial law, tax and health and safety 
available through the FSB website 
when logged in as a member. 

With thousands of members using the 
site every month, it is clear that the provi¬ 
sion of easy-to-access online legal and tax 
information is a valuable member benefit. 

Members continue to find it useful, in¬ 
formative and necessary in the battle to 
keep abreast of legal developments in em¬ 
ployment law, commercial and business 
law and health and safety information. 

In addition, there is a huge range of oth¬ 
er benefits. It is entirely a member-led or¬ 
ganisation overseen by a regional commit¬ 
tee and driven at the grass roots by five 
local branches and their committees. 

With almost 7,000 members, there is a 
growing value in the networking and col¬ 
laboration opportunities, together with 
the opportunity to meet and lobby both 
local and national politicians at all levels. 

For more information, please phone the 
office on 01622 688134 or email office. 
kent@fsb.org.uk. 

I look forward to seeing you either as a 
member or at one of the many networking 
events I attend. You will always be made 
welcome in the FSB. 

Roaer House, regional duiirman, 
Federation of Small Businesses 


LOOK CLOSELY: 

Companies across 
the county need all 
the help they can 
get when it comes 
to tackling the 
small print of 
contracts and 
legislation... the 
Federation of Small 
Businesses is 
always ready and 
willing to help its 
members in an 
increasingly 
thankless task 


THE Federation of Small Businesses 
says the Chancellor's Autumn 
Statement must put small businesses 
at the heart of reforms. 

The FSB is calling for: 

• Increased competition in the 
banking sector to provide finance 
to small firms by setting out plans 
for a Small Business Bank. 

• Reform of the labour market and 
an extension to the National 
Insurance Contributions Holiday 
scheme. 

• A simplified tax system and the 
planned 3 pence fuel-duty rise to 
be scrapped. 

The federation is urging George 
Osborne to use his Autumn 
Statement to put a firm plan in place 
for Kent's small firms to grow. 

House said: "Small-business 
policymaking has been subject to 
a range of confusing patchwork 
approaches that have often had 
minimal impact on the ground. 

"We want to see a clear plan of 
action from the Chancellor which he 
can take forward to Budget 2013, 
detailing the long-term support 
small firms need. 

"Key to this is going to be the Small 
Business Bank and eventually how it 
can become the Small Business 
Administration supporting small 
businesses over the long term." 
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Look to the centre that helps to repair 
the economy and delivers solutions 


Get advice and ensure your company 
isn't one of the many that fall so early 


By Roger House 

THE Centre for Micro Business is a Community 
Interest Company - a not-for-profit organisation 
dedicated to “repairing the economy” through 
improving the performance and capability of 
those setting out to start a business or those 
seeking growth in an existing business with up 
to 10 employees. 

Government figures indicate greater survival 
for those having taken professional advice. 

Eighty per cent of businesses starting without 
advice fail; of the remainder, 60 per cent seeking 
advice succeed. 

The centre delivers a unique programme de¬ 
vised by business practitioners in pragmatic and 
logical stages with a compelling delivery process. 

If you are ambitious to start a business or grow 
an existing one, whether commercial or social 
enterprise, the CMB will deliver a structured and 
cost-effective solution. 

Everything is focused on the individual and 
brings practical resources to support you with 
realistic and pragmatic advice and guidance. All 
you need to bring is your passion and energy. 

The concept for the CMB has been well re¬ 
searched and tested with a wide range of organ¬ 
isations and decision-makers in the public, pri¬ 
vate and education sectors. 

With the demise of the publicly-funded Busi¬ 
ness Link service, there is a need to fill the gap 
with a quality-controlled alternative, based on 
delivery by business people with the aid of se¬ 
lected appropriate partners. It has the capacity 


to be scaled into a national network - working 
with the best business practitioners and inno¬ 
vative thinkers, partnered with educational and 
sector associates, 

The CMB has created structured umbrella or¬ 
ganisation with quality-maintained programmes 
providing services, knowledge and facili¬ 
ties designed to support and develop 
the micro business from start-up 
to growth, through individual 
and collaborative activity. 

Our stakeholder team in- A? 
corporates representatives O i 
from each of the sectors; we qj I 
also have memorandum of 
understanding with the 
social enterprise and volun¬ 
tary sectors and a significant 
agreement bringing the sup¬ 
port of FE College input. 

This is a model for scalability. 

The objective is to help create via¬ 
ble and sustainable businesses through the 
preparation of their owner-operators in all as¬ 
pects of core business activity. 

To assist them in being creative, innovative 
and, ultimately, fit to supply, fit for investment, 
fit to employ and fit for growth. 

Delivering programmes through events, 


groups and one-to-one sessions is the approach, 
backed by free mentoring or paid coaching as 
appropriate to the programme. 

There are three main strands with their own 
programme formats for start-up (New Me), com¬ 
panies ambitious to grow (Fit to Grow) and a grow¬ 
ing team of trained business mentors. 

Working with the CMB, you will 
have access and signposting to: 

• active entrepreneurs 
• business-plan preparation 
• sales and marketing advice 

• business resources 

• financial advice 

• potential investors 

• major networking groups 

• mentoring 

• Educational institutions 
HR and employment advice 
- bid-writing support 
• apprentices 
• coaching 
collaboration groups 

• using standards 

• expert consultants 

Our programmes 

New Me is designed by business for business 
and based on the best techniques and knowledge 
base available. It is an umbrella for bringing to¬ 


gether a wide range of specialists in a structured 
format taking a prospective business-owner 
through a logical and pragmatic series of steps. 

This removes the unknown and lays the foun¬ 
dation for business sustainability. 

It is delivered in programmes from taster, busi¬ 
ness accelerator, intermediate and advanced. 

The material and programme concept are well 
proven and CMB is working with a number of 
organisations to roll out the programme across 
the south of England. 

Fit to Grow will enable business-owners to 
build a business strategy for growth and engage 
their staff team in the process, embedding a 
company-wide approach to the business devel¬ 
opment. 

Working primarily with individuals and small 
complementary groups, the programme sets out 
to address the findings following an initial busi¬ 
ness assessment. 

The CMB prepares individuals seeking to be¬ 
come mentors and provides signposting to 
businesses either from its own database or 
through the IoEE (Institute of Enterprise and En¬ 
trepreneurs) portal. Training is delivered by a 
SFEDI-accredited partner under the national Get 
Mentoring programme and brings to the CMC a 
SFEDI Centre of Excellence. 

For information, please contact: 

The Centre for Micro Business. 

Telephone: 0845 6891290; Roger House: 
07792 868230 or Roger Gabriel: 07429 
406090 

Web: www.cmbcic.co.uk; 

Email: info@cmbcic.co.uk 




Companies fail to cash in on 
capital allowance tax breaks 


SMALL businesses across the county could 
be in line for a tax-break windfall worth in 
the region of £220 million, according to 
new research by capital allowances specialist 
Portal Tax Claims. 

An estimated 6,175 firms in Kent are still 
eligible for the tax rebate under Government 
rules for businesses owning commercial 
property. 

Most large corporations have taken 
full advantage of the system of capital 
allowances, according to Portal Tax Claims, 
but many small and medium-sized 
enterprises are failing to lodge a 
comprehensive claim, but the company says 
it is very much in their interests to do so. 

Experts say it is up to the businesses to 
look into the issue as it may not be one with 
which their financial department is familiar. 

Shaun Murphy, managing director, said: 
"Businesses in Kent are missing a trick as far 
as capital allowances are concerned, often 



assuming that their accountant has the 
matter in hand. 

"A second common misconception is that 
capital allowances only apply to items such as 
computers and vehicles. 

"Our research shows that many firms are 
failing to take their business premises into 
account and that each property potentially 
contains thousands of claimable items. 

"Submitting a rebate can be daunting for 
the uninitiated, but the financial rewards can 
be significant." 

The Portal Tax Claims research suggests 
that some 2,000 businesses that submitted 
this type of capital allowances claim to HMRC 
in 2012 would have received an average tax 
relief pay-out of more than £36,000. 

Allowances can often be found up to a 
value of 40 per cent of a property's purchase 
price and it is believed that about 90 per cent 
of commercial buildings in Kent are eligible 
for a rebate. 
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MAKING BIG 
STRIDES: From 
the Bibby Financial 
Services survey 
there seems to be 
increased business 
confidence that the 
economy is about 
to come out of its 
current slump 


Companies see better 
times ahead provided 
cash is made available 


By Nick Ames 


nick.ames@archant.co.uk 


A RETURN to steady economic growth 
across the county over the next six months 
is the bold prediction of one of the UK’s lead¬ 
ing financial specialists - but business chiefs 
say that if it is to happen cash for invest¬ 
ment must be made more easily available. 

Bibby Financial Services conducted a 
survey that has shown an increase in busi¬ 
ness confidence in Kent among 
small and medium-sized busi¬ 
nesses. 

But they are also calling for 
easier access to finance to help 
drive recovery, according to the 
latest economic study. 

While the level of new custom¬ 
ers and orders for goods and serv¬ 
ices has fallen over the third quar¬ 
ter of 2012 across the South East, 

Jon Charsley, of Bibby Financial 
Services, says the message he is 
hearing from SMEs in the region 
is that many are gearing up for an antici¬ 
pated recovery in 2013. 

The Business Factors Index, produced 
quarterly by Bibby Financial Services, 
tracks the outlook and performance of 
businesses across the UK. 

The latest data suggest almost a quarter 
(22 per cent) have been investing in their 
business over the past 12 months, almost 
double the 12 per cent reported at the same 


point last year, while about one in five (19 
per cent) describes their business as ‘doing 
really well’ - a significant increase on 3 per 
cent in the previous quarter. 

A third say they have seen an increase 
in customer enquiries about their business, 
which is marginally up on the national 
average of 31 per cent. In addition, 25 per 
cent want to see a loosening of lending 
criteria to enable greater access to finance 
to help grow business. 

The key findings of the Bibby Financial 
Services Business Factors Index for the 


South East include: 

• Almost a third, 29 per cent, said they 
had seen an increase in new customers 
over 03, down from 53 per cent in 02 
and 3 8 per cent year-on-year 

• Almost a quarter, 22 per cent of busi¬ 
ness, said they had seen an increase in 
orders over 03, just down from 23 per 
cent in 02 

• Just 12 per cent of firms say things are 


so tough that they have had to make 
cuts, compared with 25 per cent in 02 
and 3 8 per cent year-on-year 
• 62 per cent of firms have not applied for 

external finance over the past 12 
months, up 54 per cent year-on-year. 
Charsley said: “Although we have seen 
a fall in the level of trade, we have to re¬ 
member the context of the recession and, 
although it is encouraging the Office for 
National Statistics has said the economy 
grew by 1 per cent in 03, the reality for many 
is that trading is still extremely tough. 

“What we see as the big story in 
the region is the increasing level 
of investment as it underlines that 
SMEs have not sat back during 
the period of recession but have 
been investing in their future. 

“However, what does concern 
us is that 62 per cent of SMEs 
have not applied for any external 
funding in the past 12 months, 
which could hamper any attempt 
at a sustained recovery. 

“We feel that business-owners 
are not applying for funds because 
they believe they will be turned down. ” 

“In order to achieve a sustainable eco¬ 
nomic recovery, it is vital businesses have 
the necessary funding support in place. 

“Alternative funding facilities such as 
invoice finance will adapt to the business 
as it grows by advancing funds based on 
the value of outstanding customer sales 
invoices without the burden of taking on 
more debt.” 


Big story in the region 


is the increasing levels 


of investment by our 


SMEs during recession 
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PETER HOBBS demonstrates how 
your local Chamber of Commerce can 
be a big help during difficult times 


RUNNING a small business 
can be a lonely and at times 
difficult job, particularly 
during this very challenging 
economic climate. 

That's where your 
Chamber of Commerce can 
help, not just with valuable 
advice and support but also 
by providing businesses with 
a chance to meet and seek 
out solutions with others 
who may have faced similar 
challenges in the past. 

Here in Kent there are a 
variety of local Chambers, 
many servicing town-based 
businesses and run by 
volunteer business people. 

Some have been 
operating for more than 
150 years; all are fiercely 
independent, non-profit- 
making and non-party- 
political and funded 
principally by their members. 

British Chambers of 
Commerce Accredited 

In addition to the local 
Chambers, there is also a 
second tier of Chambers 
that cover the whole of 
Kent and Medway and 
provide representation and 
a more comprehensive 
range of services, 
information and guidance 
to a broader sector of 
businesses large and small. 

Kent Channel Chamber 
is one of those that are 
accredited nationally with 
the British Chambers of 
Commerce (BCC) to ensure 
we deliver only the very 
highest level of service and 
performance. The BCC 
network is a powerful and 
influential network of 52 
Chambers, which represent 
more than 100,000 
businesses across the UK. 

1:1 Advice and Support 

A confidential 1:1 advisory 
service has been one of our 
most valued services for 
many years, particularly for 
small and micro businesses. 

These entrepreneurs 
have limited opportunities 
for seeking out help and 
support and often miss out 
on any locally-held events 
because of workplace 
pressures. 


Our expert advisers are 
available locally on a regular 
basis and can also provide 
practical help to small 
business and start-ups 
wishing to take advantage 
of the £35 million Expansion 
East Kent Loan Fund. 

Enterprise Clubs 

Starting out in business can 
be particularly daunting, but 
budding entrepreneurs in 
Kent need not be alone. 

Regardless of the type of 
new business you are 
exploring, or whether you 
plan to work from home, 
open a shop or rent office 
accommodation, your 
Chamber can help you. 

Monthly Enterprise Clubs 
have now been running for 
a year or more and are an 
ideal support facility. 

The meetings are free 
and provide an informal 
networking opportunity 
where you can share ideas 
and receive expert advice 
from professionals in the 
local business community. 

Volunteer Business 
Mentoring 

Business people are also 
being encouraged to 
contribute to their own 
communities by acting as 
mentors to local voluntary- 
sector organisations. 

These mentors will act as 
a critical friend to some of 
the most inspirational and 
committed people in the 
third sector, able to share 
skills and experiences with 
the ultimate goal of helping 
these often fragile 
organisations be successful 
and achieve their social aims. 

Volunteers from the 
business community are 
now being sought who have 
professional experience and 
expertise in a variety of 
areas: from consulting to 
accounting, marketing, HR 
or IT and more. 

Whatever your 
professional background, 
our Chamber is looking for 
people who like a challenge, 
who are willing to listen and 
learn and who want to use 
their professional skills for 
good. 



Peter Hobbs is the chief 
executive of Kent Channel 
Chamber of Commerce 
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KENT INVICTA CHAMBER 


MID KENT COLLEGE 


Innovating to help meet 
the challenge of business 


College training courses 
can answer your needs 


THE business climate continues to fluctuate and 
take on new forms, which means if you want to 
retain or increase your market share then you 
have to adapt to the changing marketplace. 

Business as usual is the easy option, but you 
could find yourself being left behind. 

Innovation and creativity are 
two words fast becoming the 
norm for Kent firms, which are 
continuing to grow and develop. 

Kent Invicta Chamber faces 
the same trials and tribulations 
as all other businesses in the 
private sector, and we too have 
had to rise to the challenges 
brought about by the new eco¬ 
nomic landscape. 

The one thing it has done is 
make us focus on what we 
provide and - importantly - 
what the business community 
needs from us to prosper. 

This objective has seen our membership grow 
month on month, making us one of the largest 
and most active chambers in the South East, 
which has to be of benefit to the Kent business 
community. 

Our focus has been on providing a range of 


products and services that meet the needs of the 
county’s business community, whether they 
want to source more local businesses or look for 
overseas markets. 

With a rather stagnant home economy, we 
have paid particular attention to providing 
support to companies when 
working in international mar¬ 
kets - zeroing in on areas that 
concern both new and existing 
exporters, including payments 
and exchange rates, documen¬ 
tation and legal obligations. 

Partnership working has cer¬ 
tainly been a key to our success. 

There are many organisat¬ 
ions out there doing great 
things, so we don’t look at re¬ 
inventing the wheel - we look 
at where we can add value. 

Providing an environment 
that is conducive to business 
growth and enterprise is a key remit of the Kent 
Invicta Chamber 

We provide that all-important voice to those 
who the make the decisions that affect us all, 
leaving business to get on with what it does best 
- creating wealth, jobs and opportunities. 



Kent 

Invicta 

Chamber 

The County's 
Premier Business 
Support Network 




The Ultimate Business Network 

Join today! 


Contact your local Membership Representative: 

North Kent Louisa Felsted louisa@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

Maidstone & West Kent Colin Davies colin@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Ashford & Canterbury Sezen Zeki sezen@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

Or visit www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

Head Office: 01233 503838 Ashford Business Point, Waterbrook Avenue, Sevington, Ashford TN24 OLH 
Maidstone Office: 01622 695544 The Gate House, Archbishop's Palace, Mill Street, Maidstone ME15 6YE 
Gravesend Office: 01474 550026 The Old Town Hall, High Street, Gravesend DA11 OAZ 


www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 


BUSINESSES keen to maintain a competitive 
edge are urged to take advantage of the 
courses and products offered by Business 
Services at MidKent College. 

From bespoke training and apprenticeships 
to the college's very own Microsoft Academy 
and JobShop, MKC Business Services can help 
improve a firm from top to bottom. 

And, with the economy getting better, 
there's never been a better time for employers 
to ensure they stay ahead of the pack. 

Based at the college's new higher-education 
centre at its Maidstone campus, MKC Business 
Services consists of a team of experienced 
education and training experts. 

Business Services provides a wide range 
of bespoke training packages, offering 
professional qualifications in a variety of 
courses including training and leadership, 
health and safety and lots more. 

Business Services manager Jacqui Brown 
said: "Training can be delivered during the 
working day, twilight evenings or weekends 
to address your needs and fit in with your 
schedules. We work with you and your team 
to determine the course content, ensuring it is 
highly relevant to you and your staff." 

Firms keen to keep up with the pace of 



technology can take advantage of the Microsoft 
Academy, which offers fully-accredited 
technical and Office programs from a dedicated 
IT suite at the college's Medway campus. 

JobShop provides recruitment solutions by 
advertising job vacancies to existing students 
for free. Only students who fulfil certain criteria 
are notified of vacancies, ensuring the most 
appropriate candidates are put forward. 

Business Services is also responsible for 
more than 20 apprenticeship programmes, 
giving employers the support they need to 
train the skilled workforce of the future. 

Visit www.mkcbusiness.co.uk or phone 
01622 624900 for more information. 


Join Kent’s 
best kept 
secret 

Microsoft* IT Academy 

Microsoft Technical Training/Microsoft Specialist Courses 

The Microsoft IT Academy at MidKent College offers certified and bespoke IT training courses for 
IT professionals and business users, to increase job security and enhance career opportunities. 

Flexible learning options - including evening and Saturday classes - are available, using a 
blended learning approach with classroom based activities and e-learning options. 

Courses delivered by Microsoft Certified trainers at our Microsoft IT Academy in Maidstone 



Pre-Christmas Special Offers 


> Microsoft Office Excel Core - Thursday 6th December £84 including exam (normally £164) 

> Microsoft Office Word Core - Tuesday 11th December £84 including exam (normally £164) 

BOOK NOW! 

Email microsoft.academy@midkent.ac.uk or telephone 01622 624900 


Telephone: 01622 624900 
Email: mkcbusiness@midkent.ac.uk 
Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join us on E-UtH 



MidKent College HE Centre 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 
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THORLEY TAVERNS 


FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES 


Hotels perfect setting to 
relax - and talk business 


ADDING a relaxed atmosphere to your confer¬ 
ence requirements while being surrounded by 
some of the finest views on the Kent coast, Thor- 
ley Taverns provide three fantastic venues. 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL 

THE Pegwell Bay Hotel, incorporates two stun¬ 
ning conference rooms, along with a large 
decked area on the water’s edge. 

The Clifton Suite can accommodate 70 dele¬ 
gates comfortably, along with the Ravenscliffe 
Suite, which caters for up to 100 people. 

Full catering and conference stationery is 
available, together with wifi and internet con¬ 
nections and a large on-site car park. 

The venue also offers a 42-bedroom hotel, 
with conference package rates available. 

Telephone: 01843 599590 
Email: reception@pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 
Website: www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 

OAK HOTEL 

THE Oak Hotel provides its fabulously-appointed 
Tiffany Suite, with stunning views over Ram¬ 
sgate’s Royal harbour and marina. 

Comfortably seating up to 60 delegates, the 
room boasts its own balcony with stunning 
views and rest rooms. 


Full catering and conference stationery is 
available, as well as wifi and internet connec¬ 
tions. The 34-bedroom hotel also offers dis¬ 
counted rates for conference delegates. 

Telephone: 01843 583686 
Email: reception@oakhotel.co.uk 
Website: www.oakhotel.co.uk 

BROADSTAIRS PAVILION 

THE Broadstairs Pavilion On The Sands offers a 
unique conference facility for those looking for 
a relaxed atmosphere by the sea. 

Literally ‘on the golden sands’ of Viking Bay, 
the venue can accommodate between 80 and 
200 delegates. 

The spacious and airy room provides panor¬ 
amic views over the bay, a large stage and 
sep-arate toilet facilities and leads out onto the 
veranda and sands. 

Fully equipped with conference stationery, 
wifi and internet connections, it also provides 
onsite catering. 

Accomodation can be provided at a discount¬ 
ed rate for delegates at the two hotels above, 
which are only 10 minutes from this venue. 

Telephone: 01843 600999 
Email: enquiry@pavilion-broadstiars.co.uk 
Website: www.pavilion-broadstairs.co.uk 


Networking benefits of 
the FSB give you chance 
to prosper and be heard 


BUSINESS men and women across the county 
are being asked to join other like-minded 
individuals by becoming part of the Federation 
of Small Businesses. 

Almost 7,000 businesses in Kent and 
Medway are members of the FSB and the 
benefits of joining are huge - just like the 
numbers of people involved. 

It's the perfect way to meet others through 
the many networking opportunities that are 
staged to give everyone the chance to grow 
and prosper. The organisation is also a 
powerful voice and lobbies on behalf of the 
county's business community. 

Accolades from members include "I joined to 
benefit from the best rates for credit card 
merchants" and "I joined because I want to 
network with like-minded business". 

Other advantages quoted include "We joined 
because we wanted the back-up of 24/365 
legal support" and "I joined because I get free 
banking with an annual loyalty credit". 

The FSB works with all types of business and 
can offer assistance in many fields, including 



marketing and law. 

The Federation of Small Businesses Kent and 
Medway can be reached on 01622 688134 and 
office.kent@fsb.org.uk www.fsb.org.uk/151. 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEY TAVERNC 

A •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 
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Kent Invicta 
Chamber 

The County's Premier 
Business Support Network 

Kent Invicta Chamber is the ultimate business 
support network in Kent. The Chamber provides 
Membership services, Business Advice, International 
Trade services and much more. 

Covering an area of Kent that includes, Ashford, 
Dartford, Canterbury, Medway, Maidstone, Sevenoaks, 
Sittingbourne, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells, 
the Chamber is perfectly placed to promote, support 
and facilitate business across the County. 


WHY HAVE OVER 1100 KENT BUSINESSES JOINED 
KENT INVICTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE? 

We offer your business: 


Networking & 
Promotion 


International 

Trade 


• Over 160 networking events per year - including Over 
60 FREE 

• Opportunities to show case your products and services 
at our B2B Exhibitions 

• Free advertising in Chamber publications 

• Free database of over 1100 Kent companies to promote 
your business 

• Discounted Export documentation service 

• Advice and Guidance in seeking new markets 


P eduction # A ran 9 e of discount products and services designed to 
reduce your overheads and increase your bottom line 


Training & 
Development 

Business 

Support 


Meeting and 
Conferencing 
facilities 


• Workshops, Seminars and Training Courses designed to 
keep you up to date, ahead of the game and better 
placed to drive your business forward 

• Business Advisory sessions to talk through your business 
proposals, aspirations and concerns in a private and 
confidential environment 

• Small board rooms through to large conference rooms 

• Accommodating meeting ranging from 2 to 120 
delegates 

• Ample free parking 

• Attractive discounts 


Representation • A voice to champion your business concerns at all levels 



Join the largest Chamber 
in the County for less than the 
price of a daily cup of coffee. 


From only 




p per day 


Our members enjoy over 30 FREE or 
money-saving professional support services 
to help them grow their business. 

The Ultimate Business Network 

Join today! 

Contact your local Membership Representative: 

North Kent Louisa Felsted louisa@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

Maidstone & West Kent Colin Davies colin@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Ashford & Canterbury Sezen Zeki sezen@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Or visit www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 


KENT INVICTA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


* 


% 


British 
Chambers of 
Commerce 
Accredited 


Head Office: 01233 503838 Ashford Business Point, Waterbrook Avenue, Sevington, Ashford TN24 OLH 
Maidstone Office: 01622 695544 The Gate House, Archbishop's Palace, Mill Street, Maidstone ME15 6YE Gravesend Office: 01474 550026 The Old Town Hall, High Street, Gravesend DA11 OAZ 


www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
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jobs24: 

/ IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


MiCORPOWnWQ 

JobsforK0nLco.uk 


.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01303 817040 
FAX: 01303 817004 

EM Al L: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 



• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 
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NORTHFLEET SCHOOL FOR GIRLS CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING TRUST 

We are a highly successful and ambitious 11-18 school. Our 2012 Ofsted has recognised that 
Northfleet School for Girls is a "good" school. 

Recently rebuilt, the Learning Trust offers an exciting opportunity to teach in a collegiate 
atmosphere where our motto "Always Learning, Learning All Ways" applies to everyone. The 
school has a strong sense of community and a belief in the values of self and social responsibility. 
Applications are invited from experienced teachers for: 


History and English 

Recruitment & Retention allowance for a high calibre candidate 
Working with subject specialist colleagues in our Communication & Culture Domain 
you will also work closely with teachers of Modern Foreign Languages and Ethics. 
Subject specific pen portraits can be found on our website. 

Both History and English are taught to A Level and experience in these areas 
is essential. 

You will be innovative and imaginative and create challenging and engaging lessons. 
A clear understanding of AfL and APP are vital. 


FURTHER INFORMATION, INCLUDING OFSTED REPORT AVAILABLE ON OUR SCHOOL 
WEBSITE - www.northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 

Applications now being invited for GTP opportunities in English, Mathematics, Geography, 
MFL & Media for 2013 start 

Application form and further information available on request or on school website 

(www.northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk). 

Applications to Personnel, at Northfleet School for Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ 
Tel: 01474 831020 or email personnel@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 

Appointment will be subject to a full enhanced CRB check. 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS - 10th December 2012 


Career opportunities at MidKent Cotege 

MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone is 
seeking to appoint outstanding individuals in the following areas: 


Curriculum Leaders for Maths and English (2 posts) 


Come and join the team of one of the largest and most successful further and higher 
education colleges in the South East. With state-of-the-art campuses in Medway and 
Maidstone and strong financial health, we are passionate about teaching, learning and the 
development of our staff. 

MidKent College has achieved excellent results in Functional Skills and is looking to 
broaden its provision in GCSE Maths and English to meet the requirements of Post 16 
Study Programmes. 

We are on the hunt for two exceptional teachers with the skills and ambition to lead on 
this major new development and to develop other teaching staff to the highest standards. 
If you have a passion for delivering high quality teaching and learning, a strong track 
record in Maths or English and the drive and energy to implement change, we want to 
hear from you. 

Successful applicants will earn a basic salary of £38,169 and can look forward to 35 days 
annual leave, eligibility to join the teachers' pension scheme and other benefits. 

So, think you're up to the job? Great - contact the College to request an application pack. 

Closing date: noon on Thursday 13 December 2012 


MidKent College and RBLI Employment Solutions are working in partnership to support 
disabled applicants. For assistance please contact RBLI on 0800783114 or visit their 
website www.rbli.co.uk 

For an application pack and further details visit www.midkent.ac.uk or e mail 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk. Alternatively you may contact Human Resources on 
01634 383102. 


The College is committed to safeguarding young people and vulnerable adults therefore 
any offer of employment will be subject to a CRB check. 
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The future of local media 

Be a part of an exciting and growing team 
developing our portfolio across Kent 

Kent Life 

An opportunity has arisen to join Archant Life part 
of Archant Community Media Ltd, the UK's 
largest independently owned media business. 

As a home worker you will be based in Kent, a 
presentable, self-motivated sales professional will be 
responsible for selling advertising solutions for our Kent 
Life magazine. This is an opportunity for an experienced 
salesperson to develop their career in a competitive 
market across a multi-platform portfolio. 

For this varied role you will need to work efficiently under 
pressure, prioritise your workload depending on 
deadlines and be able to demonstrate sales experience 
in a competitive market. Good communication skills are 
essential, whether by telephone, face-to-face or in written 
form. 

In return we offer a very competitive package which 
includes a generous uncapped commission scheme. The 
exceptional benefits include 5 weeks annual leave and a 
contributory pension and life assurance scheme (after 
qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits 
include a cycle scheme, childcare vouchers, Westfield 
Health Scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched 
funding). 


To apply for the above position please 
apply online at www.archant.co.uk 
and click on vacancies 




South East Coast Ambulance Service 

NHS Foundation Trust 

Recruiting for 
111 Contact Centre - 
Ashford 

Health Advisor 

(full training provided) 

£7.23 - up to £9.04 per hour 
27.5 or 22 hours per week 

Please visit 

http://www.jobs.nhs.uk/ 

and search job reference 

278-111 HA-1012-MB 

for further details. 
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Learning Support Assistant 

Fixed Term Contract - I Year 
28.5 hours a week (5 days) 

Term time only - 39 wks per year (including Staff Development Days) 
Kent Range 3 (£14,241.00 to £16,144.00 pa) 

Pro rata to £9,256.00 - £10,493.00 pa 

A friendly and adaptable person is required to work across subject areas, to proactively support 
students with their learning and welfare needs in order to maximise their levels of achievement 
and independence. It would be an advantage to have experience of working in a similar post or 
school setting and a good level of numeracy and literacy (Level 2 or equivalent) is essential. 

To apply please submit with your application to Kay McGowan, HR Manager, a letter outlining 
your reasons for wanting this position, together with evidence of why you are suitable for the 
role, and how you have developed your skills in previous roles in readiness for this position. 

Further details and application forms may be obtained from our HR 
Manager by email at k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk or by 
telephoning 01474 566552 ext 8081120. 

Closing Date: 10th December 2012 (9.00 am) 

Interviews: 18th December 2012 
CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check 
via the disclosure procedure. 

Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy. 


Career opportunities at MidKent College 

MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone is 
seeking to appoint outstanding individuals in the following areas: 


Hourly Paid Electrical Installation Course Tutor/Lecturer 


Hourly Rate: £23.44 - £27.22 per hour 
(dependent on qualifications and experience) 

Medway Campus 

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic individual to deliver Electrical Installation 
to learners studying from level 1 to level 3. The ideal candidate will have a current 
knowledge and practical experience of the Building Services Industry, have 
sufficient teaching experience and educated to Level 3 or the equivalent in the 
relevant field. The successful candidate will hold an Advanced Craft Certificate, as 
well as Inspection and testing of Installations and possess either a D32/34 or A & V 
Awards and hold a recognised teaching qualification or be willing to work towards 
teaching and assessing qualifications. 


Maintenance Engineer, permanent, full time 


Salary: £15,891 to £19,464 per annum 

(dependent on qualifications and experience) 37 hours per week 

Medway Campus, with some travel to Maidstone 

We are looking for enthusiastic individuals who will benefit from gaining their first 
NVQ Qualification whilst working in a stimulating environment. Successful candidates 
will work towards the apprenticeship framework including a relevant NVQ Level whilst 
receiving training and working in the Facilities and Reception department. 

Training allowance: £6,314 per annum plus reward bonus upon successful 
completion of the NVQ Qualification. 

Closing date for both posts: midday on Thursday 13 December 2012 


MidKent College and RBLI Employment Solutions are working in partnership to 
support disabled applicants. For assistance please contact RBLI on 
0800783114 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk 
For an application pack and further details visit www.midkent.ac.uk or e mail 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk. Alternatively you may contact Human 
Resources on 01634 383102. 

The College is committed to safeguarding young people and vulnerable adults 
therefore any offer of employment will be subject to a CRB check. 
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TEACHER OF 
HUMANITIES 

St John’s is a successful Visual Arts 
College in Gravesend which seeks to 
appoint an enthusiastic teacher of 
Humanities with either a Geography or 
Religious Education specialism. 

Please contact the school on 

01474 534718 or e-mail 
office@st-johns-gravesend.kent.sch.uk 

for an application pack. 

More details, including job descriptions 
and application forms can also be 
downloaded from our website: 

www.raaave.com 

This post will be subject to safer 
recruitment procedures. 

Closing date: Friday, 14 December. 



The future of local media 

Be a part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 

£Kent on Saturday ^Kenton Sunday ^Tunbridge Wells ^ Your Medway ^ Your Swale 
^ yourashford g yourcanterbury yourdeal e yourdover 
pyourmaidstone t yoursandwich s yourshepway “ yourthanet 


We are currently looking to recruit the following office based positions: 

•Telephone Sales Executive - Classified 

•Telephone Sales Executive - Education, Business and Training 

Both positions are permanent roles, based in Smeeth, Nr Ashford. 

If you are a highly driven, confident, self-motivated team player with good communication 
skills, who is able to work under pressure to deadlines and targets, then apply for one of 
these jobs today. 

You will be office based and working with an existing client base of advertisers where 
customer service is paramount, but you must also be able to search out new business to 
develop and grow your territory revenues and opportunities. 

We pride ourselves on good customer service, professional marketing solutions and 
excellent business relationships. We provide innovative ideas that will in return give our 
clients real value and response. 

Media experience is not essential as full training will be given, however good numeracy, 
literacy and computer skills are required. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus bonus scheme, ongoing training and career 
development, five weeks’ annual leave, contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
and all the benefits of working for a large media organisation. 

Due to the location, you will be required to have your own transport. 


To apply for the above position please apply online at www.archant.co.uk 
and click on vacancies 
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SELL AN EXCLUSIVE RANGE OF EARLY YEARS 
RESOURCES * SELL IN YOUR OWN EXCLUSIVE AREA 
* BE YOUR OWN BOSS 

■ Olifu sell high quality German educational products mainly to 
schools and nurseries. 

■ If you are ambitious, sociable, and want to make a success 
running your own business, then we want to hear from! 

■ We will encourage you to think “outside the box” and show 
you how to build a solid customer base in your area.. 

■ If you want to know more about this exciting opportunity, 
please call Tristan for an informal discussion on 

0791 901 5943 or email at tristan.olifu@gmail.com 


Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 
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YOUR PUBLIC IS OUR PUBLIC 

To place your legal notices 
call 01303 817056 or email sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 

Telephone: 01303 817040 

Fax: 01303 817004 

Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 

PLANNING 


Planning applications 


A* 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//12/01907/FUL: The Pearl Fisher, 103 Cromwell Road, Whitstable, CT5 1NL Part change of use of east wing of existing Bed and Breakfast 
(Cl) to self contained residential dwelling (C3). Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hartley-Trigg Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/01921/FUL: Harbour Garage, Tower Parade, Whitstable, CT5 2BJ Rear extension to expand the car showroom, service workshop and 
to form a covered PDI (Pre-delivery Inspection) area. Applicant: Harbour Garage (Whitstable) Ltd Reason: Site notice only. 

CA//12/01943/FUL: Vernon Grange, 35 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, CT1 3JB Repair the left gate pillar at the entrance to the driveway and 
widen the entrance to the driveway by one metre. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Withrington Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/01944/LB: Vernon Grange, 35 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, CT1 3JB To repair left gate pillar at the entrance to the driveway and widen 
the entrance to the driveway by 1m. The driveway entrance to Vernon Grange, 35 Old Dover Road is located in Vernon Place. 

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Withrington Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/01970/FUL: 82 Regent Street, Whitstable, CT5 1JQ Single-storey rear in-fill extension and new tiled roof and external alterations to 
existing conservatory structure. Applicant: Mr Colley Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/01980/FUL: Land at Bekesbourne Lane, Bekesbourne, CT4 5EB Erection of cherry coverings and framework. Applicant: Mr Riccini 

Reason: Major development. 

CA//12/01998/FUL: Land off Coopers Lane, Simmonds Road, Wincheap, Canterbury Proposed storage units (3 No) 

Applicant: Selby and Selby Canterbury Ltd Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/02026/FUL: 2 Marine Terrace, Whitstable, CT5 1EJ Single-storey rear extension Applicant: Mrs Fewings Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//12/02044/FUL: 17 Palace Street, Canterbury, CT1 2DZ Change of use of part of the shop from retail (Use Class A1) to a mixed use church 
shop (Use Class A1) and tea rooms on the ground and lower ground floors (Use Class A3). Applicant: Canterbury Church Shop Ltd 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/02051/FUL: 5 Greenacre, Kingston, CT4 6JF Single-storey rear extension infilling an existing open courtyard. 

Applicant: Mr T and Mrs C Arter Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/02054/FUL: Lombard House, Upper Bridge Street, Canterbury Replacement shopfront and change of use of front ground floor area 
from offices to mixed Class A1/A2/D1 (wellbeing centre) uses and of the rear ground floor area from offices to mixed Class A2 office related use 
and Class D1 wellbeing centre. Applicant: Mr L Sloggett Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/02062/FUL: Land adjacent to 74 Wincheap, Canterbury Erection of three apartments extending over two storeys and associated 
landscaping works. Applicant: Mr A Uddin Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/02065/FUL: Millbank House, Ford Hill, Hoath, CT3 4LP Change of use from meadow to residential garden with alterations to levels and 
proposed pole barn. Applicant: Mr S Hills Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/02067/FUL: Park End, Station Chine, Herne Bay, CT6 5SS Erection of detached dwelling with associated parking. Applicant: Mr Love 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/02073/FUL: The Swan Inn, High Street, Sturry, CT2 0BD Renovations and extensions to building to form a restaurant and six letting 
rooms together with demolition of lean-to outbuilding and erection of entrance gates. Applicant: Augustus Moon LLP 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/02078/LB: The Swan Inn, High Street, Sturry, CT2 0BD Renovations and extensions to building to form a restaurant and six letting 
rooms together with demolition of lean-to outbuilding and erection of entrance gates. Applicant: Augustine Moon LLP 
Reason: Work to a listed building. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 24 December 2012. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 30 November 2012 


Public Notice 

A* 

2 December 2012 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 

Application for new groynes at Herne Bay 

Notice is hereby given that Canterbury City Council has applied to the 
Marine Management Organisation under the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009, Part 4, for a marine licence to undertake the construction of 
new groynes at Herne Bay. Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at 124 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5JY. 

Copies of the Application and associated information may be viewed 
on line in the Public Register at www.marinemanagement.org.uk/ 
publicregister 

Representations or objections in respect of the application should be 
made in writing, giving an address to which correspondence relating to 
the representation or objection may be sent, to the Marine Management 
Organisation, Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, NE4 7YH, or alternatively emailed to laura.calvert@ 
marinemanagement.org.uk, within 28 days from 29 November 2012, 
quoting reference MLA/2012/00432. 

The Marine Management Organisation will pass to the applicant a copy of 
any objection or representation we receive. 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN 
AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 
KCC/AS/0033/2012 - Proposed development at 
Unit 2, Cobbswood Industrial Estate, Brunswick 
Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 lEH 
Ball Contractors is applying to Kent County Council for 
planning permission for change of use from 
warehouse/storage to waste transfer station/waste 
segregation and storage of non hazardous waste 
streams. 

KCC/AS/0384/2012 - Proposed development at 
The John Wallis Academy, Millbank Road, 
Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent, TN23 3HG 

KCC Property & Infrastructure Support is applying to 
Kent County Council Planning Applications Group for 
planning permission for reorganisation of the 
academy site to include the demolition of part of the 
existing main academy building (Hall and Gym), 
erection of a new two storey assembly/theatre 
building and a separate three storey teaching 
building, reorganisation of hard and soft landscaping 
and provision of 127 vehicle parking spaces and 104 
cycle parking spaces. 

You may view these applications via a computer linkat 
the following locations: (a) Ashford Gateway Plus, 
Church Road, Ashford; and (b) Tenterden Gateway, 2 
Manor Row, High Street, Tenterden 

KCC/TW/0524/2011 - Proposed development at 
Westdene, Whetsted Road, Five Oak Green, 
Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 6SD 
CLC Construction Ltd is applying to the Kent County 
Council for planning permission for retrospective 
change of use from breakers yard and storage of 
damaged vehicles and trailers to site office and open 
storage, screening and crushing of spoil from road 
excavations and installation of lighting. The proposed 
development lies within the Metropolitan Green Belt 
and therefore may not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the 
land to which the application relates is situated. 


PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
KCC/TW/0386/2012 - Proposed development at 
Skinners Kent Academy (Site 2), Blackhurst Lane, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

Kent County Council Property & Infrastructure Support 
is applying to Kent County Council Planning 
Applications Group for planning permission for 
external floodlighting to all weather pitch on site 2 of 
Skinners Kent Academy, Tunbridge Wells. The 
proposed development is partly within/adjoins a 
Conservation Area and may affect its character and/or 
appearance. 

You may view these applications at Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNi 2AB 
Alternatively, details of all applications can be viewed 
on Kent County Council's website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices in 
Maidstone at the address below during all reasonable 
office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
Borough Council website. 

Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 2 December 2012 
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Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it's setting. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 17 DECEMBER 2012 

SW/12/1261 & SW/12/1474: 

Replacement of existing windows. To replace existing stained 
softwood, storm-proof framed and standard double glazed 
windows with hardwood flush casement frames with specialised 
glazed units designed for listed buildings - Dungate Barn, Pitstock 
Road, RODMERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/12/1316: 

Listed Building Consent for alterations and installation of lift for 
disabled - Swale Borough Council, Alexander Centre, 15-17 
Preston Street, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/12/1406: 

Demolition of redundant loose boxes and construction of new 
single storey office building - Grove End Farm, Bredgar Road, 
TUNSTALL; REASON 2 
SW/12/1416: 

Variation of Condition (2) of planning permission SW/09/0746 to 
allow use as children's nursery (Use Class Dl) - 43 High Street, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 1 & 2 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y12/1051/SH# - 96 High Street Dymchurch Romney Marsh Kent 
TN29 ONP - Section 73 application to vary Condition 4 of planning 
permission Y04/1581/SH to allow use of the integral garage as 
additional living space. 

Y12/1047/SH+ - Sharpeners End Church Road Hythe Kent CT21 
5DP - Retrospective application for formation of raised decking 
area to south of parking area, replacement of enclosing fencing to 
parking area, including gate to garden, replacement of existing 
gravel path with decking and reinstatement of steps to garden. 

Y12/0919/SH* - East Cliff Pavilion Wear Bay Road Folkestone 
Kent CT19 6BL - Change of use and conversion of the existing 
function rooms to a retail centre. Together with the creation of a 
self contained flat and other external alterations. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 
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Public Notice 

2 December 2012 CANTERBURY 


The Canterbury City Council (3 Petchell Mews) Compulsory 
Purchase Order No 1 2012 

The Housing Act 1985 (Part II) and the Acquisition of Land 
Act 1981 

Compulsory Purchase of Land at 3 Petchell Mews 
Canterbury Kent CT1 1LB 

Notice is hereby given that Canterbury City Council has made The 
Canterbury City Council (3 Petchell Mews) Compulsory Purchase Order 
No 1 2012 under section 17 of the Housing Act 1985 (Part II). 

It is about to submit this order to the Secretary of State for the 
Department of Communities and Local Government for confirmation, and 
if confirmed, the order will authorise Canterbury City Council to purchase 
compulsorily the land described below for the purpose of social housing. 

A copy of the order and of the accompanying map may be seen at all 
reasonable hours at Canterbury City Council Military Road, Canterbury, 
Kent CT1 1YW. 

Any objection to the order must be made in writing to The Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local Government, National Planning 
Casework Unit, 5, St Phillip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW 
before 2 January 2013 and should state the title of the order, the grounds 
of objection and the objector’s address and interests in the land. 

Description of land - 3 Petchell Mews, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1LB 

Mark Ellender, Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

Canterbury City Council 
Military Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YW 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/12/1485/S - LAND ADJACENT TO SURRENDEN MEWS, HIGH STREET, STAPLEHURST, KENT - 
Erection of four 5-bedroom detached houses with integral garages and associated parking and 
infrastructure. Reason: 1,2 

MA/12/1536/S - LITTLE CHEVENEY OAST, LITTLE CHEVENEY FARM, SHEEPHURST LANE, MARDEN, 
TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9NX - Retrospective planning permission for installation of a swimming pool, 
surrounding walls and pergola. Reason: 1 

MA/12/1680/N - LAND TO THE WEST OF MARLEY PLASTICS, ASHFORD ROAD, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, 

KENT, ME17 2DE - Provision of swales and an infiltration basin. Reason: 6,9 

MA/12/1692/S - TOVIL SCOUTS HQ & CAMPSITE, SCOUT ASSOCIATION, STRAW MILL HILL, TOVIL, 

MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6FL - Installation of a 22m high slim line lattice mast topped with antennas 

(total height 25.1m), dish antenna, equipment cabinets and ancillary development including meter cabinet 

and combined base, all within 5.5m by 5.5m fenced enclosure. Reason: 2 

MA/12/1955/S - PRIDE OF KENT, HIGH STREET, STAPLEHURST, KENT, TNI 2 OAH - Conversion of first 

floor of public house to a self-contained flat and erection of three new dwellings. Reason: 1,2 

MA/12/1974/S - SMITHS HALL, WEST FARLEIGH HALL, LOWER ROAD, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, 

KENT, ME15 OPE - Reinstatement of three sash windows. Reason: 1,2 

MA/12/1975/S - SMITHS HALL, WEST FARLEIGH HALL, LOWER ROAD, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, 

KENT, ME15 OPE - Listed Building Consent for the reinstatement of three sash windows. Reason: 3 

MA/12/1989/S - NEW LINE LEARNING ACADEMY, BOUGHTON LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 9QL - 

Outline application for the erection of a primary school with access to be determined at this stage with 

appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved for subsequent approval. Reason: 6 

MA/12/1994/S - NEW LINE LEARNING ACADEMY, BOUGHTON LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 9QL - 

Outline application for the erection of a new studio school with access to be determined at this stage with 

appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved for subsequent approval. Reason: 6 

MA/12/2008/N - MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY, ST FAITHS STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1LH - 

Installation of a Royal West Kent statue, plinth and plaque. Reason: 1,2 

MA/12/2016/S - GURNEYS COTTAGE, SALTS LANE, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 OBD - Planning 

permission for the erection of a single storey rear extension. Reason: 2 

MA/12/2017/S - GURNEYS COTTAGE, SALTS LANE, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 OBD - 

Conservation Area consent for the demolition of single storey shed to rear. Reason: 4 

MA/12/2022/S - TOVIL QUARRY SITE, STRAW MILL HILL, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6FL - Outline 

application for the demolition of existing buildings and the erection of residential development with 

associated parking and landscaping together with the extinguishment of the existing access to Straw Mill 

Hill and the formation of a new access from Straw Mill Hill/Stockett Lane. Access to be determined at this 

stage with appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved for subsequent approval. Reason: 2,6,9 

MA/12/2023/S - WAGON LODGE, FORSHAM FARM, FORSHAM LANE, SU^ON VALENCE, MAIDSTONE, 

KENT, ME17 3EW - Change of use of land and erection of detached garage/store with driveway to be 

used in association with Wagon Lodge. Reason: 1 

MA/12/2027/S - UPPER CRISBROOK MILL, HAYLE MILL ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6XR - 
Demolition of part of detached garage and erection of extension to remaining garage to include garden 
store and associated works including parking area, paths and changes to land levels. Reason: 1,2 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

4 - Application is for Conservation Area Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 16th December 
2012 , quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 2nd December 2012 



Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
12/03183/LBC Crooke Cottage Crook Road, Brenchley 

- Listed Building Consent: Rear ground floor and first floor extension (LB) 

12/03079/FUL Four Nevill Park 4 Nevill Park, Broadwater 

- Conversion from residential care home (Class C2) to residential (Class C3) comprising lower 

ground and ground floor rear extension, a principal residence on ground, first and second floors and 
a seperate self-contained basement flat with alteration and restoration to all elevations including 
window and door arrangements; Swimming pool and outbuildings; Landscape works (CA) 
12/03082/FULMJ Site Of 1-36 Ropers Gate And 26-60 Summervale Road, Broadwater 

- Variation of condition 5, 6, 7, 10, 16, 17, 21, 31,42 of TW/11/03812 - Demolition of 50 existing 
flats and 4 No. shops; Construction of 62 dwellings comprising houses and flats with new retail 
unit/post office, road network, parking and landscape - Conditions 5, 6, 7, 16, 21 - varied to 
‘Prior to commencement of works related to the individual elements hereunder described on the 
development hereby approved Condition 10 - varied to ‘Prior to occupation’; Condition 17, 31, 
42 - varied to ‘Prior to construction’ (MAJOR) 

12/02862/LBC The Granary Hale Farm, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent - Alterations to first floor by dividing up space between existing oak 

beams and uprights, and new studwork to form separate bedroom and landing area (LB) 
12/03205/FUL The Bull Inn The Street, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Minor external works with works to ground floor bar and restaurant and first floor letting rooms 
(CA) (LB) 

12/03209/LBC The Bull Inn The Street, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Minor external works with works to ground floor bar and restaurant 
and first floor letting rooms (LB) 

12/03011/LBC Summerhill House 73 London Road, Culverden 

- Listed Building Consent - Removal of W.C. rear of ground floor, increase size of side room at 
south end of kitchen and form an opening connection to room beyond; re-instatement of former 
opening adjacent to bottom of service stairs, connecting through to centre room on south side of 
building, and removal of wall under the main stair up to first floor; formation of new W.C. beside 
service stairs (LB) 

12/03203/FULMJ Tolehurst Farm Knoxbridge, Frittenden 

- Replacement of 7 existing free range poultry buildings with 2 new poultry buildings (MAJOR) (LB) 

12/03200/LBC Bricklayers West Road, Goudhurst 

- Listed building consent - Basement water proofed and converted to provide an utility room 
(amendment to TW/11/01101) (LB) 

12/03172/FUL Little Pixhall Farm High Street, Hawkhurst 

- Replacement agricultural barn (LB) 

12/03098/LBC Milestone Cottage Brenchley Road, Horsmonden 

- Demolition of external canopy. Erection of open porch (LB) 

12/02985/HOUSE Woodlands House Camden Park, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Fence panel erected on wall (Retrospective) (CA) 

12/03155/FUL Greggs 6 Grosvenor Road, Park 

- Use of the pavement for external seating area (CA) 

12/03161/FUL Lower Church Farm Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst 

- Retrospective: Mobile wooden stable (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 01 December 2012 
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Folkestone 


SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL - 
MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES SCHEME 

The Local Authorities' (Members' Allowances) (England) 
Regulations 2003 place certain duties on local authorities in 
connection with publicising the recommendations made by their 
Independent Remuneration Panel. 

i. The report of the Independent Remuneration Panel proposes 
a model for allowances that is transparent, sustainable, easy 
to understand and easy to operate. The model proposed 
would link all allowances to the basic councillors allowance 
(paid to all councillors) by a 'points' system. 

ii. The recommended 'point' scores for different roles are based 
on the panel's consideration of the appropriate and justifiable 
relativities between those roles as they operate at Shepway 
District Council. The consolidated basic allowance referred to 
below has a point score of 100. The relative 'scores' may not 
be the same as in other Councils, but the panel is a Shepway 
panel looking at what is relevant and appropriate within 
Shepway. 

iii. Based on this approach, the report proposes point scores for 
each of the special responsibility allowances, which will, if 
adopted, establish the relativities both between the different 
special responsibility allowances and between those 
allowances and the basic allowance. 

The recommendations of the panel relate to the Members' 
Allowances Scheme for 2012/13. They are as follows: 

1. That the option for councillors to join the Local Government 
Pension Scheme not be introduced. 

2. That Shepway District Council introduce a dependants' 
carers' allowance at the level of the national minimum wage. 

3. That no changes be made to the current scheme for 
reimbursing travel and subsistence expenses. 

4. That the scheme for travelling and subsistence related to 
official duties be adopted by the council. 

5. That the voluntary discount be maintained at 50%. 

6. That the current ICT allowance be consolidated into the basic 
allowance. 

7. That the revised consolidated basic allowance be set at 
£4,500. 

8. That the councillors basic allowances be adjusted annually at 
the start of the civic year by the Consumer Price Index figure 
for the proceeding February (published in March). 

9. That the application of indexation to the councillors basic 
allowance be subject to an annual vote of full Council. 

10. That special responsibility allowances be determined by 
reference to the basic allowance and amended in line with 
amendments to that basic allowance. 

11. That the committees are classified into tiers and that special 
responsibility allowances be paid to the chairs of tier one and 
tier two committees only. 

12. That the special responsibility allowance for the chair of a tier 
one committee be set at 100 points which equates to an 
allowance of £4,500. 

13. That the special responsibility allowance for the chair of a tier 
two committee be set at 30 points and frozen at its current 
level until the effects of indexation brings the proposed 
allowance to the level of the current allowance which equates 
to an allowance of £1,350. 

14. The payment of special responsibility allowances to vice¬ 
chairs of committees is discontinued. 

15. The special responsibility allowance for the role of cabinet 
members is set at the level of 200 points which equates to an 
allowance of £9,000. 

16. The special responsibility allowance for the role of Deputy 
Leader of the Council is set at the level of 220 points which 
equates to an allowance of £9,900. 

17. The special responsibility allowance for Leader of the Council 
is set at 440 points which equates to an allowance of 
£19,800. 

18. That the special responsibility allowance for Leader of the 
Council is frozen at its current level until such time as the 
proposed level matches the current level under indexation 
arrangements. 

19. That up to a maximum of nine special responsibility 
allowances are paid to Lead Members set at a level of 30 
points which equates to an allowance of £1,350. 

20. That the current group allowances be abolished. 

21. That a single special responsibility allowance for the role of 
'Leader of the Opposition' (being defined as the leader of the 
largest minority group not forming part of the administration) 
be introduced at the level of 150 points which equates to an 
allowance of £6,750. 

22. The special responsibility allowance for the role of Chair of 
the Council is set at 150 points which equates to an 
allowance of £6,750. 

23. The special responsibility allowance for the role of Vice-Chair 
of the Council is set at 30 points which equates to an 
allowance of £1,350. 

24. The SRA for Co-opted Members covered by the scheme of 
remuneration for Councillors be set at 15 points which 
equates to an allowance of £675. 

The Council will meet in the new year to consider the 
recommendations of the panel and to decide whether to adopt the 
new scheme. 

More information is available on the Shepway District Council 
website under Council and Democracy or for public inspection 
during normal working hours, between 9.00am and 5.00pm at the 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY; 
telephone 01303 853488 or email committee@shepway.gov.uk 
Dated this 20th day of November 2012 
J A Stewart 
Chief Executive 

Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone Kent 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF DOVER 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY EB12, DOVER) 

PUBLIC PATH CREATION AND DEFINITIVE MAP 
AND STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2012 
On 21 st November 2012 the Kent County Council 
confirmed the above Order under section 26 of the 
Highways Act 1980 . 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to provide a 
new length of Public Bridleway EB 12 which 
commences at grid reference TR 3095 4405 (Point A), 
Melbourne Avenue, before heading in a south easterly 
direction for 866 metres, connecting with Roman 
Road at grid reference, TR 3165 4357 (Point B). The 
new length of path will have a width of 3 metres 
except at the junction with Roman Road (Point B) 
where the width is 1.5 metres 

The existence of established trees at NGR TR 3165 4357 
(Point B) on the Order plan will restrict the width of 
useable highway at that point to 1.5 metres. There will 
be 1 bridle gate located at NGR, TR 3095 4405 (Point 
A). The bridle gate will conform to BS 5709 : 2006 . 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order and Map have been placed and 
may be seen free of charge at the offices of Dover 
District Council, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, 
Kent, CT 16 3 PJ or at the Countryside Access Service at 
Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME 14 
1 XX, during office hours. A copy of the Order and Map 
may be purchased there. 

The Order comes into force on 19 th December 2012 , 
but if a person aggrieved by the Order wants to 
question the validity, or that of any provision 
contained in it, on the ground that it is not within the 
powers of the Highways Act 1980 , as amended, or on 
the ground that any requirement of the Act, as 
amended, or of any regulation made under the Act 
which has not been complied with in relation to the 
Order, he or she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 
to the Act as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to 
the Act, within 6 weeks from the 2 nd December 2012 , 
make an application to the High Court. 


N 

On 19 th November 2012 the Kent County Council 
confirmed the above Order under section 119 of the 
Highways Act 1980 . 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of that length of Public Bridleway 
numbered TE 9 that commences from the unaffected 
part of Public Bridleway TE 9 , NGR TR 2474 6661 (Point 
A) on the Order Plan, and passes for 342 metres in a 
south westerly direction to the unaffected part of 
Public Bridleway TE 9 , NGR TR 2442 6649 , (Point B) on 
the Order Plan, and to provide a new length of Public 
Bridleway numbered TE 9 that commences from the 
unaffected part of Public Bridleway TE 9 , NGRTR 2474 
6661 (Point A) on the Order Plan, and passes in a 
south westerly direction for 132 metres then turning in 
a north, north westerly direction for 101 metres before 
finally turning again in a south westerly direction for 
211 metres to the unaffected part of Public Bridleway 
TE 9 , NGR TR 2442 6649 , (Point B) on the Order Plan. 

The new length of path will have a width of 3 metres. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order and the Map have been placed 
and may be seen free of charge at the Offices of 
Thanet District Council, Thanet Gateway Plus, Cecil 
Street, Margate, CT 9 iRE or at the Kent County 
Council, Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME 14 1 XX, during office hours. 

Copies of the Order and Map may be purchased there. 

The Order comes into force on 17 th December 2012 , 
but if a person aggrieved by the Order wants to 
question the validity, or that of any provision 
contained in it, on the ground that it is not within the 
powers of the Highways Act 1980 , as amended, or on 
the ground that any requirement of the Act, as 
amended, or of any regulation made under the Act 
which has not been complied with in relation to the 
Order, he or she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 
to the Act as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to 
the Act, within 6 weeks from the 2 nd December 2012 , 
make an application to the High Court. 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF THANET 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY TE9 (PART), 

ST NICHOLAS AT WADE) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP 
AND STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2012 


Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 1XX Dated: 2nd December 2012 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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Make sure your recruitment 
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MARRIAGE LICENCES 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
Applications have been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as venues 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: St Augustines, 125 Canterbury Road, 
Westgate-on-Sea 

Applicant: Tony O'Malley 

Name of Premises: Aberdeen House, 68 Ellington Road, 
Ramsgate 

Applicant: Sharon Birch 

The applications and plans of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: The Archbishops Palace, Mill Street, 
Maidstone 

Applicant: Sharon Birch 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
Applications have been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as venues 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: The Mansion House, 39 Grove Hill Road, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Applicant: Sharon Birch 

Name of Premises: Mercure Tunbridge Wells Hotel, 8 
Tonbridge Road, Pembury 
Applicant: Denise Vas 

The applications and plans of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: Milton Place, Avenue of Remembrance, 
Sittingbourne 
Applicant: Sharon Birch 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: Wellington House, St Stephens Road, 
Canterbury 

Applicant: Sharon Birch 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 



TERMS & CONDITIONS 


ARCHANT KOS MEDIA LTD 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the 
advertiser warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any 
existing legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the 
Consumer Credit Act 1974. 

2. It is the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all 
forms of government legislation and Archant KOS Media Ltd (the “media 
owner”) takes no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the 
content of our media. 

3 All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the 
advertisement appears. 

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12 
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement. 

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to Archant KOS Media 
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused. 

All passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by Archant KOS Media Ltd 
in relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner’s online 
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser 
indemnifies Archant KOS Media Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse 
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password 
privileges by the advertiser. 

6. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently to 
ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public 
domain. 

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising 
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and 
moving film owned by Archant KOS Media Ltd must have been sought, verified 
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must 
have been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The 
advertiser must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or 
otherwise) in relation to their products/services promoted within any of the 
media offerings belonging to Archant KOS Media Ltd. 

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the 
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to 
the media owner’s printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page 
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

9. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any 
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these 
terms the word “advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or 
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another. 

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your 
marketing content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any 
error or omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that 
advertising. 

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through 
delay in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or 
damage to any artwork supplied. 

12 Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with Archant KOS 
Media Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 days 
of publishing. 

13. Archant KOS Media Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
made on their websites by the advertiser. 

14. Archant KOS Media Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser’s annual 
membership without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of 
date material or content on any of the media owner’s online digital platforms. 
Archant KOS Media Ltd will seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in 
relation to the signed annual membership as a result of the advertiser’s 
negligence in this regard and reserves the right to claim damages for any 
potential vexatious action via the advertiser. 

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion. 
The media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent 
insertions, which have not been advised to them in writing. 

16. A minimum of one month’s notice must be given in writing for any cancellation 
of the signed annual advertiser’s agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts 
from Archant KOS Media’s standard effective media advertising rate card (July 
2008-June 2009) will be recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with 
Archant KOS Media’s standard media rate card (effective July 2008-June 2009) 
and will reflect the revised length of commitment denoted by the advertiser’s 
written cancellation. Any surcharges, refunds or costs in relation to the 
production of the advertiser’s TV commercial for the commitment set out within 
the advertiser’s agreement will be met in full by the advertiser as per Archant 
KOS Media’s standard media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009). 
Discounts will be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid by either 
party within 30 days of the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any other 
advertising placed must give a minimum of seven days’ written notice and any 
discounts given for series bookings will be forfeited by the advertiser upon 
cancellation. 

17 Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift 
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full 
- at rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the 
12-months. 

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of 
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a 
firstcome, first-served basis. 

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV 
advertising commercial supplied by Archant KOS Media Ltd within the 
advertiser’s agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial). 

Should, for any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time 
without giving sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), Archant KOS Media Ltd 
reserves the right to charge for any further TV production at its standard 
published hourly rate should the advertiser still wish to use Archant KOS Media 
Ltd’s production services to complete its TV commercial or photographic 
imagery included in the advertiser’s agreement. The advertiser will approve and 
accept that there are only two choices of voice-over and music offered by 
Archant KOS Media Ltd. Should an advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or 
non-copyright free music it is the responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS 
rights should they be required to do so. Any changes to or failure to approve 
the TV production by the deadlines agreed between both parties will result in 
Archant KOS Media Ltd being given permission by the advertiser to replace the 
TV commercial with pictures or stills from a choice of photography supplied by 
the media owner until the advertiser can supply a TV commercial produced at 
their own cost and risk outside of this agreement. The advertiser also accepts 
and agrees that this action would not reduce the value or cost of their 
membership. Any cost of changes required to the TV commercial throughout 
the advertiser’s agreement will be borne by the advertiser outside of this 
agreement. 

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within Archant KOS 
Media Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category (Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the search 
engine criteria of optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or 
Bronze). 

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published 
within the print or online media of Archant KOS Media Ltd and any action as a 
result of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any 
claims resulting from this via Archant KOS Media Ltd must be met by the 
advertiser. 

22. a. All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the 
30th day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums 
due to Archant KOS Media Ltd shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser shall have 
no right of set off in any circumstances. 

b. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd or RBS 
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all 
further advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and 
make any surcharges for breaking the contract. 

c. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd by the 
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue 
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the 
minimum lending rate of National Westminster Bank Pic from time to time in 
force. 

d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the 
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of Archant 
Archant KOS Media Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due 
from the Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate 
payment. 

e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by Archant KOS Media Ltd 
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date. 

f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any 
major credit card. 

23. Any discount which Archant KOS Media Ltd may have agreed with the 
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete 
the contract or to meet the above credit terms. 

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised 
by the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject 
to the terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the 
Advertising Agency fails to meet the terms. 

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by Archant KOS 
Media (Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid. 

26 The Advertiser agrees to indemnify Archant KOS Media Ltd in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the 
companies within the Archant KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or 
threatened legal action or threatened legal arising from the publication of any 
advertisement or advertising promotion. 

27. An order for an advertisement shall amount to acceptance of these terms and 
conditions, and any condition placed on an order by an Advertiser shall be null 
and void in so far as it conflicts with them. 

28 Copyright in advertisements produced wholly or partially by the media owners 
belong to Archant KOS Media Ltd. Advertisers may not reproduce such 
advertisements without the media owner’s written consent. 

All terms and conditions stated above are in place to protect the advertiser, the 

media owner and the communities they serve within the public domain as well as 

the beneficial rights of individuals and organisations. Archant KOS Media will 

endeavour to always act reasonably in applying its terms and conditions. 

Effective from June 2008 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, KentTN25 6SR 
Tel 01303 817040 Fax 01303 817004 
Email: info@kosmedia.co.uk 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


VARIOUS ROADS, BRABOURNE & SMEETH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Due to ongoing works for the installation of a new 
electricity supply cable, Kent County Council has made 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on certain roads in 
Brabourne and Smeeth, on or after 5 December 2012, as 
shown below. 

GRANARY COURT ROAD, SMEETH will be closed from 
5th December 2012 for up to 7 weeks, although re¬ 
opening over Christmas, between 21 December 2012 
and 6 January 2013 

The closure is between Plain Road and Pound Lane. 

The alternative route is via Plain Road and Pound Lane. 
POUND LANE, BRABOURNE will be closed from 6th 
December 2012 for up to 7 weeks, although re-opening 
between 21 December 2012 and 6 January 2013 
The closure is between the junctions with Canterbury 
Road and Granary Court Road. 

The alternative route is via Canterbury Road, Plain Road 
and Pound Lane (Pound House Road). 

PLAIN ROAD, SMEETH will be closed from 7th December 
from 4.00 pm until 10th December at 6.00 am 
The closure is between the junctions with Cooper's Lane 
and Granary Court Road. 

The alternative route is via Stone Hill, A20 Hythe Road, 
Church Road, Woolpack Hill and Plain Road. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


BROAD OAK LEVEL CROSSING, STURRY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of level crossing maintenance and repairs, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Broad Oak Level Crossing, Sturry, on 
various nights from 3 December 2012, as shown below. 
Broad Oak Road, Sturry will be closed at Broad Oak 
Level Crossing, at the following times: 

Monday 3 December 2012 at 23:30 hrs to Tuesday 4 
December at 05:30 hrs 

Tuesday 4 December at 23:30 hrs to Wednesday 5 
December 12 at 05:30 hrs 

Wednesday 5 December at 23:30 hrs to Thursday 6 
December at 05:30 hrs 

Thursday 6 December at 23:30 hrs to Friday 7 December 
at 05:30 hrs 

Thursday 20 December at 23:50 hrs until Friday 21 
December at 05:40 hrs. 

The alternative route is via Vauxhall Road, A28 Sturry 
Road, A28 Mill Road, A291 Sturry Hill, Sweechgate and 
Shalloak Road. 


FENOULHET WAY, HERNE BAY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway and footway repair works, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Fenoulhet Way, Herne Bay, on or after 4 

December 2012 for up to 4 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed for its entire length. 

The alternative route is via Victoria Park, Canterbury 
Road and High Street. 

There will be no waiting at any time on Fenoulhet Way 
during these works, which includes the designated 
parking spaces, which will be suspended. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(WESTBROOK LANE, HERNE BAY) 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) ORDER 2012 

Notice is hereby given that KENTCOUNTY COUNCIL has 
made the above named Order under sections 1(1) and 
(2), 2(1)to (3) and 3(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after 
consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act: 
The Order will have the following effects: 

1. Prohibition of Driving except for loading by HGV 
Westbrook Lane, Heme Bay 

From the junction with A2990 Thanet Way for a distance 
of 51m in a northerly direction. 

2. Prohibition of Driving except for access to and from 
the household waste recycling centre in Westbrook Lane 

Westbrook Lane, Herne Bay 

Between points 51m and 96m north of the junction with 

V 


A2990 Thanet Way 

The Order was sealed on 23 November 2012 and will 
come into force on 1 January 2013 
Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended and a 
statement of the Council's reasons for making the Order 
may be examined on Mondays to Fridays at 
Ashford Highway Depot, Javelin Way, Henwood 
Industrial Estate, Ashford TN24 8AD, and at Canterbury 
City Council (Herne Bay Office) William Street, Herne 
Bay CT65NX. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make 
application to the High Court for this purpose. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESEND AREA 


HAWKINS AVENUE/CHRISTIAN FIELDS AVENUE 
GRAVESEND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
HAWKINS AVENUE/CHRISTIAN FIELDS AVENUE 
GRAVESEND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

Because of resurfacing works Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Hawkins 
Avenue/Christian Fields Avenue Gravesend, on or after 
3rd December 2012 for up to 2 weeks or until the works 
have been completed. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with junction of Hawkins Avenue and 
Christian Fields Avenue. 

The alternative route is via Palmer Avenue and Warrior 
Avenue all routes are 2omph no height/width or weight 
restrictions apply. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


COWDEN POUND LANE, EDENBRIDGE, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of BT works for cabling, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Cowden Pound Lane, Edenbridge, Sevenoaks, on or 
after 5th December 2012 for up to 3 days or until the 
works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction with Hartfield 
Road for a distance of 700 metres and there will be no 
access for through traffic. 

The alternative route is via Hartfield Road, Station Road, 
Blowers Hill, Cow Lane, Cowden Pound Lane and Vice 
Versa. 


SANDY LANE, SOUTHFLEET, DARTFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of allowing BT safe access for provision of new 
telegraph pole for new customer connection, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Sandy Lane, Southfleet, Dartford, on or after 
5th December 2012 for up to 3 days or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the junction of Claywood Lane 
for a distance of 200 metres. There will be no access 
for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via Betsham Road, Unamed 
Road, School Lane. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, THE DISTRICT OF SEVENOAKS) 
(20MPH, 30MPH, 40MPH, 50MPH SPEED LIMITS 
AND DERESTRICTED ROADS 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2012 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council 
proposes to make an Order under Sections 81, 82, 83 
and 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the 
effect of which would be to :- 
1) Implement a 40 mile per hour speed limit along 
Wheatsheaf Hill (B2042) from its junction with Ide Hill 
Road to a point 470 metres northeast of its junction 
with Nightingale Lane. 2) Implement a 40 mile per 
hour speed limit on Ide Hill Road from its junction 
with Wheatsheaf Hill southwestwards for a distance 
of 60 metres. 

A copy of the proposed Order, an explanatory statement 
and a map showing the lengths of roads concerned may 


be inspected during normal office hours at County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ or at the offices of the Kent 
County Council, Ashford Highways Depot, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD 

Any persons wishing to support the proposal, or to 
object to it should write to Laura Squires, Ashford 
Highways Depot, Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or email tro@kent.gov.uk 
quoting the name of the Order and stating their 
reasons, by no later than 24/12/2012. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(WATERLOO ROAD, CRANBROOK) 

(PROVISION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES) 

THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 AS AMENDED BY 
THE TRANSPORT ACT 1981 AS AMENDED BY 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council, in 
exercise of its powers under Section 90 "A" to Section 
90 "I" of the Highway Act 1980 as amended by Section 
32 and Schedule 10 of the Transport Act 1991 and by 
paragraph 12 of Schedule 4 of the Road Traffic Act 1991 
and of all other enabling powers, proposes to provide 
the traffic calming measures described in the schedule 
hereto. The roads affected and the locations of the 
proposed measures are described in the schedule. 

A plan showing the locations of the proposed measures 
may be inspected during normal working hours at the 
offices of Kent County Council, County Hall, Maidstone 
ME14 1XX and Kent County Council Highways Depot, 
Javelin Way, Ashford TN24 8AD. 

Anyone wishing to support this proposal, or object to it, 
should write to Laura Squires, Kent County Council 
Highways & Transportation, Javelin Way, Henwood Ind 
Estate, Ashford TN24 8AD or by email to 
MHF@kent.gov.uk by not later than 24th December 
2012. 

SCHEDULE 1 

Pair of Speed Cushions 


(Speed Cushion Dimension 70mm in height, 1900mm in 
length and 1750mm in width) 


1 

Outside the School House, Waterloo Road 

2 

Outside the Danes, Waterloo Road 

3 

Outside Cornwallis House, Waterloo Road 

4 

Outside 1 Waterloo Place, Waterloo Road 


SCHEDULE 2 

Raised Table 


(Raised Table Dimension 75mm in height, 18m in length 
and full width of carriageway) 


FI 

Outside Cranbrook School, Waterloo Road 


SCHEDULE 3 

Build Out 


1 

Outside The Vicarage, 

To reduce the carriageway 


Waterloo Road 

width to 4.5 m. 


(VARIOUS ROADS, TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH) 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING) NO.4 ORDER 2012 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
intends to make the above named Order under the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling 
powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of 
police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
said Act of 1984: 

The effect of the proposed named Order (Waiting 
Restrictions and Street Parking Places) will introduce 
new or to amend existing waiting restrictions in the 
following lengths of road (in this part of the notice DYL 
means waiting to be prohibited at all times by double 
yellow lines; SYL and loading restrictions means no 
waiting at the times prescribed below by single yellow 
lines). 

No waiting at any time (DYL) 

Banner Farm Road; northwest side, from its most 
northerly point to a point 153 metres north of its junction 
with Farmcombe Road INCLUDES TURNING HEAD 
Banner Farm Road; south and east side, from its most 


HEAD 

Cunningham Road; west side, from a point 12 metres 
north of its junction with the east-west spur of 
Cunningham Road to its most southerly point INCLUDES 
SCHOOL ENTRANCES 

Cunningham Road; (east-west spur), both sides, from 
its junction with Cunningham Road to a point 15m west 
of that junction. 

Cunningham Road; east side, From a point 14 metres 
north of its junction with Tedder Road to a point 15 
metres south of that junction. 

Tedder Road; both sides, from its junction with 
Cunningham Road to a point 15 metres east of that 
junction. 

Exchange Mews; south west to north east section, both 
sides, from its junction with Culverden Park Road for its 
entire length 

Exchange Mews; south east to north west spur, both 
sides, from its junction with the south west to north 
east section of Exchange Mews to a point 10m north 
west of that junction. 

Major Yorks Road; south west, south side, from its 
junction with Langton Road to a point 10 metres south 
east of its junction with the eastern spur of Nevill Park. 
Major Yorks Road; north east side, from its junction 
with Bishop's Down to a point 40 metres south east of 
that junction. 

Major Yorks Road; south west side, from a point 119 
metres north west of its junction with Hungershall Park 
to a point 149 metres north west of that junction. 

Major Yorks Road; south west side, from a point 30 
metres north west of its junction with Hungershall Park 
to a point 30 metres south east of that junction. 

Major Yorks Road; north east side, from its junction 
with Eridge Road to a point 30 metres north west of its 
junction with Hungershall Park. 

Major Yorks Road; south west side, from a point 230 
metres north west of its junction with Eridge Road to a 
point 265 metres north west of that junction. 

Major Yorks Road; south west side, from its junction 
with Eridge Road to a point 120m north west of that 
junction. 

Henwood Green Road; west side, from a point 15 metres 
north of its northern junction with Romford Road to a 
point 25 metres south of that junction. 

Henwood Green Road; east side, from a point 15 north 
of its northern junction with Romford Road to a point 20 
metres south of its southern junction with Romford 
Road. 

No waiting Monday to Saturday 8am - 6pm (SYL) 
Culverden Park Road; north east, from a point 20m east 
of its junction with Culverden Park to a point 239 metres 
north and west of that junction 
No waiting Monday to Friday 8am - 4pm (SYL) 

Banner Farm Road; east side, from its junction with 
Farmcombe Road to a point 160 metres north of that 
junction. 

No waiting Monday to Friday 10am - 11am (SYL) 

Northern slip road between Church Road and London 
Road, Southborough; both sides, from its junction with 
Church Road to its junction with London Road. 

Full details are contained in the proposed Order, any 
Orders which will be amended by the proposed Order, a 
statement of the Council's reasons for proposing to 
make the Order and maps indicating the location and 
effect may be examined at the Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX and at the Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council offices, Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, TNi iRS during normal office hours. 

Anyone wishing to support or object to the proposed 
Order should send the grounds in writing to: The Traffic 
Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager, Kent 
County Council Highways, Javelin Way, Ashford, TN24 
8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by noon on 
Monday 24th December 2012. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 2nd December 2012 


northerly point to a point 160 metres north of its 
junction with Farmcombe Road INCLUDES TURNING 


1 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 



To place your notice here call the Kent Public Notice team on 01303 817056 
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Buzzcocks: 
there’s Life 
in the old 
punks yet 

SEE PAGE 49 



SPECIAL 

BRAND 

One of Britain's 
best-Loved comics 
is still standing 

SEE PAGE 50 


Kent Weekend 



plus: Talented youngsters take the heat in the kitchen - Food and 
drink p48 Campaign is aiming to put empty homes to good use - 
property p53 Toyota goes for gold with new Auris - driving p55 




44 I week ending December 2, 2012 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


Holidays 


Call 0189S 83 33 33 

foe botfcnq* and mAarmahon 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 



Menton Lemon 
Festival, Nice 
Carnival & 
Monaco 

Escorted Rail Holiday 
from London & Ebbsfleet 
8 days, semi-all-inclusive 
Quote LF2-KOS 
From £849pp 
21 February, 2013 
This super holiday, taking in the 
French Riviera's premier Carnivals, 
starts with a glass of Bubbly at St 
Pancras' famous Champagne Bar 
before an escorted afternoon 
departure by Eurostar (from 
Ebbsfleet on request). On the Riviera 
enjoy Free Drinks every night, visits 
to Menton Lemon Festival, Nice 
Carnival, Monaco & Cervo. We stay in 
Diano Marina, situated on Italy's 
Riviera of Flowers. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 
• Champagne check-in at London St 
Pancras • Return rail travel from St 
Pancras (*from Ebbsfleet on request) 
- afternoon departure • Overnight 
hotel B&B in Paris outbound • 6 


nights halfboard in Diano Marina, 
including free drinks 6pm to 11 pm 
every night • All excursions • All 
transfers abroad 

RAIL OPTION: Luggage handling - 
£ 29 pp 






In association with 

Warner 

Leisure 

Hotels 

& 

Holiday & Dance 



Isle of Wight 
Come Dancing 
Party 

For over 40s only 

Warner Bembridge Coast 
Hotel 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS Free Bar 

Was£259pp 
Sale Price £249pp 

Quote BX1-KOS 
Friday 11 January, 2013 

Fans of Strictly Come Dancing and 
dance enthusiasts are in for a treat at 
our exclusive break on the Isle of Wight. 

We are taking over Warner's Bembridge 
Coast hotel with a tailor made weekend 
featuring dance tuition, dance cabaret, 
social dancing, a Gala Ball and much 
more. With a huge 8,860 sq ft dance 
floor and reserved tables and seating 
exclusively for a maximum of 200 
dance guests, comfort and space are 
guaranteed. Tuition - up to 8 hours - is 
courtesy of Philip Wylie of Ballroom & 
Latin Dance specialists Holiday & 
Dance. Cabaret comes from six times 
British National Amateur & Reigning 
Professional Champions Warren & Kristi 
Boyce, plus British National Juvenile 
Champions Glenn Richard Boyce & 
Kayleigh Andrews. 


Add to this a packed entertainment 
programme in the show lounge, great 
food in the refurbished restaurant, Free 
drinks from 6 to 11 pm every night, and 
Free car ferry worth £45 per car and 
you're assured of a strictly perfect 
weekend. 


INCLUDED: 

• Dance tuition, entertainment & 
activities as described 

• Free Bar from 6pm to 11 pm every 
night for house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• 3 nights en-suite hotel 
accommodation - upgrades available 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• Car ferry crossing worth £45 



Carry on New 
Year 99p Bar 
Parties at 
Bosworth 
Hall Hotel 

Market Bosworth, Leics 

Self-Drive, 2 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p drinks 

Was£4Q9pp 
Now £89pp 
Quote BH1/2-KOS 
4,11,18,25 Jan & 8 Feb, 
2013 


Extend your New Year Celebrations 
with a fantastic value break at 
popular Bosworth Hall. Our Carry on 
New Year Party weekends have 
become a must-do annual event 
with guests returning year after year. 
Enjoy 99 p drinks from 6pm to 11 pm 
and entertainment nightly at 
Bosworth Hall Hotel, located in the 
village of Market Bosworth, 
Leicestershire. All the bedrooms are 
en-suite with TV, telephone, trouser 
press and tea & coffee tray. Leisure 
facilities include an indoor pool & gym 
(£4 per day payable at the hotel). 
INCLUDED: 

• 99 p drinks from 6pm to 11 pm 
nightly - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks and 
mixers 

• 2 nights sharing a twin/double- 
bedded en-suite hotel room 

• 2 breakfasts & 2 dinners 

• Entertainment 


Swinging 60s 
Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 
Coast 

Self-Drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p drinks 

£99pp 

Quote PR3-KOS 
Friday 8 March, 2013 

We're taking over Pontins Pakefield for 
the weekend to take you on a trip 
down memory lane with great variety 
entertainment including a 60 s tribute 
act and a host of nostalgic fun from 
quizzes to films. 

Pontins Pakefield Holiday Village is 
situated on the Suffolk coast near 


Lowestoft. Enjoy entertainment 
every night and day with Pontin's 
famous Bluecoats and visiting 
cabaret acts — PLUS a choice of bars 
and eateries, an indoor swimming 
pool, snooker, pool, darts, short mat 
bowls, 9 -hole pitch & putt, tennis 
court and more. The recently 
refurbished chalets are all single 
storey and situated on level ground, 
in landscaped grounds just a short 
stroll from the main facilities and car 
parks. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99 p Bar from 6pm to 9 pm every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades 
available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


Mamma Mia 
Summer 
Seaside Party 

Pontions Pakefield, Suffolk 
Coast 

Self-Drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p drinks 

£119pp 
Quote MM6-KOS 
Friday 28 June, 2013 

We're reviving the 70 s & 80 s when 
Abba reigned supreme and their 
songs were on everyone's lips - a 
fabulous private party weekend 
featuring Mamma Mia the Movie 
and a top Abba Tribute Band. Enjoy 
entertainment every night and day 


with Pontin's famous Bluecoats and 
visiting cabaret acts — PLUS a 
choice of bars and eateries, an 
indoor swimming pool, snooker, 
pool, darts, short mat bowls, 9 -hole 
pitch & putt, tennis court and more. 
The recently refurbished chalets are 
all single storey and situated on level 
ground, in landscaped grounds just 
a short stroll from the main facilities 
and car parks. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99 p Bar from 6pm to 9 pm every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades 
available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Janine Duvitski 


TV star given chance to 
show her wicked ways 

Having not performed in pantomime since 1966, the comedy actress 
jumped at the chance to release her inner demon, as Joe Bill learns 



ROLE PLAY: Duvitski is excited by playing the Wicked Queen in this year's Tunbridge Wells pantomime 


T O SOME she is known as the 

crossword-loving swinger in ITVl’s 
Benidorm and to others she is the 
mild-mannered neighbour in BBC’s 
sitcom One Foot In The Grave, but 
this winter Janine Duvitski will 
become something far more sinister. 

The actress, who is recognisable from her role 
as Jaqueline Stewart in the award-winning ITV 
sitcom set in southern Spain, will take the lead 
in the Tunbridge Wells Assembly Hall Theatre 
pantomime. 

The newly-appointed Wicked Oueen has 
admitted that the Snow White And The Seven 
Dwarfs production will be her first foray in 
pantos for quite a while. 

“I haven’t done panto since 1966. It was in 
Manchester and it was Babes In The Wood, and 
I played one of the babes. The Royal 
Shakespeare Company did a Christmas panto in 
1980, which we performed for The Queen at 
The Barbican in London. But that’s about it. 

“I quite fancied doing it again. I can’t say 
just for the money, can I? I just really like the 
time of year and it feels quite Christmassy doing 
a panto, so I’ve quite fancied doing one for a few 
years. 

“I seem to do mostly television nowadays and 
I don’t ever want to leave it too long between 
doing theatre, so I thought this would be a good 
opportunity.” 

The 5 9-year-old performer is looking forward 
to two things from the production: spending a 
little time in Kent and bringing out her evil side. 

“I have been down here a few times before, 
but Tunbridge Wells looks gorgeous. I can’t 
wait to do my Christmas shopping there. I can’t 
wait to get to know it [the town]. 

“Playing the Wicked Queen made the part all 
the more attractive. It’s always more fun to be 
the baddie. It’s harder to be nice and beautiful - 
the Wicked Queen has got this wonderful 
madness about her. 

“I’ve got four children of my own and two 
stepchildren, but I’ve always got on really well 
with them. 

“So this is my chance to let out my wicked 
stepmother. I’m sure I’ll be able to dredge some 
evil up within me.” 

Duvitski was born in Lancashire to a Polish 
father, hence her surname, before relocating 
to London aged 15 to join the East 15 Acting 
School. 

Her theatre credits are vast and include a 
stint with the Royal Shakespeare Company, as 
well as countless appearances in top shows both 
in the West End and around the UK. 

Her small-screen debut came in 1972, in 


popular BBC detective show Z Cars, before she 
went on to star in Vanity Fair, Midsomer 
Murders, The Worst Week Of My Life, Foyle’s 
War and Trial And Retribution. 

Duvitski’s film credits are pretty impressive, 
as well, with roles in The Madness Of King 
George, About A Boy with Hugh Grant and 
even Dracula in 19 79, alongside the legendary 
Sir Laurence Olivier and Donald Pleasence. 

But it is her parts in sitcoms that have made 
her a household British face. 

There was Waiting For God in the early 90s 
as the prudish care-home assistant Jane 
Edwards, before she went on to play Pippa 
Trench, Victor Meldrew’s innocent neighbour, 
in One Foot In The Grave for seven years. 

It is her current role as the ditsy but 
ultimately loveable Jaqueline Stewart in the 


Bafta-nominated Benidorm that has really got 
people talking. 

Duvitski, along with her onscreen husband, 
are the resident swingers at the Solana Hotel, 
and as you can imagine this leads to some 
embarrassing situations. 

But, as she divulged, Benidorm the place was 
as much an eye-opener as some of the scenes in 
which she has to act. 

“There’s something about it. When I first 
went there, I thought ‘Oh my god, what am I 
doing in this place?’ because it was so full-on.” 

The sixth series starts filming in March next 
year after the writers decided against a 2012 
offering. 

“There are really good things about Benidorm 
- the climate is unbelievable,” said Duvitski. “I 
really missed the sun this year just staying in 


England. The beaches are amazing and there 
are wonderful Spanish places to eat. 

“The cast live just outside Benidorm because 
it’s a bit tricky if you live in the centre - when 
the cast walk down the street, it gets a bit hectic. 

“Of course, there are the bits that everybody 
associates with the show. 

“We quite often go into work very early in the 
morning and people are still coming home from 
the pubs and clubs very drunk. 

“It’s a mad place, but you can have a good 
time there. People can have a good holiday 
and you don’t have to be well off to have a great 
time there. It’s quite a happy place. 

“We sort of hide away most of the time, but 
we have the odd mad night and go into central 
Benidorm and get on the karaoke.” 

But as for taking after her compatriots and 
setting up Janine’s Bar in central Benidorm 
once she retires from acting, Duvitiski is (fairly) 
unequivocal. 

“I certainly am not. I don’t think so anyway... 
although I wouldn’t mind having a place in 
Spain because there are all the bits I like. But 
actually running a bar - no way!” 

More jobs are on the way for the busy 
performer, with a new children’s series for the 
BBC, as well as a drama set in Bulgaria, where 
she will play a blind woman. But first up is 
Tunbridge Wells and the Wicked Queen. 

Alongside Janine at this year’s Assembly Hall 
Theatre panto will be CBBC star Chris Pizzey, 
EastEnders market inspector Nick Wilton and 
CITV’s Jenny Jones. 

■ Snow White And The Seven Dwarfs runs 
from Friday, December 12, to Sunday, 
January 13, at the Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Tickets are available by phoning 01892 
530613 or alternatively going online at 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 



Did you know?. 

You can hire a^MpCl^ (fiu)n^caac/b 

between now and 30 th December for just...* 


(SJhecd, &ftmi . .(tf-faie 


Hire one of our VIP coaches this Christmas for a fraction of the usual price. 
So you can enjoy the finer things in life, without breaking the bank! 

All that’s left to decide is where to go. 


....at a fraction of the cost 


*Terms and conditions apply, subject to availability 

^KINGS FERRY* 

VIP Services 

0845 257 9909 - vipcoachhire.co.uk 
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BEST PARTY VEN- 



You’re all set to slip on your best togs and hit town for the fantastic 



Red Lion offers good food and 
festive fun for party season 


Why here... 

On the village green opposite 
the church, the black- 
beamed, white-walled Red 
Lion could well be the perfect 
English-postcard image. 
Located in the picturesque 
village of Hernhill, the warm, 
cosy atmosphere at the Lion 
will make you want to stay all 
day and all night. 

With the tradtional log-fires, 
live entertainment and quality 
home-cooked food, this free 
house has something for 
everyone. A children’s play 
area in the garden and a 
sunny front patio make the 
pub a desirable location for 
families, parties or romance. 
There is a selection of real 
ales, wines and beers as well 
as a good choice of meals 


on the a la carte menu. The 
specials change with the 
seasons and the team has 
launched its Taste of Kent 
menu, serving dishes and 
ingredients sourced within 
a couple of miles of the pub. 
Food is served daily Monday 
to Saturday from midday 
to 2.30pm and 6pm-9pm. 

On Sunday it is served from 
midday to 8pm. Christmas- 
party-booking is available. 
New Year’s Eve will feature 
live music as well as a D J and 
is open from 7pm to late, with 
free entry. 


On the menu... 

Example: Smoked duck and 
orange salad; bronze turkey 
served with potatoes roasted 
in dripping or tender pork 
belly stuffed with the Red 
Lion stuffing topped with 
a cider-and-grated-apple 
sauce and roast potatoes; 
Christmas pudding covered 
with brandy butter. 


How to book... 

The Red Lion, Crockham 
Lane, Hernhill ME13 9JR 
(phone 01227 751207, web 
www.theredlion.org) 


Eat, drink, be merry and stay 
over at beautiful Elvey Farm 


Why here... 

Set deep in the Kent 
countryside, the boutique 
hotel and restaurant of Elvey 
Farm makes a statement... 
you instantly realise that 
this is somewhere special. 
Tucked away on a medieval 
farmstead, Elvey is made 
up of a cluster of buildings 
centred on a beautiful 
16th-century barn 
overlooking sunny hills in the 
summer months, but it really 
comes into its own during the 
winter - and especially in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

The log-fire crackles away 
in the bar, the restaurant 
is decked out in traditional 
Christmas garb, the frost 
glistens in the surrounding 
fields and the smells from the 


kitchen are too tempting for 
words. 

The team prides itself on 
attention to detail and this 
restaurant in the heart of 
Darling Buds Of May country 
will have you reminiscing over 
those classic holiday seasons 
with their hot, wholesome 
food and stylish decorations. 
The majority of ingredients 
used in Elvey’s orginal dishes 
are sourced locally, home¬ 
made from scratch and 
hearty. 

Why not stay and make a 
night of it? 


On the menu... 

Elvey Farm is the perfect 
place to host a Christmas 
party. Lunches are just £15 
for three courses, and the 
evening party menu is £28. 
Rooms for £85 in December. 
Open for lunch from 
Wednesday to Sunday and 
every evening. To see the full 
menus, visit the website. 


How to book... 

Elvey Farm, Elvey Lane, 
Pluckley TN27 OSU (phone 
01233 840442, website www. 
elveyfarm.co.uk) 




A wonderful setting with a 
menu to match at Christmas 


Why here... 

The Waggon at Hale is a 
well-run family pub with good 
food, good wines and beers 
and a very friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. 

There is always plenty 
going on at the Waggon, 
with themed nights, quizzes, 
charity events and live music. 
Families are welcome and in 
fact in the pub’s big family- 
friendly garden there is even 
a mini family farm featuring 
chickens, guinea pigs, rabbits 
and the star of the show, 
Crackling the miniature pig. 
Proprietor Emma Pearson 
said: “We do not try to be 
anything more than what we 
already are - a warm and 
friendly country pub serving 
real food and drink, selected, 


prepared and served to you 
by our friendly team.’’ 

Until Sunday, December 23, 
the Waggon will be offering 
its pre-Christmas menu 
priced at £22.95 per person. 
That price includes a 
starter, a main course and 
a dessert from an excellent 
range including traditional 
Christmas pudding, chocolate 
brownies, tasty French 
apple tart or, for the ultra- 
sweet-lovers out there, 
the raspberry-and-white 
chocolate cheesecake 
brulee. 


On the menu... 

Choose a starter from the 
tomato-and-basil soup, the 
deep-fried Brie, the duck- 
and-orange pate or prawn- 
and-crayfish salad. For 
mains, there is traditional 
roast turkey, roast topside 
of Scottish beef, mushroom- 
and-chestnut-stuffed plaice 
or stuffed red peppers. 


How to book... 

The Waggon, 179 Capstone 
Road, Chatham ME5 7PP 
(phone 01634 400800, web 
www.waggonathale.co.uk) 


Why here... 

The Waterside Bistro is one of 
Kent’s newest eateries, 
located in the flagship 
building of the new Victory 
Pier development on 
Gillingham waterfront.Based 
at Prospect Place in Blake 
Avenue, the bistro is modern, 
light and airy with facilities 
that include a dining area, 
coffee lounge, TV, free wi-fi 
internet and free parking. 

It serves fresh traditional 
English food, including 
breakfasts, Sunday roasts, 
home-made soups, tasty hot 
meals, cakes, sandwiches and 
afternoon teas. 

The coffee lounge has a full 
range of freshly-ground 
Italian-style coffees, including 
espressos, lattes and 


cappuccinos. Under owners 
Shane and Georgette Jarvis, 
the bistro provides a warm 
and welcoming family 
atmosphere and is an ideal 
place for functions, parties, 
special occasions and small 
office conferences. 

Waterside also offers its 
meals and drinks for 
customers to take away, so 
you could buy a freshly- 
cooked takeaway English 
meal for the whole family. 

On Fridays the bistro serves a 
fabulous traditional fish-and- 
chips dinner. 


On the menu... 

The bistro will be providing 
seasonal fare in the run-up 
to Christmas and is an ideal 
setting for small office groups 
to come and celebrate. Prices 
are £18 for two courses and 
£22 for three courses. The 
bistro will even be open on 
Christmas Day and is taking 
bookings now. 


How to book... 

Waterside Bistro, Prospect 
Place, Blake Avenue, Gillingham 
(phone 01634 786721, web 
www.watersidefood.co.uk) 
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kind of evening that you’ll remember for Life. But where to go? No worries - here's the best spots in the county! 



The perfect Yuletide feasts 
where west meets east 


Spice up your holiday season 
at the always-popular Badsha 


Why here... 

This Christmas, why not head 
down to the Oriental Buffet in 
Tonbridge? 

The popular high street venue 
is perfect for large or small 
parties and offers customers 
the chance to feast on all 
their favourite cuisines. 

With more than 50 items 
from which to choose and five 
styles of cuisine, including 
Indian, Chinese, Thai and 
Nepalese, there is something 
for everyone, with ‘quality 
without compromise’ being 
the the key to the team’s 
succes. 

Still taking bookings for 
Christmas parties! Book now 
to avoid disappointment! 
Phone 01732 361666 to book 
an Oriental Buffet table now. 


For something extra-special 
and very different during the 
Christmas period, give the 
Gurkha Palace in Folkestone 
a try this festive season. 

Try an authentic taste and 
dishes of Nepal with regional 
cuisines. The food of this 
beautiful country is as diverse 
as the landscape, so it’s no 
surprise to learn that Gurkha 
Palace’s menu is vast. 

The excellent food has seen 
the eatery nominated as best 
Nepalese restaurant in the 
country by the Good Food 
Guide. 


On the menu... 

If you’re thinking of making 
your Christmas party a little 
bit special this year, Gurkha 
Palace is the perfect venue 
where east meets west. 
Example dish: Try the 
tandoori kukhura - whole 
chicken marinated with 
western Nepal frontier spices 
cooked in a tandoor. 


How to book... 

Gurkha Palace, 97 Enbrook 
Valley (Golden Valley 
shopping centre), Folkestone 
(phone 01303 257700) 


Why here... 

The Badsha restaurant at 
Tenterden is well known for 
serving authentic Bangladeshi 
and Indian cuisine. 

The West Cross 
establishment was first 
opened in 1986 and has been 
a first-class and very popular 
eatery ever since. 

The friendly family team 
creates a welcoming 
atmosphere for all guests, 
whether it be a family meal 
and celebration or just a 
romantic night out. 

The team has even served up 
dishes for a number of 
celebrities who regularly eat 
at the Tenterden restaurant. 
This winter is a great time to 
try a night at Badsha as it has 
recently launched a new 


menu that includes a foray 
into fish, duck and beef dishes 
alongside the traditional 
favourites. 

Badsha specialises in 
tandoori dishes, cooking and 
preparing meals in a special 
clay tandoori oven. Some of 
the most popular dishes 
include chicken bemisal with 
its smooth and spicy tikka 
and spicy fresh onions and 
lamb elahi with onion, ginger 
and garlic as well as 
capsicum and coriander. 

Ring the restaurant to book a 
table over the festive season. 


On the menu... 

Example menu: Start with 
a duck malai tikka with 
boneless duck with ginger 
garlic and yoghurt barbecued 
in the tandoori oven. 

For mains, try a murgh amm, 
which features marinated 
chicken cooked with mango 
pulp served with a mild 
creamy sauce. 


How to book... 

Badsha, 10 West Cross, 
Tenterden TN30 6JL 
(phone 01580 765151 or 
01580 765143) 




Doing it their own way at 
Filippo’s Italian restaurant 


Boogie at Banks at Christmas 
or just enjoy a very good meal 


Why here... 

Welcome to the new Filippo’s 
My Way Italian restaurant in 
Tunbridge Wells! 

Filippo returns to form at 
his new Calverley Road 
establishment, having been 
known for many years for 
his quality Italian cooking at 
the Bell’ltalia in the town. 

Fie said: “Fiello everyone! 

We would like to inform both 
our old and new friends and 
customers that after a long 
rest Filippo is back in town. 
You will remember us from 
the old restaurant where we 
had a special atmosphere 
and had some great evenings 
together. 

“We are back now and once 
again providing brilliant new 
Italian recipes just for you." 


With their Italian decor and 
classic dishes, the My Way 
restaurant is sure to bring 
back the fans that loved 
Bell’ltalia so much. 

Try the daily specials cooked 
fresh on the premises, or 
give the lunchtime set menu 
a try for something a little 
different. 

Get your hands on Italian 
breads, pastas, meats and 
wines, with the friendly 
team of staff making sure 
customers’ every need is 
fulfilled. 

Arrivederci and buon appetito! 


On the menu... 

The My Way Italian has 
put together superb 
pre-Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve set menus. Call 
the restaurant for more 
information on the dishes 
available on the set list and 
to book a table during the 
festive season. 


How to book... 

Filippo’s My Way Italian 
Restaurant, 

98 Calverley Road, 
Tunbridge Wells TN212UN 
(phone 01892 522033) 


Why here... 

Banks is the longest-standing 
independent restaurant in 
Maidstone. The venue offers 
the best of both worlds - a 
contemporary bar with the feel 
and atmosphere of a country 
pub in the middle of town. 

Food is served Monday to 
Saturday, from 10.30am to 
4pm, with a selection of 
freshly-prepared traditional 
meals and snacks, as well as 
an ever-changing list of 
specials that the chefs love to 
create. There also regular 
fresh-fish dishes on the menu 
from Thursday to Saturday. At 
the weekend, Banks is 
transformed into a lively, 
quirky and exciting bar, with 
two main areas and completed 
by a cocktail bar. 


The group is renowned in 
Maidstone for putting on 
amazing events in the huge 
beer garden, including a 
selection of house D Js from 
Carl Cox to Jamie Jones. 

The Banks team is a close-knit, 
small group that prides itself 
on maintaining the outstanding 
reputation it has worked so 
hard for over the years. 

On top of these events, which 
target a younger market, Banks 
is home of the Warehouse 
Reunion, the hit 80s club that 
gives older customers the 
chance to dance away. 


On the menu... 

Christmas menu example: 
Start with oven-baked 
Spanish tomato stuffed with 
mozzarella, basil and red 
onion, drizzled with home¬ 
made pesto, followed by 
slow-cooked lamb shank 
served on a bed of colcannon, 
with a cranberry and 
rosemary gravy. 


How to book... 

Banks Bar, 76 Bank Street, 
Maidstone ME141SJ 
(phone 01622 676799, website 
www. ba n ks ba r. co. u k) 
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Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Talented pair prove they can 
cut it at young chef awards 


T WO youngsters have burst on 
to the county’s culinary scene 
after triumphing at the latest Kent 
Young Chef Award. 

After seeing off 100 other 
competitors, as well as conquering 
a nail-biting live final, the senior and junior 
section winners were congratulated by Michelin 
star chef Richard Phillips. 

Benjamin Colley, 12, from Hawkhurst, 
who goes to school at The Skinners’ School in 
Tunbridge Wells, clinched the junior title with 
his outstanding fallow deer Wellington. 

Eden Alls worth, 14, of Canterbury, who 
goes to school at Highsted Grammar School, 
Sittingbourne, won the senior award with her 
beautiful duo of pan-roasted belly of pork and 
line-caught sea bass with apple wood-smoked 
mash and medley of autumn vegetables. 

The pair took on eight other entrants in the 
two-hour final held at K College in Tonbridge, 
hosted by a panel of expert judges that included 
celebrity chef and Kent restaurateur Richard 
Phillips; Tony Blake, commercial manager at 
kff; Ian Piper, deputy head of faculty at K 
College; and Tony O’Brien, head of food 
operations at London Business School. 

Thackeray’s owner Phillips said: “It might 
sound a bit of a cliche, but the bar has been 



TRIUMPHANT: Richard Phillips with the young 
chef winners Eden Allsworth and Benjamin Colley 

raised yet again this year. The levels of flavours 
and presentation achieved were outstanding 
and there were dishes here that the general 
public would have been happy to pay good 
money for, such was their professionalism.” 

The competition featured students from 2 3 
of the county’s schools, all eager to prove their 
culinary genius. 

Benjamin said: “I’m over the moon -1 can’t 
believe how good this feels. To find out I’d made 
the final was incredible, and now to have won 
the junior title means so much to me, especially 


as I hope to go into the restaurant trade one day. 

“Entering a competition like this is so 
worthwhile - you get so much out of it and I’d 
encourage everyone to have a go next year.” 

The pressure was really on for the 
youngsters, who were displayed on a big screen 
in the college’s View Restaurant in front of the 
deputy mayor and mayoress of Tonbridge and 
Mailing; Mark Dance, Kent County Council’s 
cabinet member for regeneration and economic 
development; and some 45 supporters from the 
eight schools represented in the final. 

Senior winner Eden was equally ecstatic 
about her win. 

She said: “I’m completely overwhelmed - it’s 
just incredible. Just taking part in the final is 
an amazing experience and then to be picked as 
the winner is indescribable. I have a passion for 
cooking and this is a wonderful step to working 
in a professional kitchen one day.” 

As well as the winners’ trophies, hampers 
and certificates, all the finalists will have 
fantastic mini chef experience and lunch at one 
of Richard Phillips’s restaurants. 

The two winners will devise the menu for the 
Kent Young Chef Award charity dinner in aid 
of The Heart Of Kent hospice on Thursday, 
January 24, 2013, at The Windmill by Richard 
Phillips in Hollingbourne. 


Drop of your favourite 
tipple will help a hero 

THE makers of a well-known whisky company 
are launching a limited-edition bottle in a bid to 
raise money for Armed Services charity Help for 
Heroes. 

Bell's Whisky is on a mission to raise £1 
million for the organisation, which provides 
direct, practical support to wounded, injured and 
sick Armed Forces personnel, veterans and their 
families. 

The new bottle features the evocative Help 
for Heroes logo and will be sold nationwide. 

As with all bottles of Bell's, it also proudly 
displays the Gaelic battle cry 'Afore Ye Go', 
marking an affinity the Bell's family has had 
with the military since the First World War. 

A series of fund-raising activities will take 
place throughout the year to help meet the 
Elm target. 

Bryn Parry OBE, co-founder and chief executive 
of the charity, said: "Help for Heroes is 
all about ‘doing your bit' and Bell's 
pledge to support us by launching this 
limited-edition bottle will raise much- 
needed funds to provide support for 
our ‘blokes', the men and women 
injured in the service of our country." 

H4H has already funded a variety 
of projects, including the £8.5m 
rehabilitation complex at the 
Defence Medical Rehabilitation 
Centre in Surrey, as well as a £3.5m 
treatment centre for combat stress. 

The charity is committed to 
funding the operating costs at all 
the H4H centres for 20 years. 



Kent BRIDE Magazine 
2013 issue - on sale NOW 



• Plan your dream wedding 

• Packed with inspirational ideas 

• Featuring Real Life Wedding Stories from Kent brides 

• Competitions 

• The finest venues in Kent 


Plus stunning bridal gowns, flowers, cakes, guest fashion, entertainment, groom dress hire and much more! 



Kent BRIDE is 
or call 01303 8 
You can order 
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YOUR WEEKEND 


Follow us @KOSLeisure #KOSWeekender To be included on this page, please 
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No festive feuding! 

A Christmas for kings 

Dover Castle Experience 

Weekends throughout December 
0870 333 1183 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/dovercastle 


KING Henry II and his power-hungry son 
Prince Richard will put aside their usual family 
rivalries and settle down for a snug medieval 
midwinter at Dover Castle this Christmas. 

Aided by the troubadour, families will meet 
castle characters before attending the court to 
be entertained with 12th-century songs, games 
and stories of the feuding Plantagenet family. 

Visitors can also explore the Secret 
WartimeTunnels, now featuring the Operation 
Dynamo: Rescue From Dunkirk experience. 

Events run every December weekend, with 
the castle open from 10am-4pm. Normal 
admission prices apply: £16.50 for adults, £9.90 
for children. 


Party with the 
punk princes 

Buzzcocks 

The Mick Jagger Centre, 
Dartford 

Friday, December 14 
01322 291100 


LEGENDARY English punk 
band the Buzzcocks are the 
latest big name to play The 
Mick Jagger Centre. 

The group were formed in 
Bolton in 1976 by vocalist Pete 


Shelley and guitarist Steve 
Diggle, both of whom still 
play with the band today, and, 
alongside the Sex Pistols, soon 
became one of the founding 
movers of the punk scene. 

The group had hits with 
songs like What Do I Get?, 
Orgasm Addict, Ever Fallen 
In Love and Breakdown. They 
continue to enjoy success and 
a big following on the summer 
festival scene across Europe. 

The Buzzcocks will be 
supported by The Dead 
Formats, with tickets costing 
£19 and available from www. 
themickjaggercentre.com. 




The stand-up 
who sells out 

Imran Yusef 

The Gulbenkian, Canterbury 

Sunday, December 2, at 7.30pm 
01227 769075 
www.thegulbenkian.co.uk 


TOP stand-up comedian 
Imran Yusuf returns to The 
Gulbenkian with his new show 
Bring The Thunder. 

Following sell-out success 
of the comedian’s first two 


Edinburgh shows, Yusuf 
bagged a Comedy Award Best 
Newcomer nomination and his 
popularity flourished. 

Bring The Thunder is a show 
about pursuing your dreams 
and ambitions with unrelenting 
enthusiasm and perseverance. 

Failing that, Yusuf is likely 
to be fast and furious with 
a technique of bringing 
seemingly light-hearted satire 
to mask topical commentary. 

This is surely one for future 
stadium tours! Tickets cost 
£12 and the show is suitable 
for ages 16 and over. 

Tickets are available online. 


A new carol? 
Dickens tale 
transformed 

Theatre Royal Margate 

Wed to Sat, December 5-7 
01843 292795 

wwwtheatreroyalmargate.com 


SCROOGE heads to the 
seaside this winter as A 
Christmas Carol finds the 
stage at Theatre Royal 
Margate. 

This original musical version 
of the classic Charles Dickens 
tale is performed by by 
Talkwood Productions. 

As most people will know, 
Ebeneezer Scrooge is a 
thoroughly disagreeable and 
mean man who prefers money 
to people. 

However, he is taken on 
a journey of discovery by 
the ghosts of Christmas 
past, present and future - it 
transforms him. 

Included among the 
characters to show him the 
error of his ways are Bob 
Cratchitt and Tiny Tim. 

Tickets cost £14 or £12 for 
concessions, and £46 for a 
family of four. 




Download 
homes24's 
iPhone & Android 
apps for FREE 


We have over 
17,000 homes for 
sale across Kent for 
you to choose from. 


LOOK LOCAL FIRST WITH 


homesA.co.uk 

your local property portal 


*Source: homes24.co.uk database May 2012 
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Classic yarns 
Dickens feast 
and ghost trail 

Historic Dockyard, Chatham 

December 8,13 and 19 
01634 823846 
commissionershouse.com 


THE beautiful and historic 
Commissioner's House at 
Chatham's Historic Dockyard 
is the setting for a dinner date 
with Charles Dickens. 

Join in one of these 


evenings for a festive dining 
experience with a three-course 
meal alongside Dickensian 
characters re-telling some of 
the novelist's works - and don't 
forget to get into Victorian 
costume yourself! 

After dinner, there is an 
optional mini ghost trail around 
the old house, but beware 
- ghosts have been seen! 

The event runs from 7pm 
until late, with tickets priced at 
£30 per person. 

Tickets are now on sale 
for the dockyard's Christmas 
Carol Service on Wednesday, 
December 12. 


Jo Brand 
She’s back 
standing up 

Trinity Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday, December 12 
01892 678 678 


LONG established as one of 
the UK's best female comics, 
Jo Brand returns to her stand- 
up roots this winter trying out 
new material. 

In her break from stand-up, 


Brand has written and starred 
in the BBC's BAFTA-award- 
winning series Getting On, set 
on a hospital's geriatric ward 
and partly inspired by her 
earlier career in nursing. 

Other television credits 
include Jo Brand's Hot 
Potatoes (BBC1) and the 
award-winning Through The 
Cakehole on Channel 4. 

Trinity Theatre is fast 
becoming a hot-spot for top 
comedic talent to try out new 
gags, with Phill Jupitus, Lee 
Evans and Alexei Sayle all 
airing new material there. 

Tickets are priced at £12. 



All in the jazz 
The Beaujoais 
quartet vibe 

Tower Theatre, Folkestone 

Thursday, December 6 
01303 277175 
Tickets £10 


THE best in European jazz is 
heading to the Tower Theatre 
as "the number one vibes 
player", Roger Beaujoais, plays 
the Folkestone Jazz Club. 

Returning to the club with 
his his quartet, the performer 
is sure to set the night alight 
as he did with his prevous 
performance at the venue, 
which was described as "an 
evening of sheer enjoyment". 

Jazz Journal writer Alan 
Luff rated the gig very highly 
and included a top mention for 
quartet pianist Robin Aspland, 
who is fast becoming a master 
of the keys and one of the most 
in-demand pianists in the UK. 

The rest of the group is 
made up of powerhouse 
bassist Simon Thorpe and 
vibrant drummer Winston 
Clifford. 

The music starts at 8.30pm 
and tickets are priced at £10. 



Bouncing baby bison 

New pair join the herd 

Port Lympne, near Hythe 

Winter opening: 9.30am-5pm 
0844 842 4647 

www.aspinallfoundation.org/portlympne 


HOOFSTOCK keepers at Port Lympne Wild 
Animal Park have welcomed two baby bison to 
the herd. Born within days of each other, the 
male pair take the number of European bison to 
an impressive 13. 

The European bison was once widespread 
across Europe and northern Asia, but by 1900 
hunters had driven them to near-extinction. 

Some, though, survived in zoos and, thanks to 
a captive breeding programme, there are more 
than 3,000 alive today. 

Section leader Bob Savill said: "It’s incredible 
to think that the species was teetering on the 
brink of extinction - every birth is very welcome." 



Karting 

for ages 4-16 


Karting parties, tuition, turn up 'n' drive 
(see website for dates). Just off J.3 of M2. 

www.buckmore.co.uk 
Tel: 01634 661617 


Rlunmers Restaurant 

Now taking Christmas bookings. 

Cosy, intimate, . 
candlelit, 
romantic 

AS SEEN ON J f . 

BBC TV 

BOOK NOW 

01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www.overcliffehotelkent.co.uk 





Traditional 

Magical 

Christmas 



HEVER^cAsfLE 


8.GARDEIIS 


The childhood home of Anne Boleyn 


1 - 24 December 
Wednesdays - Sundays 


Christmas at the castle, with 
twinkling lights and crackling 
log fires. As dusk falls the gardens 
will be transformed into an 
illuminated winter wonderland. 



*For full information on open days, times and to 
pre-book visit our website or call 01732 865224 

Hever, Nr. Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 7NG 

In the event of adverse weather, please check for the latest update 
on 01732 865224 or www.hevercastle.co.uk 


To advertise 
in this section 


Q 01303 
817150 , 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


Th inking about 
selling your 
home? 

Discover market interest in 
your property before listing 
it for sale with our 
new TemptMe 
tool 


WELCOME TO THE ALL-NEW homeS©.CO.llk 

your local property portal 
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He’s electric... musician swaps the 
charts for something more current 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archant.co.uk 

A FORMER musician from Whitstable has gone 
from standing in the spotlight to putting them up 
in people’s homes. 

Chris Butterworth has worked alongside the 
likes of Tom Jones and Herbie Hancock, not to 
mention penning a famous song that hit the pop 
charts in 1998. 

The 41-year-old father of two, who lives in the 
seaside town, has since given up his life in the 
music industry to become an electrician, start¬ 
ing his own company, Wired Electrics. 

A far cry from the days that he spent as the 
brains behind the band Trubble, bagging a UK 
top-2 5 hit with Dancing Baby - the famous (or 
infamous) 3D graphic that starred in the video 
went on to feature in 90s TV show Ally McBeal. 

“It was a cheesy one-off,” he said. “It was so 
naff, but it did do well in the charts both here in 
England and around the world. It also reached 
the dizzy heights of being played in the Queen 
Vic in EastEnders for two episodes in a row.” 

The novelty record he recorded with singer 
Shalisa even knocked Madonna off the Japanese 
international music chart. 

After working in a recording studio in north 
London, where he met Tom Jones, Chris went on 
to form a band, Big Hair, which toured Europe. 

“We played many festivals, including Glaston¬ 
bury, and have played every year at Canterbury 
festival Lounge On The Farm. 



LIVEWIRE: Chris Butterworth has swapped 
the dancing baby for a more grounded career 

“It was great fun but not always well paid.” 

Arguably the height of his career in sound 
came when he was asked to write music for the 
Hollywood film The Guru starring Jimi Mistry, 
but work became harder to come by and Chris 
decided it was time for a change. 

“Sometimes we would work days on some¬ 
thing, pitching to an advertising company and 
then not get anything out of it,” he said. 

“It came to the point where I wanted to go and 
do a day’s work and come home with a day’s 
money and make it very simple. That led down 
the line to getting a trade.” 

Almost five years ago, Chris retrained as an 


electrician before starting his own business: “My 
interest in being an electrician definitely linked 
back to when I was a sound engineer. 

“It was messing around with cables, getting 
things to work. In the studio you had to have a 
bit of electrical knowledge and know-how. I al¬ 
ways had that interest in making things work. ” 

And just as he used to spark on stage, the 
former musician was up for the task of working 
with real livewires. 

“There’s always something that comes up that 
you haven’t seen before and that will always 
keep you on your toes. Technology is also con¬ 
stantly changing. It’s really interesting. Being 
face to face with customers is also something I 
really enjoy about my new career. 

“You do your work, do a good job, get paid 
and get more work because of it. In music you 
can do the best music in the world for an advert¬ 
ising company and they won’t take it because 
they want to use something that the director’s 
mate did. For political reasons your work doesn’t 
get out there. It’s all out of your hands.” 

Chris’s work has taken him all over the coun¬ 
try, to the Seychelles installing garden lighting 
and to the pads of the stars, having installed 
garden lighting for the likes of TV presenter 
Sarah Beeny and designer Cath Kidston as well 
as for comedian Harry Hill. 

“I could have still been faffing about doing 
music and maybe something would have hap¬ 
pened. Maybe I could have got a big advert and 
be a millionaire, but I doubt it.” 


Students focus 
on Dr Martens 

ICONIC footwear brand Dr Martens asked 
students at the University for the Creative Arts 
at Rochester to photograph its Latest coLLection. 

First-year fashion-promotion students were 
entrusted with the Dr Martens autumn/winter 
coLLection and given the brief to find the most 
originaL, outrageous or unique ways to wear a 
British cLassic. 

The best 
images were 
upLoaded for 
the worLd to 
see via the Dr 
Martens 
Facebook 
page and 
there wiLL be 
an exhibition of the students' work in UCA 
Rochester's Zandra Rhodes GaLLery from 
January 2013. 

UCA fashion Lecturer Johannes Reponen said: 
"This was a fantastic opportunity for our first- 
year students to test their skiLLs in styLing and 
teamwork in a Live industry project with a major 
British brand. Not many fashion courses can 
boast that experience in their first semester." 

Students had to source their own modeLs, 
formuLate styLing concepts and then execute 
them on Location and in the studio. 

Dr Martens provided the students with a 
seLection of men’s and women’s boots, as weLL 
as a range of cLothing. 

Students got just 15 minutes in the studio 
and 15 minutes on-Location to create boLd and 
exciting ways to wear the boots. 



hmie Alctonder W Json for Magic 


Pantomimes presoKt 


PINEAPPLE DANCE STUDIO'S 


BOYZONE’S 


SEVENOAKS’ FAVOURITE 


ANDREW STONE 


SHANE'IYJKH 


TONY HAYGARTH 

Jk 



STAC THEATRE SEVENOAKS 8 DECEMBER 2012-61ANUARY 2013 Boi Office 01732 450175 WWW.SEYENOAKSPANTO.COM 
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through your IOCS trusted dating service 



08000329100 


to place a free ad 


Women Seeking 


PAT 67, 5ft 4ins, medium build, MARY likes most things, nights out, JULIE late 70's, petite, widowed, 
blonde hair, widow, likes dancing, socialising, seeks male for seeks gent with car and GSOH 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 friendship, maybe more. Tel No: who loves animals. Tel No: 0906 
7112 Box No: 390201 0906 515 7112 Box No: 383847 515 7112 Box No: 379277 ® 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394843 g 
MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a 
LTR with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking 
likeminded male to enjoy 
interesting conversations over 
dinner, hopefully furthering our 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399195 
BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 g 
SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 
0906 515 711 2 Box No: 397751 g 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 g 

SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389027 g 
BLACK African lady, late 30's, no 
ties, likes country walks, 
gardening, cinema, seaside, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393272 _ 

5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397915g 

JOYCE 82, widow, seeking man 
who is fun loving and good 
humoured for meals out, 60-70's. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393067 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891g 

NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
5 15 7112 Box No: 389774 g 
COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 
MARY 61, lot to give, likes 
country/western, animals, 

gardening, dancing, seeking 
someone special. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 399269 g 
RETIRED teacher, blonde, 5ft 
4ins, medium build, youthful, easy¬ 
going, likes most things, seeks tall, 
refined gent for meaningful 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 397363 
SUSIE from Kent, seeking tall 
honest guy for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

375883 ® 


DEBBIE 50, seeking man, 60 plus 
with GSOH for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398173 | 

DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
YOUNG looking lady, late 50's, 
medium build, caring, intelligent, 
seeks kind, caring, intelligent man 
with GSOH of similar age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 398095 g 
ANNETTE 58, 5ft 1 ins, cuddly, 
affectionate, likes animals, seeks 
kind, gentleman to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394923 g 

LYN 59, slim, fair, looking for 
someone to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397347 g 
LOUISE loving, caring, thoughtful 
lady, likes photography, 
countryside, animals, seeks 
mature, N/S, genuine, caring, N/S 
gent with car to settle down with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397239 g 

BLACK female, 30, likes animals, 
swimming, music, singing, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395941 g 

LUCY kind caring, honest, fuller 
figured, blonde, blue eyes, 44, 
looking for older man, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395805 g 
45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love 
animals, music, sports, seeks 
kind, caring, sincere, mature male, 
40 plus with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381319 g 65 

PAT widowed mid 60's blonde 
female, loves dancing, happy-go- 
lucky WLTM similar aged nice 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389195 

FEMALE 21, brown eyes, loving, 
looking for male, 20-30 for nights 
in and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 396057 
INTERESTING attractive, 

uncomplicated, intelligent lady, 
many interests, seeks honourable, 
kind gent, 68-75 for long term 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392211 
FOLKESTONE lady, 58, 5ft 11ns, 
animal lover, cuddly, affectionate, 
GSOH, seeks male, 58-63 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395551 g 
SUE 54, fairly slim, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks male, 45-55, 
N/S, likes football, sports, meals 
out etc., looking for lasting 
relationship and cuddles. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392803 
LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, 49, bubbly, looking for male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386401 
CLAUDIA curvy size 20, 
Mediterranean, blonde hair, brown 
eyes, seeks mature male, 40-55 
for friendship, companionship and 
enjoy life together. Ashford. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
373611 | 63 

HAPPY go lucky lady, seeks tall, 
honest guy, 50-56 hopefully with a 
boat. Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392529 g 65 


KENTISH lady, 50, no longer 
wishes to make do or mend 
broken heart, seeks kind gent to 
form patchwork moments. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 392865 


LISA tall slim elegant black lady 
looking for gentleman for company, 
50-90yrs. Discretion assured. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391394| 


MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390248 g 

MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green 
eyes, size 14, lives alone in 
country, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385189 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 390230 g 
48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797 g 


BEVERLEY 33, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
karaoke and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 375217 g 
47YR old female, 5ft 6ins, blonde 
hair, blue eyes, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 389413 g 
TERRI young at heart, fit, caring, 
N/S, 70's, many interests, Taurus, 
seeks kind, N/S gent, 65-70 with 
GSOH to share life and LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390671 I _ 

TRACEY 46, 5ft 8ins, long hair, fit, 
slim, seeks honest, reliable, 
attractive, tall, slim guy for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
335375 g 


FEMALE looking for male for 
friendship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392365 
WIDOW 70's, many interests, 
seeks gent who misses 
companionship, Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 396401 



SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes 
football, animals, seeks N/S male, 
45-55 for loving, lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386247 
FEMALE likes country walks, 
gardening, animals, seeks male 
for company, meals out and nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390147 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the 
outdoors, looking for new friends. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387 g 

HAPPY young looking 71 yr old 
female, likes life, fit, active, seeks 
male, 60 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393065 
CARING affectionate female, 64, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
seeks male, 60-70 with GSOH for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 384871 g 
BLACK lady, 52, likes cinema, 
night’s in/out, seeking male, 49-55 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390925 g 


VALERIE looking for genuine male 
for nights out and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 387173 g 
ANNETTE 58, 5ft lins, cuddly, 
affectionate, N/S, likes a drink, 
good food, easy-going, GSOH, 
seeks loving male to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393143g 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537g 
JANET happy go lucky, young 60, 
likes meals out, music, animals, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 391071 g 
BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 
46, GSOH, likes walks, pubs, 
nights in, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 384852 g 
SANDRA 63, varied interests, 
cinema, walks, animals, meals out, 
N/S, social drinker, cuddly, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385315j _ 

BIG blonde and beautiful 43tyrold, 
GSOH, seeks genuine, honest, 
loyal, caring male, 40-50 with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390215 g _ 

LOVELY lonely lady, fit and active, 
many interests, seeks N/S fun 
loving guy with GSOH. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 384951 g 
SHARON 50, widowed, looking for 
nice gent to take out to theatre, 
cinema, country walks and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
384497 |_ 

WANNABEE stay at home home 
maker, educated, well built, loving, 
54, seeks sincere, loving gent, 58- 
68 for happy LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 391328 g 


SANDRA 63, likes cuddles, varied 
interests, WLTM male with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383497 

HAZEL blonde, 62, pretty, cuddly, 
N/S, non-drinker, seeks genuine, 
attractive male, 55-65 for fun and 
friendship. Ramsgate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 366319 
LONELY Folkestone lady, 57, 5ft 
lins, medium build, N/S, seeks 
caring, considerate male for walks 
by the sea and pubs. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371067 


63YR old female, loving, tactile, 
seeks genuine male, 60-65. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381863| 

JO bubbly, fun, red hair, green 
eyes, 5ft 5ins, likes nights out, 
DVDs, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 374337 g 
MAIDSTONE lady, pretty, petite, 
late 50's, honest, caring, N/S, loves 
life and most things, seeks nice guy 
for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

366501 | ® 


49YR old lady, honest, sincere, 
easygoing, likes a laugh, looking for 
love. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:359059 

INDEPENDENT 52yr old slim, N/S 
female, likes country walks, 
swimming, animals, meals/days 
out, seeks N/S similar aged male 
for friendship/companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
366099 

LADY 56, semi disabled, size 18, 
seeking a caring, loving, honest 
gent, 50 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 365453 
SINGLE 50 plus female, seeks 
male who likes talks, walks, dining 
and dancing. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 364975 
PROFESSIONAL female, late 30's, 
own business, seeks honest male 
for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 388370 
SEMI retired N/S ex dancer, many 
interests, honest, attractive, GSOH, 
seeks gent, 65 plus to put spark 
back into life and be soul mate. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
378279 

CLARE 5ft 5ins, looking for soul 
mate, older man, 45-50's with car 
to settle down with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389133 g 
FEMALE 42, understanding, seeks 
romantic, understanding, outgoing 
male, 45-50 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383001 

CHRISTIAN 60yr old dog owner, 
likes countryside, culture, seeks 
likeminded kind man for friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
384989 

ANNA 62, seeks guy, 59-65 with an 
interest in the simple things in life 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 346707_ 

WENDY darling, young OAP, seeks 
Peter Pan to find Neverland, must 
be N/S, like dogs, have GSOH and 
be young at heart. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 395441 
YOUNG 54yr old female, slim, 5ft 
3ins, seeks tall, honest, caring guy 
for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 362669 
IVY May tall, slim, seeking older, 
generous, kind, caring male, 75-80 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 B ox No: 385505 
CANDY 42, blonde, blue eyes, 
GSOH, bubbly, seeks older male, 
75 plus, kind, caring and honest. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391012J _ 

PAULINE 38, teacher, easygoing, 
friendly, likes films, walks, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387358 g 

SUE 58, likes walks, meals out, 
socialising, seeks large male, 6ft 
plus for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3891351 

LONELY lady, retired nurse, 68, 
likes country/western music, nights 
in/out, GSOH, seeking male of 
similar age. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:385835 g 
BLACK female, 33, single mum, 
loving, honest, caring, kind, seeks 
professional, kind, honest male, 34- 
44. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387565 g 



MARY fun loving ’ 
brunette, seeking 
friendship and more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 382689 
BERYL retired nurse, 
Medway area, looking for 
similar male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Bo x No: 38463 5 
LISA N/S, easygoing, friendly, 
bubbly, petite, likes swimming, 
football, walking, holidays, pubs, 
seeks male to share interests 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:372595 g 

PAM nice lady, looking for special 
male who is genuine with GSOH 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387332 g 
FEMALE likes coast walks, 
shopping, gardening, 

countryside, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381463 I 

ANNA 5ft 4ins, 63, N/S, seeks 
N/S, genuine man for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
374589 

FEMALE likes cooking, travel 
seeks male for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386712 


ANITA 58, 

green eyes, \ 1 
auburn hair, 5ft 3ins, 
likes shopping, holidays, 
cinema, shows, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
374745 

LADY 50, single, enjoys nights 
in/out, cinema, travel, country 
walks, seeks sincere, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
367851 | 

PETITE female, slim, attractive, 
blonde hair, green eyes, GSOH, 
romantic, likes sports, nights out, 
meals, seeks honest, genuine, 
N/S male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 334613® 


Men Seeking 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 

Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 

BOBBY 39, Afro/Asian decent, 
dark hair/eyes, likes nights in/out, 
walks, animals, seeks similar 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 398147| 

PAUL 51, blond, blue eyes, fed 
up, likes walks, nights in/out 
seeks lady, 50-60 for friendship 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 398991 g 
PHIL young 63, GSOH, 6ft, 
medium build, easy going, 
seeking female, all woman for 
lots of love and attention. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Bo x No: 399149 
YOUNG 64yr old male, slim, 
GSOH, adventurous, outgoing, 
likes most things, seeks easy 
going, laidback, open-minded 
lady for friendship and good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399539 g 
BRIAN 6ft 3ins, medium build, 
dark hair, seeking romantic, 
caring lady for meals out, nights 
in, cuddles and true love. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399451 g 


RICHARD 60, 5ft 11 ins, medium 
build, N/S, driver, looking for 
female for meals out, places of 
interest. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 393508 g 
THANET male, smart, young 
60's, caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, 
likes travel, countryside, seeks 
slim, attractive, local soul mate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
398661 

ROGER 56, smoker, brown 
hair/eyes, average build, likes 
most things, seeks female for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 397243 g 
DAN 44, fun, seeking nice 
female to share Sundays and 
lonely Winter nights with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

398425 | 

RAY 41, shy, likes gardening, 
allotments, mopeds, seeks shy 
lady 41-50 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:397301g 
MALE 67, 14st, tall, educated, 
happy go lucky, seeks nice 
female, 50-65 for 

companionship. Folkestone/Deal 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 398743 


ADRIAN young 59, likes travel, RICHARD seeking young female 
sports, seeks fun, attractive lady for good times and fun. Tel No: 
40-50's. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

Box No:399355 g 397883 g 


20YR old male, looking for 
female, 45-50 for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3936761 

YOUNG toy boy, GSOH, seeks 
mature, attractive, curvy lady, 45- 
55 for fun times and laughter. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
398419 

74YR old widower, honest, fit, 
likes walks, weekends away, 
seeks lady for companionship. 
Maidstone/Medway area. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
398247 g 


WIDOWER 70, lonely, fed up, 
seeks female for nights out, 
meals and friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397875 
MARTYN 45, average guy, likes 
films, theatre, meals out, GSOH, 
seeks similar female for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 397863 j 
PAUL 63, white, N/S, GSOH, 
varied interests, considerate, 
reliable, caring, seeks romantic, 
understanding lady, 47-67 for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:398971 g 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a g next to it then you can reply When you see a ® symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 

and send it to 66888* (£1.50 per message sent) (£1.50 per pic sent) 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


I GHOST researcher 65, slim, 
dark hair, WLTM amiable, slim 
female companion in 
Canterbury/Folkestone area. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
398937 

PHIL 63, 6ft, WLTM tallish 
woman to love and share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395975 g 
RICHARD dark hair, blue eyes, 
slim-medium build, 5ft 6ins, likes 
holidays, theatre, travel, 
countryside, walks, meals out, 
seeks female, 37-69 for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3987671 


HANDSOME ^ 1 

tall guy 40's, 
slim, smart, 
climber, skier, 

holidayed, happy 

disposition, seeks slim, 
petite lady for great ^ 
relationship/times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 397271 
PROFESSIONAL male, OHAC, 
independent, early 40's, likes good 
things in life, seeks warm, sincere 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398115 g _ 

ALAN 72, WLTM someone nice, 
age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393719 
63YR old male, seeks similar aged 
female for possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 393224 g 
6FT male, 58, slim, light hearted, 
likes clubbing, would expect to add 
a dimension to our relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397821 I 

SLIM retired gent, seeks female, 
55-70 for friendship and more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397723 

Gay 

Seeking 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to connect 
and chat with other men look no 
further TXT: GAY601 to 65125 for 
3 chat matches, fun and safe 
service. (T&C's below) 

Go online - 

www.localgaydate.co.uk 

MALE 56, medium build, 5ft 8ins, 
likes wrestling, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 399499 
DAVID 65, retired, 5ft 9ins, grey 
hair, 14st, likes CD, seeking male, 
45-75 dominant for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 397813g 
MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male 
for fun relationship. Any area, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 311892® 

Bl CD looking to meet similar 
CD/TV for daytime meets 40-50. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393017 

ANDY 53, CD, seeking daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:391870g 

MARK bi-curious, seeks older 
couple, 45 plus for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392889 _ 

Bl guy 44, looking for broadminded 
bi guy 45 plus for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:395165g 

Friendship 

JACK mature male, Thanet area, 
seeks friends of either sex, any age 
for chats. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399455 

STRAIGHT male, 39, Medway, 
seeks pals for socialising, likes 
pubs, cinema, golf, table tennis, 
football. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 398421 g 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065 & 09066 calls cost £1.53 per min. Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, 
if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Strictly 18+ 
and have the bill payer,s permission. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. 
RBT is a text chat service moderated by operators, we make no guarantee that you can meet the people advertised and some profiles may not match their description. To stop text STOP to 66888. *SMS Txt Chat services on 65125: after registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a 
cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1,50/mesg. SMS Txt Chat is virtual chat services meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with occasional 
promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 65125. Help: 08444457707. OptOut: www.SFire.co.uk DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services 
and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 021212 
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HOMES 


To read this and other property , ^ - ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property bLog @ nOnflGS^J.CO.Uk can scan this QR code 


E^E 
Hr 


Awards success for 
property-developer 



WtlBthOUM^ZLiA 


MAIDSTONE developer Hillreed Homes, now 
part of the Persimmon Group, scooped two 
prestigious awards at the annual What House? 
Awards held at The Grosvenor House Hotel in 
Park Lane, London. 

The bronze awards were for Best Medium 
House Builder and Best 
* Development-given for 

the project at Green 
> Way, Kings Hill. 

The What House? 

. Awards, now in their 
k 31st year, are the 
most prestigious and 
longest-established 
new-homes awards, 
recognising the skills of 
house-builders and 
developers across the country. 

"This is fabulous news for Hillreed Homes and 
Persimmon," said Jo Richards, marketing and 
corporate manager at Hillreed Homes. 

"We have received many industry accolades 
over the years which are testament to the 
company's dedication to the quality of build. 

"Equally important is the benefit it gives to 
our buyers, who know they can feel safe in their 
choice of property investment. 

"To win two major awards underpins what a 
good decision it was to purchase Hillreed Homes 
and retain the Hillreed brand as it is so well 
recognised and valued in the South East region," 
added Darren Jones, managing director of 
Persimmon Homes South East. 

"We are delighted to be the recipients of these 
two fine awards" 


Join campaign to put boarded-up 
buildings to good use as homes 



By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

BOARDED Up Britain, a website aimed at docu¬ 
menting all of the boarded-up buildings in the 
country, has now been launched and members 
of the public are being encouraged to upload 
details of derelict buildings in their area in the 
hope that something will be done. 

The scheme was founded by affordable- 
property-developer FreshStart Living, which 
wants to highlight the UK’s boarded-up build¬ 
ings so they can be transformed into homes. 

Some research suggests that unless 330,000 
homes are built a year, the UK will fail to deal 
with a claimed backlog of two million few homes. 

Last year 390,000 new households formed - 
yet only 114,000 new homes were built. Fresh- 
Start Living believes the answer lies within the 
UK’s existing boarded-up buildings, which can 
be transformed quickly and cost-effectively into 
affordable properties. 

Matthew Dyas, Boarded Up Britain coordina¬ 
tor said: “No matter where you look nowadays 
you’ll find an empty building... homes, pubs, 
warehouses and mills abandoned and left to rot. 
You can’t even escape it on the high street, with 
more than one in 10 shops now lying vacant. 

“We want to draw attention to these buildings 
and put an end to Boarded Up Britain, but we 
need the public’s help to do it. If you’re sick of 
that derelict building at the end of your street, 


upload it to the website and let’s try and do some¬ 
thing about it. 

“Through Boarded Up Britain we want to col¬ 
lect information on all the derelict buildings 
across Britain so we can find out who owns them 
and put pressure on them to do something about 
it. We want to take a use-it-or-lose-it stance - 
why have a building sat there when it could be 
transformed into something that would be more 
useful, such as affordable housing or even a 
community centre?” 

Charlie Cunningham, CEO of FreshStart Liv¬ 
ing, said: “We think Boarded Up Britain is a 
fantastic idea and we pledge to add all of our 
pipeline developments to the site so residents can 
keep updated on the building in their area. 


USE IT! The 

website aims 
to see derelict 
buildings 
transformed 
into habitable 
properties to 
help combat 
the claimed 
housing 
shortage 

“When we go looking at new sites and devel¬ 
opments we often get residents coming up to us 
and saying ‘It’s about time you’re doing some¬ 
thing with this building’ and I have to explain 
that we aren’t the owners. 

“Boarded Up Britain will help to solve this 
problem by allowing people to find out more 
about the derelict buildings in their area. 

“What’s more, it will also help them to raise 
awareness of buildings that have been sat there 
unused for years and show the current building- 
owners that residents are sick of being surround¬ 
ed by these derelict buildings and they want 
something done about it.” 

• Go to www.boardedupbritain.com to find out 
more about the scheme. 



Looking for the 
perfect place? 



wvm.homes24.co.uk 

The smart way to find a home in the County 



Auction Sale barnard 

18th December 2012 marcus 


By order of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Various plots of land and buildings 

(some with development potential - subject to planning consents): 


The Grove,Tunbridge Wells,TN2 4BU Blackthorn Av,TN4 9AY 

(2.5 acres) land with planning permission for 2x 4 bed 

Guide £5,000+ semi detached houses Guide 90,000+ 



Bishops Lane, Cranbrook,TN 17 2SS (0.4 acres) - Guide £5,000+ 

Former Public Convenience Building, Pennington Rd,TN4 OSJ - Guide £10,000+ 
Petteridge Lane, Matfield,TN12 7LT (l.l acres) - Guide £5,000+ 


Tel. 0208 741 8088 

www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Emailusatclassified@kosmedia.co.uk (4J) Telephone us on 01303 817150 Fax us on 01303 817001 


AERIALS AND SATELLITE 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


LOFT SERVICES 


YOUR LOCAL 
AERIAL MAY 

Digital Freeview TV 
Aerials Installations 
Freesat Satellite 
Installations 
Satellite & TV Aerial 
Maintenance 
Extra points for TVs 
& Satellite Systems 

07860645643 

We Will Better Any 
Estimates Given For 
Your Local Aerial Man, 

Ring anytime 

ESTABLISHED 1972 




freesat 


BUILDING SERVICES 


ALL WORKS 

❖ all types of groundwork carried out 

❖ tarmac drives red/black 

❖ block paving ❖ patios 

❖ dropped kerbs 
❖ concrete drive paths 

❖ fencing, turfing & 
tree stump removal 

❖ footings excavated 

❖ brickwork undertaken 
❖ mini digger (gardens levelled) 

Please ring free for 
no obligation estimate 

Competitive Prices & OAP discounts 





KCC registered 


r i 

ELECTRICAL 

L _ J 

4% 

Mercer Electrical 


" nrniqua ii 


From nnra sucfcotB to rcwufu 


Fn® nunotas and *dvc» 


_ L Ncjooto siroil 


Ii iEyraniw«ncP 


W| 24 hour cal out 


iff M.G1&M Q64729 


4P Met) 07917 366154 



MANUFACTURERS & 
INSTALLERS OF 

WINDOWS DOORS • CONSERVATORIES 
PORCHES • ORANGERIES 

• COMPOSITE & FOLDING DOORS 

* VELUX & VERTICAL SLIDING SASH WINDOWS 

• FASCIA, SOFFIT & GUTTERING 

REPLACEMENT 

• CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT 

• ALL IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS 

» REPAIR & LOCKSMITH SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FACTORY VISIT WELCOME! 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

PAYMENT ON COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


Proud members of 

ICheckatr.idc : . i | 


Registered Company 

For a FREE quotation please call: 

01795 661616 


GENERAL SERVICES 


SL/ 


CALL PAUL: 
07586 854 866 
01322 807 425 

TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION. 


ALL TONES 

BUILDING & DECORATING 

EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGN & INSTALL 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 


ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 
& FULLY INSURED 

www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 

www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


GENERAL SERVICES 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES — 

from £334 delivered * v 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


KITCHENS FITTED 


KITCHEN 


ANDY SHEPHEREr^ 

DESIGNER LTD 

Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms Lm 

• Kitchens 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01 795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 



Repairs to all makes 
of cars ' servicing brakes 
suspension diagnostics 

All work guaranteed 


* 


01795 880455 07904 415642 


PLUMBING 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



► Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


ACCURATE 

FLAT ROOFING 

Full range of flat roof systems 

Rubber roof systems 

with lifetime guarantee 

We use glass reinforced (GRP) available 

in a variety of colours 

• Built up flat roofing 

• Flat roof systems to suit all budgets 

• We will beat any quote guaranteed 

• Free roof check & survey 

• Public liability insurance 

The south east premiere flat roofing company 



0800 092 1613 
07710 226552 



k v 4 

Leaking Roof? 

A1 Roofing services 

• Tiled Roofing • Flat Roofing • Repairs 

• Lead Flashings • PVC Fascia / Soffits 

For prompt and reliable service 

Call Mark 

01634 710539 / 07884 180 595 



HALL HIRE & 
FAClEFTIES HIRE 


- B|nru Mall* A lira 

• llnift I tiMi fa A IM* • III# 

■ Aiw mli lv Malli A I unr* SluiUna 

• fvaamo Al * flluitUK 

• Manlni Amm « .. . 

Tul. Otd»4 B461IMI 


WASHING MACHINES 


CITY AND GUILDS TRAINED 
ENGINEER EX REME 


WASHING MACHINES, DRYERS, 
COOKERS, DISHWASHERS, 
FRIDGES, ETC. REPAIRED BY 


SQUADMATIC 

Same day/next day service, 

95% of repairs completed on first call. 
Most repairs cost £30-£65. 
Office 24hrs (01634) 373515. 
Engineer 07702 255105. 
Mon-Fri 7am - 9pm, Sat 8am - 5pm. 
Free call-out/estimate 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ Mazda legend is 
given a whole new look 

■ Honda CR-VCUV 
set to retain its worth 

■ Value of 4x4s soars 
at auctioneers 



Motorline 
dealership 
has added 
Peugeot to 
its offering 


Driving 


carsforkent 


co.uk 


Price: 

£14,495 

Driving appeal: 

Not yet driven 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Focus 

Toyota aims for gold standard 
in hatchback sector with Auris 




By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

TOYOTA’S Corolla is one of the most successful 
car models in the world - the foundation of the 
Japanese number one’s climb to virtual world 
domination. 

Its hallmarks have been great practicality and 
reliability, words that proved to be the Corolla’s 
death knell in the British and European 
markets, where panache and verve also need to 
be in the mix. 

Toyota’s answer? A European Corolla 
replacement in 2007, known as the Auris - 
a name that suggested this was the new gold 
standard in family hatchbacks. 

Except it felt like a Corolla all over again. 

An all-new Auris arrives shortly, though - 
priced from £14,49 5 - and could be a real 
divergence from the Corolla blueprint at last but 
again built in the UK at Toyota’s Derbyshire plant. 

The most obvious change is sharp styling, 
notably at the front, which is tipped to become 
Toyota’s new corporate look and makes the car 
look lower and wider. 

The former is certainly true: it rides 10mm 
lower than the old car, but Toyota has also 
lopped 5 5mm off the total height. 

It looks racier, too, with a steeply-raked 
windscreen and side windows stretching closer 
to the rear, the low-slung look emphasised by 
a high waist and blacked-out centre and rear 
pillars, yet the tape measure says the car is just 
30mm longer than before. 

Toyota claims the new car delivers its 
traditional quality, durability and reliability 
plus more desirable design and driver rewards. 

The interior looks to have had a serious 
rethink, too; Toyota will be all too aware that 
those ambitious Koreans, Kia and Hyundai, 
have put pressure on here with the latest Ceed 
and i30 models respectively. 

So the new Auris offers greater adjustment on 
the front seat and the steering-wheel position. 

There’s also more boot space - 360 litres with 
rear seats in place - and that goes for the hybrid 
version, too, as the batteries are now tucked 
beneath the rear seats rather than intruding 
into the boot. And loading is easier with a 
90mm wider tailgate opening and dual-level 
adjustable deckboard. 

As the superb new GT86 sports coupe proves, 
Toyota has also snapped out of its obsession 
with hybrids for long enough to see that the 
brand must also offer something for those who 
still want to enjoy their driving, so the new 
Auris is also touted as more of a driver’s car. 

The lower profile helps and the chassis has 
been tuned for better response and ride comfort, 
with the electric power-steering designed to 
deliver quick feedback. 

Ecologically, average C02 emissions for the 
whole range are 13 per cent lower than before 
at 109g/km, with the petrol electric and 
1.4-litre diesel versions both escaping road tax 
altogether by limboing beneath the lOOg/km 
benchmark 


sJ J DON’T LIKE -J-J 

... how we've had to wait a model generation 
for something that apparently now really does 
distance the Auris from the traditional Corolla. 


2 J* NOT SURE -J-J 

... buyers will be convinced immediately there is a 
genuinely new and more exciting Toyota answer 
to the established Focus, Golf and Astra. 


COMING 
SOON: This 
classy-looking 
and roomy 
estate, the 
Auris Touring 
Sports, will 
join Toyota's 
hatchback 
version when 
it arrives next 
year, adding 
even more 
choice for UK 
car-buyers 

J jl REALLY LIKE J-J 

... how Toyota does seem to have raised its 
game with newer models that appeal to the 
senses as much as good sense on the eco front. 
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Trust CarsforKent.co.uk to 

help you find your next car. 



Trust is important to us which is why every car on Cars for 
Kent has had a free Experian™ history check to see if it has 
been stolen, scrapped, imported or written off in the past. 


For the best choice of local cars 

Carsfor Kent.co.u k 
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MOTORING 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 



B-CLass shows that Mercedes 
has finally got a sensible MPV 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

MERCEDES-BENZ went a bit mad on small MPVs. 

In 2005, you had a choice of three: the A- 
Class, the B-Class and the unfortunately-named 
Vaneo - no prizes for guessing what that one 
looked like. 

But the German premium marque realised this 
was too much of a bad thing and got sensible. 

The A-Class has since morphed into a natty 
little sporting hatchback; the Vaneo has disap¬ 
peared - hopefully never to return - and the 
B-Class now shoulders the small MPV burden 
alone. 

Not that M-B deigns to use the MPV label; 
the B-Class is a ‘compact sports tourer’, mate, a 
description that suits the current car more than 
its rather more upright predecessor, gaining 
more handling panache while retaining much of 
the space and versatility. 

The old car was a barge to drive and, while the 
latest car is still no sports machine, it looks the 
part with its comparatively low-slung profile and 
sharp styling, highlighted by sharp creases on 
the flanks. 

It’s not cheap, of course, priced from £21,295, 
but the car’s quality, technology and safety stood 
out when it arrived earlier this year. 

Mercs have always been at the top for looking 
after occupants at crunch time, but families 
will particularly like the standard-fit radar-based 
collision-warning system. 

This weights up the brakes in anticipation if 
it detects that the car is too close to the vehicle 
in front, while a panel light alerts the possibly- 
distracted driver. 

The cabin is airy with excellent headroom and 
fold-flat rear seats for maximum cargo capacity, 
while four equipment packages are offered for 
owner customisation: Chrome, Sports, Exclusive 
and Night - it’s a far sexier proposition than last 
time around. 

Practical-car-buyers are also usually people 


MERCEDES-BENZ B200 CDI SPORT AUTO: PRICE £26,160 FACT FILE 



Driving appeal: 

★ ★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Road tax: 

£100/year 

Best rival: 

Audi Q3 

Kent dealers: 


Mercedes-Benz Kent 

Ashford 

01233 505400 

Maidstone 

01622 623700 

Tonbridge 

01732 771761 

Canterbury 

01227 817670 


SMALL BUT 
PERFECTLY 
FORMED: 

Mercedes 
has put all 
its MPV eggs 
in one basket 
with the now- 
improved 
B-Class that 
comes with a 
host of hi-tech 
gadgets and 
plenty of room 


with an eye on ecology and economy and the 
B-Class won’t disappoint here, either, with all- 
new low-emission, green powertrains including 
stop/start for added economy in congested 
conditions. 

There’s a new direct-injection turbocharged 
four-cylinder petrol-engine series, new diesel, 
six-speed manual gearboxes as standard and 
even a VW-style dual clutch seven-speed trans¬ 
mission allowing the car to be driven as an auto 
or manual. All wear M-B’s eco-friendly Blue- 
Efficiency branding. 

The test car was a flagship B200 CDI in smart 
Sport trim, this one in bright red with two-tone 
alloys and low-profile tyres - a real eye-catcher, 
even if those wheels did little to improve the 
slightly-nervous ride quality. 

Our car also seemed to have an especially- 
sensitive throttle; given that the 132bhp 1.8- 
litre diesel has lots of low-down urge, I found it a 
bit too easy to spin the wheels when pulling 
away on a greasy or loose surface. 


But it’s a quiet and smooth engine and the 
auto-box changes are seamless and impressive, 
and flexible enough to be changed manually via 
steering-wheel paddles. 

However, the unit adds £1,450 to the price of 
its manual equivalent. Some of that extra can be 
clawed back, though, by significantly-better fuel 
consumption against the manual; the official 
combined total is 67.3mpg versus 64.2 - but 
both options are impressive for this class. 

The interior is classy and, while the test car 
had the optional £1,055 Exclusive upgrade - 
leather seats, high-gloss black-ash facia, heated 
front seats and other trimmings - the standard- 
fit Artico artificial leather looks as good and will 
probably last better. 

We had to wait a generation, but M-B got the 
B-Class right this time; few MPVs manage to hit 
the button from a driver-enjoyment point of 
view, but this car is not so far off the mark and 
gives premium-car-buyers a seriously-practical 
and good-looking option. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



MX-5 legend 
gets new face 

MAZDA has given its MX-5 
sports-car icon (from £18,495) 
a fresh face, including a new 
pedestrian-friendly pop-up 
bonnet, due to appear on other 
Mazdas and in anticipation of 
tough new EU legislation. 

The car's famous handling 
prowess has also been 
tweaked and the new seven- 
strong line-up introduces the 
2.0-litre MX-5 Sport Tech Nav 
models, with integrated 
TomTom sat-nav. 



CR-V caps SUV 
sales increase 

HONDA'S new fourth- 
generation CR-V SUV has had 
a sales boost from a respected 
independent source; valuation 
experts at CAP Monitor say the 
£30,995 2.2-Litre diesel EX 
flagship will be worth 40 per 
cent of its original price after 
three years/60,000 miles. 

This beats the sector 
average, with key factors being 
specification, modern Looks, 
interior refinement, driving 
dynamics and economy. 



Multiplication 
in 4x4 values 


MAJOR auction chain BCA 
says 4x4 values rose sharply 
in October, climbing 16 per 
cent as the first signs of winter 
appeared. 

And with Long-range 
forecasters suggesting the 
UK is in for a colder-than- 
average winter, values for 
this sector and mud-bashing, 
snow-beating models Like the 
Land Rover Freelander, 
pictured, could soar even 
higher, according to BCA. 
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MASSIVE USED CAR SAVINGS 


2012 (12) VAUXHALL CORSA 2011 (61) VAUXHALL ASTRA 

SXi 5dr J&W SRi CDTi jgf i A 

2.0 5dr 



8509 miles 
Silver 



12405 miles 
Silver 


WAS £9995 NOW £9196 

WAS 13995 NOW £12876 

SAVE £799 | 

I SAVE £1119 


2011 (61) VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2009 (59) VAUXHAL L ZAF IRA 
CTDi 2.0 EXCLUSIVE. 

1.6 5dr 



18469 miles 
Carbon Flash 



SAVE £1159 


SAVE £764 


2009 (09) VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2008 (58) VAUXHALL ASTRA 


SE CDTi 2.0 
5dr 



SXi 1.6 5dr 


52861 miles 
Star Silver 



WAS £9995 NOW £9196 

WAS £5650 NOW £5198 

SAVE £799 | 

I SAVE £452 


2011 (11) VAUXHALL CORSA 2012(12) VAUXHALL MERIVA 


EXCITE CDTj 
1.3 3dr 



ACTIVE 1. 
5 dr 


5107 miles 
Glacier white 



WAS £8995 NOW £8276 

WAS £12995 NOW £11956 

SAVE £719 | 

I SAVE £1039 


CORSA 

2007 Corsa Club 1.2 5dr, Lancelot. 

2010 Corsa SXi A/C 1.2 3dr, Metro blue. 

2011 Corsa Excite CDTi 1.3 3dr, Glacier white... 

2011 Corsa Excite 1.2 3dr, Pepper Dust. 

2012 Corsa Active A/C 1.2 5dr, Technical Grey.. 

2012 Corsa Active 1.2 5dr, Sovereign Silver. 

2012 Corsa VXT 1.6 3dr, Arden Blue. 

2011 Corsa S 1.0 3dr, Glacier White. 

ASTRA 


Was Now Save 

....£5,495 £5,065 £439 
....£8,495 £7,815 £680 
....£8,995 £8,276 £719 
....£9,995 £9,196 £799 
..£10,495 £9,656 £839 
..£10,395 £9,504 £831 
..£16,995 £15,636 £1,359 
....£9,495 £8,735 £760 

Was Now Save 


31545 miles 


(black) Star Silver 

WAS £14495 NOW £13336 WAS £8495 NOW £7731 


2006 Astra Active 1.6 5dr, Star Silver.£5,495 £5,056 £439 

2008 Astra SXi 1.6 5dr, Panacotta.£5,650 £5,198 £452 

2008 Astra Breeze Sporthatch 1.4 3dr, Black Sapphire £6,775 £6,953 £542 

2009 Astra TwinTop 1.6 2dr, Air Blue.£7,995 £7,356 £639 

2009 Astra Life 1.6 5dr, Silver Lightening.£6,995 £6,436 £559 

2010 Astra Exclusive 1.6 5dr, Blue.£8,495 £7,816 £679 

2011 Astra Exclusiv Tourer 1.3 5dr, Sovereign Silver £11,995 £11,036 £959 

2011 New Astra Excite 1.4 5dr, Silver Lake.£12,995 £11,956 £1,039 

2012 New Astra Active 1.6 5dr, Sovereign Silver £13,495 £12,416 £1,079 

2011 Astra SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Silver Lake.£13,995 £12,876 £1,119 


61160 miles 
Panacotta 


10,000 miles 
Technical Grey 


AGILA 

Was 

Now 

Save 

2009 Agila Design 1.2 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

.£6,415 

£5,996 

£449 

2012 AgilaS A/C 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver. 

.£9,995 

£9,296 

£699 

2011 Agila SE 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver. 

.£9,495 

£8,830 

£665 

INSIGNIA 

Was 

Now 

Save 

2009 Insignia SE CDTi 2.0 5dr, Star Silver. 

.£9,995 

£9,196 

£799 

2010 Insignia SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Black Sapphire.. 

....£11,995 £10,995 £1,050 

2011 Insignia SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Carbon Flash. 

....£14,495 £13,336 £1,159 

ZAFIRA 

Was 

Now 

Save 

2009 Zafira Exclusiv 1.6 5dr, Star Silver. 

.£8,495 

£7,731 

£764 

2009 Zafira Active+ 1.6 5dr, Metro Blue. 

.£8,495 

£7,731 

£764 

MERIVA 

Was 

Now 

Save 

2009 Meriva Club 1.6 5dr, Air Blue. 

.£6,845 

£5,995 

£850 

2012 Meriva Active 1.4 5dr, Technical Grey. 

....£12,995 £11,495 £1,500 

2012 Meriva Ltd 1.4 5dr, White. 

....£14,995 £13,495 £1,500 

Non-Vauxhalls 

Was 

Now 

Save 


2008 Cheverlolet LTX Captiva CDTi 2.0 5dr, Silver....£9,995 £9,296 £699 
2006 Mercedes CLK 200 2dr, Blue.£11,995 £10,995 £1,000 
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ALWAYS SOMETHING 


London Road. Bapchild. 
Sittingbourne Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 
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Peugeot arrives at Motorline 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

MOTORLINE - the Kent and Sussex family- 
owned dealer group - is adding Peugeot to its 
portfolio of brands. 

The French marque joins a line-up already 
including Volkswagen, Toyota, Lexus, Renault, 
Skoda, Nissan and Hyundai across sites stretch¬ 
ing from Canterbury in the east to Gatwick and 
Horsham in the west. 

Motorline has added the Peugeot name by 
leasing the former Canterbury Motor Company 
site at Rhodaus Town in the city. 

More recently, this has operated as a Robins & 


Day outlet - Peugeot’s in-house dealership chain 
- but the manufacturer has made overtures for 
several years about Motorline applying its much- 
admired retail skills to the Canterbury franchise. 

The group has now promoted experienced 
dealer principal Robert Hendry to the position of 
brand manager and he will head the first Peuge¬ 
ot acquisition. 

Rob, who ran Motorline’s Toyota site at Ash¬ 
ford’s Orbital Park for four years, said: “This is a 
feather in our cap, to be courted by a major 
marque like Peugeot, and I’m really looking for¬ 
ward to the challenge. 

“Peugeot has some excellent new products, 
notably the 208 supermini - which arrived in 


the summer of 2012 - and a versatile range of 
diesel-electric hybrids, plus a brilliant sporting 
halo car in the RCZ. 

“We’ve also got the 208 GTi to look forward to 
next year, which really will evoke memories of 
the legendary 205GTi. 

“But, apart from taking on the brand itself, we 
have another challenge - the search for a new 
site. Rhodaus Town is an ageing premises and we 
really want a new and modern motor dealership 
that can be given Peugeot’s trademark ‘Blue Box’ 
treatment. We hope to have that in early 2013.” 

The Motorline group employees some 5,500 
people, including more than 50 at its Canterbury 
head office. 



NEW: Rob Hendry, brand manager for Motorline's 
Peugeot range, is excited by the chance to sell 
models such as the Hybrid 508RXH, left, and RCZ 


Introducing the 
All New Auris 




Meet the All New Auris with outstanding driving dynamics and an extensive choice of engines, including 
refined and advanced petrol and diesel options, plus Toyota’s super-efficient full hybrid. And with an 
advanced specification, including DAB radio, Park Assist and smart entry, the All New Auris has all the 
technology you need to get the best from everyjourney. Available from December. 

To discover more about the new Toyota Auris, contact us today. 


| TOYOTA 
1 WARRANTY 


Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent, Ashford 

Tel: 0844 8227122 

uiuiui.motorline.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 

Tel: 0844 8227130 


Motorline Tunbridge Ufells 

Dou/ding Way, Tunbridge Wells 

Tel: 0844 8227169 


All new Auris 1.8 Hybrid. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 71.4 (3.9), Extra Urban 71.4 (3.9), Combined 71.4 (3.9). CO 2 emissions 91g/km.5 year 100,000 mile manufacturer 
warranty subject to terms and conditions. 
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DRIVE AWAY HAPPY 


Winter is tough on cars. But with a Little TLC you can avoid expensive car troubLe 
and stay safe. Our 23-point check carried out by a Peugeot-trained technician will 
make sure you're ready for whatever winter throws at you. 

Book a Peugeot Winter Check today and get a free Winter Aftercare Kit. 

MOTION & EMOTION 



Let the all new 

CarsforKent.co.uk 

help you find your next car. 



Cars for Kent now features instant 
FAST search technology to help you 
quickly find the right car for you. 


For the best choice of local cars 

CarsforKent.co.u k 


1000s of Kent 
cars for sale 
online 24-7 


ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD Tel: 01622 753333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 
ROBINS & DAY ROCHESTER 209 High Street, ROCHESTER, ME1 1HF Tel: 01634 842231 www.robinsandday-rochester.co.uk 


Terms and conditions apply. Offer expires on 28th February 2013. Offer only available at this Dealership. Retail sales only. Applicable 
toPeugeot vehicles only. The quoted price covers the cost of the Winter Check only. Includes VAT at the prevailing rate. If the check 
identifies any additional work required, this will be advised and quoted for separately. No additional chargeable work will be undertaken 
without the express agreement of the customer. We reserve the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any time. Cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other offer. Offer and information correct at time of publication. Winter Aftercare Kit subject to availability. 


To advertise in this section 
Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 



Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuations 



Search for your local 
car dealer 



Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a car in the County 


newspapers • magazines • online • events • mobile and iPad 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


J 
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SHIFT 


ONLY AT BEADLES 


SAVEUPTO 

£2500 


OFF A NEW QASHQAI 

+ 

CURRENT NISSAN OWNERS 

GET 3 YEARS 
FREE SERVICING 



Contact us today for further details 
Beadles Nissan Maidstone 

Wood Close, Quarry Wood, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent, ME20 7UB 

Tel: 0844 346 1289 

www.beadles.co.uk/nissan 

Opening hours 8.30-7.00 Monday to Friday, 8.30-5.30 Saturday and 10.00-4.00 Sunday 


DEPOSIT 

PER 

MONTH 


Representative Finance Example 
for Nissan Qashqui 


£299 X 42 monthly payments 
£21373 total amount payable 
£18495 OTR 

£1500 Beadles Deposit Contribution 
£299 customer deposit 
£16696 Amount to finance 
£7016 GFV 

Quote based on Qashqai: 1.6 n-tec+ petrol 


Nissan Preferences POP -10,000 miles per year 


6 . 9 % 


Representative APR 


Nissan. Innovation that excites. 


QASHQAI 1.6 C02 162g/km - URBAN 33.6mpg/8.4L/100km - EXTRA URBAN 49.6mpg/5.7L/100km - COMBINED 42.2mpg/6.7L/100km. Excludes Visia models. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. 

Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. E&OE. 50661 


SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA-approved used cars from 
£6,000 at Beadles SKODA 


SKODA 



Peace of mind from SKODA 

So you know your used SKODA is in good shape, our fully qualified SKODA technicians give it 
a comprehensive workshop check before delivery. You don't have to worry about anything — 
just choose the right car for you. 


SKODA Fabia 


12/121.6 TDI CR Monte Carlo (105 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Metallic Silver 2,727 miles 

£13,500 

12/121.6 TDI CR Monte Carlo (75 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Corrida Red 3,732 miles 

£12,000 

59/09 21.616V (105 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 11,592 miles 

£6,495 

57/07 31.9 TDI PD (105 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Oranqe 29,527 miles 

£7,500 

60/101.2 TSI (85 BHP) SE 5dr Estate Satin Grey 18,367 miles 

£9,000 

59/09 3 1.616V (105 BHP) 5dr Estate Black Magic 28,760 miles 

£8,000 

SKODA Roomster 

12/121.6TDI (105 BHP) SE Plus 5dr MPV Corrida Red 9,811 miles 

£12,000 

SKODA Octavia 

11/111.6 MPI Eleqance 5dr Hatchback Arctic Green 9,906 miles 

£10,000 

10/10 1.6 TDI CR Eleqance 5dr Hatchback Satin Grey 38,120 miles 

£12,000 

12/121.6 TDI CR GreenLine 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 13,390 miles 

£14,000 

61/121.6 TDI CR S 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver 13,791 miles 

£12,000 

61/121.6 TDI CR SE 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 14,001 miles 

£12,500 

11/11 2.0 T FSI vRS DSG 5dr Hatchback Candy White 18,231 miles 

£14,000 

60/10 2.0 TDI CR Laurin & Klement 5dr Hatchback Storm Blue 16,235 miles 

£13,500 


12/12 2.0 TDI CR vRS DSG 5dr Hatchback Candy White 6,050 miles _ £19,000 


59/09 2,0 TDI PD Laurin & Klement DSG Hatchback Satin Grey 31,855 miles 

£13,000 

12/121.8 TSI Laurin & Klement 5dr Estate Brilliant Silver 3,482 miles 

£17,000 

11/111.8 TSI Scout 5dr Estate Black Maqic 20,789 miles 

£16,800 

10/101,9 TDI PD SE 5dr Estate Anthracite Grey 44,918 miles 

£11,000 

09/09 2.0 TDI CR vRS DSG 5dr Estate Black Maqic 30,607 miles 

£12,000 

58/08 2,0 TDI PD Eleqance 5dr Estate DSG Storm Blue 36,063 miles 

£10,000 

SKODA Yeti 

61/11 2.0 TDI CR 4x4 Eleqance (140 BHP) 5dr Brilliant Silver 17,585 miles 

£19,500 

10/10 2,0 TDI CR Elegance 5dr Steel Grey 19,725 miles 

£26,500 

SKODA Superb 

12/12 2.0 TDI CR Eleqance DSG (170 BHP) 5dr Estate Black Maqic 9,069 miles 

£23,000 

09/09 2.0 TDI CR SE DSG 5dr Hatchback Brilliant Silver 31,246 miles 

£13,000 

61/111,6 TDI CR Eleqance GreenLine 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 23,850 miles 

£16,800 

12/12 2.0 TDI CR 4x4 SE (170 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 9,462 miles 

£19,000 

10/10 2,0 TDI CR SE 5dr Hatchback Cappuccino 23,135 miles 

£14,000 

60/10 2.0 TDI CR 4x4 Eleqance (170 BHP) 5dr Hatchback Black Maqic 31,224 miles 

£16,500 

Other makes 

59/09 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 3dr Hatchback Silver 12,856 miles 

£13,000 

10/10 Fiat Panda 1.1 Active ECO 5dr Hatchback Blue 18,254 miles 

£6,000 

59/09 Renault Twinqo 1,6 Renaultsport 133 3dr Hatchback Black Maqic 16,962 miles 

£7,500 


Choose from our comprehensive range of approved used vehicles in stock, all with: > Comprehensive parts and labour warranty > 1 year's free RAC Roadside Assistance 
> Multi-point vehicle inspection check > Vehicle status checks > 30 day /1,000 mile exchange > 2 year's free servicing on used cars > Free paint protection. 


Beadles SKODA Unit 13 Wood Close, Quarry Wood Retail Park, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent ME20 7UB 0844 248 4081 WWW.beadles.CO.Llk/skoda 

Indemnities may be required, finance subject to status. Over 18 s in the UK only. Terms and conditions apply. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other 
offer, Models shown for illustration purposes. We work with a number of carefully selected credit providers who may be able to offer you finance for your purchase. We are only able to offer finance products from these providers. 






















































INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF OUR 
BRAND NEW MOTTEST STATION IN TUNBRIDGE WELLS 



FOR ANY VAUXHALL CAR 

0(1 ONLY £15 

FOR ANY OTHER MAKE up to 7 years old 

'"COMPLETELY free 

IF BOOKED WITH ANY VALUE SERVICE ON ANY MAKE 

FREE FITTING on bulbs & wiper blades including FREE headlamp adjustment. 


Offer only applicable on production of this advert and only valid until 31st January 2013. 

Terms and conditions apply. SLM reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Retail customers only. 


SLM Vauxhall 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, KentTN2 3UY 


01892 597094 

www.slmvauxhall.co.uk 



[ 


The only customer excellence award winning Vauxhall dealer in the south east 








